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History
	 In	 the	 late	 ’60s,	 the	 Imperial	 County	 Board	
of	Supervisors	offered	to	honor	John	Glenn,	one	
of	 the	 first	 seven	 astronauts	 of	 the	 U.S.	 Space	
Program,	by	changing	the	name	of	New	River	to	
Glenn	River.	Citing	environmental	 concerns,	Mr.	
Glenn	respectfully	declined	the	“honor.”
	 The	history	of	the	New	River	will	supply	the	
reasoning	behind	the	refusal.	In	the	early	1900s,	
construction	was	begun	on	a	canal	to	bring	Colo-
rado	River	water	to	the	Imperial	Valley.	Flooding	occurred	and	the	
flood	waters	were	diverted	to	 the	Salton	Sea	 instead	of	 the	Gulf	
of	 California.	 The	 New	 River,	 as	 we	 know	 it	 today,	 was	 formed	
during	this	flooding.	An	international	river,	it	originates	20	miles	
south	of	the	Mexican	border	city	of	Mexicali	and	meanders	through	
agricultural	fields	and	urban	areas	until	it	reaches	its	destination,	

the	Salton	Sea.	The	New	River	acquires	pollutants	
such	 as	 inorganic	 nutrients,	 fecal	 coliform,	 and	
heavy	metals	 from	treated	municipal	wastewater	
and	untreated	 industrial	discharges	on	the	Mexi-
can	 side	 of	 the	 border,	 as	 well	 as	 nutrients,	 silt,	
selenium,	and	pesticides	 from	agricultural	drain-
age	on	both	sides	of	the	border.	
			These	pollutants	represent	a	hazard	to	the	health	
of	people	living	along	the	river,	the	environment	
adjacent	to	the	river,	and	the	Salton	Sea.

Funding of clean-up efforts
	 Various	U.S.	governmental	agencies	have	spent	up	to	$100	mil-
lion	dollars	to	build	and	upgrade	the	sewage	infrastructure	serving	
Mexicali,	including	the	construction	of	a	new	wastewater	treatment	
plant.	As	a	result,	water	quality	of	the	New	River	has	changed	in	the	
following	ways:
•	 	No	raw	sewage	is	being	dumped	into	the	New	River.	Previously,	

10	to	20	million	gallons	per	day	(mgd)	of	raw	sewage	was	rou-
tinely	being	drained	into	the	river	from	Mexicali.	Fecal	coliform	
counts	were	often	above	1	million	MPN*/100	ml	at	the	border	
crossing.	Currently	 counts	 range	 from	 the	 low	1000	 to	60,000	
MPN/100	 ml.	 Water	 monitoring	 information	 can	 be	 found	 at:	
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/coloradoriver/water_issues/
programs/new_river/.	Diseases	as	a	 result	of	 this	pollution	are	
still	a	major	concern.

•	 	The	elimination	of	the	raw	sewage	has	also	eliminated	the	putrid	
odor	in	the	border	area.	

•	 	Because	of	the	raw	sewage	and	other	untreated	discharges,	the	
DO	 (dissolved	 oxygen)	 level	 at	 the	 border	 crossing	 was	 previ-
ously	less	than	1	ppm.	It	now	has	reached	5	ppm.	This	is	a	very	
important	development	because	a	count	of	at	least	3.5	ppm	DO	is	
necessary	for	life	processes.

•	 	Nutrients,	such	as	phosphorus	and	nitrogen,	have	been	decreased	
Continued on page 18
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The New River Is An Old Problem

BY MARIE BARRETT
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DESERT COMMITTEE MEETING
The next Desert Committee meeting will be held jointly with the 
Wilderness Committee in Shoshone, CA, on February 13 & 14. Terry 
Frewin and Vicky Hoover will be co-chairs. The following meeting 
of the Desert Committee will be held May 8 & 9 at the Black Can-
yon Group Camp in the Mojave Preserve. As always we encourage 
local citizens in the area to attend, as many of the items on the 
agenda include local issues. E-mail Tom Budlong or call (310-476-
1731) to be put on the invitation list.

BOOKS TO CONSIDER
www.desertreport.org has a page with short descriptions of des-
ert related books that readers have enjoyed. You are encouraged 
to consult this page for ideas for your own reading. You are also 
encouraged to submit entries of your own. Title, author, and one or 
two paragraphs (100-200 words) will guide others in their choices. 
Send these to the books editor: John Wilkison, johnfw1@mac.com . 
Books listed since the last issue of the Desert Report are:

 Sarah Murgatroyd, The Dig Tree
 T.E. Lawrence, Seven Pillars of Wisdom

D

Harriet Allen died of natural causes Sept. 30 in 

San Diego. She was 95. Among the many testimo-

nials that have appeared since that time, this per-

sonal note is particularly moving. It first appeared 

on the Desert-Forum List-Serve. It deserves to be 

reprinted here. Editor

Desert	Friends,
	 I	am	saddened	by	the	news.	I	have	watched	
with	 some	 anxiety	 for	 news	 of	 Harriet	 Allen	 in	
the	DPC	newsletters	after	her	name	disappeared	from	among	the	
board	 members	 and	 writers.	 I	 hadn’t	 heard	 anything	 about	 her	
and	wondered	if	she	was	well.	As	an	educator	--	actually	a	college	
teacher	in	the	Physical	Education	Department--	she	took	good	care	
of	herself,	and	I	thought	that	of	all	my	friends,	she	was	most	apt	to	
live	to	be	100.			
	 Harriet	Allen	was	recognized	as	an	environmental	leader	long	
before	the	California	Desert	Protection	Act	(CDPA).	I	first	met	her	
when	the	Sierra	Club	was	organizing	to	support	the	Coastal	Initia-
tive	in	1972.	She	helped	circulate	petitions	and	spent	some	time	
as	chair	of	the	Club’s	Southern	California	Regional	Conservation	
Committee.	After	passage	of	the	initiative,	she	served	on	the	Coast-
al	Commission	representing	San	Diego	and	helped	lay	out	the	plan	
for	protecting	the	coast.	As	an	environmental	Republican,	 it	was	
easy	 for	her	 to	get	 re-appointed	by	both	Republican	and	Demo-
cratic	governors	and	speakers.
	 She	was	a	generous	and	reliable	donor	of	her	personal	funds	
to	many	of	 the	campaigns.	She	offered	 the	 family	home	on	Bal-
boa	Island	for	both	Sierra	Club	and	other	environmental	meetings	
whenever	possible.	The	availability	of	overnight	accommodations	
and	a	child	friendly	location	meant	that	many	brought	spouses	and	
children,	and	 it	would	become	nearly	a	 three	day	meeting	 from	
Friday	evening	to	late	Sunday.	It	was	a	great	venue.	When	there	are	
20	or	so	club	members	sprawled	on	every	sofa	and	every	bed	and	
in	sleeping	bags	on	the	porches	and	deck,	you	get	to	know	each	
other	pretty	quickly.	Those	meetings	were	where	I	learned	of	the	
problems	of	Upper	Newport	Bay.
	 I	also	spent	time	with	her	on	desert	outings.	She	led	her	fair	
share	into	the	desert,	and	not	just	Imperial	County.	She	was	great	
at	recruiting	others	to	help	in	the	campaign.	The	Desomount	Club	
was	another	organization	that	benefitted	from	her	involvement.
	 One	 desert	 story:	 It	 was	 October	 6,	 1994.	 We	 had	 all	 been	
watching	CSPAN	and	knew	that	the	Senate	would	be	meeting	that	
Saturday	morning	and	that	we	needed	that	last	vote	for	the	pas-

sage	of	CDPA.	It	was	also	the	date	that	the	Desert	
Protective	Council	had	set	for	their	Annual	Meet-
ing	 in	Palm	Springs.	Both	Harriet	and	 I	were	on	
the	Board	at	 that	 time	and	needed	to	attend	the	
meeting...	 a	2	1	/2	hour	drive	 from	my	home.	 I	
waited	and	waited	and	watched	the	TV	for	a	deci-
sion.	Finally,	I	had	to	leave.	In	this	era	before	cell	
phones,	I	was	riding	with	Bob	Cates	and	got	him	to	
stop	in	Rialto	where	in	a	McDonald’s	phone	booth	
I	 finally	 heard	 that	 the	 bill	 had	 passed.	 Another	

hour	or	so	and	I	was	walking	up	to	a	picnic	table	where	Harriet	and	
Howard	were	sitting.	They’d	come	the	night	before	in	their	camper.	
I	asked	Harriet	if	she’d	heard	the	news.	“No,	we	had	to	leave	last	
night.	What	happened?”	“They	did	 it!	 It	passed!”	Whereupon	we	
both	burst	into	tears	and	hugged	and	hugged.	She	said,	“I’d	almost	
given	up	hope	of	seeing	it	in	my	lifetime.”
	 All	of	California,	as	Jerry	Dunphy	used	to	say	“From	the	Moun-
tains	to	the	Sea,	to	All	of	Southern	California,”	has	benefitted	from	
the	sustained	commitment	of	this	determined	woman.	The	current	
National	Parks	program	on	PBS	is	featuring	many	individuals	who	
influenced	the	parks	decisions.	Harriet	is	among	those	responsible	
for	saving	big	chunks	of	California.	I	salute	her,	and	will	remember	
her	for	the	standards	she	set	and	for	being	one	of	my	most	valued	
mentors.	

1913-2009 

 
Harriet Allen

BY	JUDY	ANDERSON
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In	1995,	Desert	Survivors	 joined	with	the	Sierra	
Club	 in	 an	 intensive	 desert	 wilderness	 monitor-
ing	program	in	the	Bureau	of	Land	Management’s	
California	 Desert	 District.	 Monitoring	 desert	
Wilderness	 Areas	 (WAs)	 is	 time-consuming	 and	
laborious,	but	 it	must	be	done.	The	 rewards	are	
great	when	you	do	it	right,	but	the	work	can	be	
a	heartbreak	when	you	witness	damaged	wilder-
ness	first-hand.	Attention	to	detail	is	needed,	but	
it	 is	 precisely	 that	 focused	 attention	 that	 causes	
the	 heartbreak.	 You	 have	 to	 develop	 an	 analytical	 mind	 and	 a		
hard	heart.
	 The	California	Desert	Protection	Act	 (CDPA)	was	passed	by	
the	U.S.	Congress	in	1994.	At	that	time,	a	new	National	Preserve	
was	 established,	 and	 two	 National	 Monuments	 were	 expanded	
and	given	National	Park	status.	Less	noticed	are	the	sixty-nine	Wil-
derness	Areas	 (WAs)	on	BLM	 land	 that	were	 created.	These	are	
the	neglected	lands,	unheralded	and	obscure,	but	no	less	valuable.	
There	are	no	glossy	calender	pictures	of	them.	Backpackers	seldom	
visit.	Their	obscurity	saves	them	from	the	cutting	tread	of	Vibram,	
but	makes	them	that	much	more	vulnerable	to	trespass	by	off-road	
vehicles.	They	need	more	than	a	little	attention	from	those	of	us	
who	care.
	 Before	 1995	 our	 group,	 like	 most	 protection	 organizations,	
viewed	 the	 BLM	 as	 an	 adversary.	 We	 thought	 the	 agency	 was	
not	 doing	 enough	 to	 protect	 the	 land;	 it	 was	 too	 accommodat-
ing	toward	miners,	grazers,	and	off-road	recreationists.	The	CDPA	
changed	all	 that.	 In	early	1995	we	were	called	upon	by	agency	
officers	to	help	monitor	the	new	Wilderness	that	Congress	created.	
This	was	a	change.	Neither	side	knew	how	to	speak	to	the	other.
	 Our	closer	association	with	the	BLM	began	with	the	marking	
of	Wilderness	boundaries.	Desert	Survivors	and	other	groups	were	
asked	to	get	out	map	and	compass,	to	drive	old	roads	along	the	
legal	boundaries,	to	backpack	boundaries	when	they	couldn’t	be	
driven.	In	1996	we	were	enlisted	to	describe	features,	and	to	look	
for	vehicle	trespass,	grazing	abuse,	and	illegal	mining.	Desert	Sur-
vivors	was	in	demand	because	we	were	one	of	the	few	groups	that	
led	regular	trips	to	the	interior	of	desert	wilderness.	
	 In	2002-2005,	Craig	Deutsche	and	then	Activities	Director	Da-
vid	McMullen	started	a	new	effort	based	on	intense	monitoring	of	
places	known	to	be	in	danger.	Some	WAs,	such	as	those	in	Impe-
rial	County	near	the	Agodones	Dunes	Open	Area,	had	even	been	
targeted	by	organized	ORV	groups.	Another	focus	was	the	Sheep-
hole	Valley	Wilderness,	where	the	California	Department	of	Fish	

and	Game	wanted	 to	build	six	water	catchments	
(“game	guzzlers”).	I	developed	a	monitoring	form	
with	 dynamic	 formatting	 and	 color	 photos,	 sort	
of	a	hybrid	between	a	point-by-point	damage	as-
sessment	and	a	glossy	travel	brochure.	These	were	
pretty	and	expensive,	but	got	little	attention	from	
agency	personnel.	I’m	told	that	most	of	the	eight	
that	I	published	ended	up	in	agency	files,	uncher-
ished	and	unheeded.
					Fourteen	years	after	the	CDPA	legislation	Desert	

Survivors	is	again	monitoring	and	is	hiking	into	the	desert	interior	
of	many	areas.	We	have	sectored	out	the	desert	with	the	Sierra	Club	
Desert	Committee.	A	group	of	four	Survivors	is	committed	to	do-
ing	work	in	the	Ridgecrest	BLM	Field	Area.	I	myself	spent	the	past	
winter	and	spring	in	eight	different	places.	Most	work	was	done	in	
the	Pahrump	Valley	Wilderness,	the	Mesquite	Mountains,	and	the	
South	Nopah	Wilderness.	This	work	was	a	great	thrill	because	I	got	
to	do	real	exploration,	but	 it	was	also	satisfying	 from	a	technical	
standpoint	and	because	these	areas	are	so	very	far	from	any	BLM	
office	and	had	gotten	little	attention	from	anyone.	

GOING OVER THE SAME GROUND

Wilderness Monitoring In 
The East Mojave

Above: Photographing a shy desert tortoise in the Mesquite 
Mountains Wilderness.

Top: Mesquite Mountains Wilderness. An old jeep trail abandoned 
by vehicles once went right through the center of this photo. 
These roads CAN recover by themselves if left alone.
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Deserts have always attracted society’s outcasts, 

dreamers, explorers, and visionaries. The story of 

Marshal South who lived many years in a remote 

part of the Anza-Borrego Desert has been told, 

with various degrees of accuracy, in a number of 

places. The complete story of this “hermit poet” 

has only recently been uncovered, and the jour-

ney by which it has been found is at least as fas-

cinating as the final picture. Here is an intriguing 

story from our desert history.

While	working	on	a	master’s	thesis	on	the	history	
of	the	Anza-Borrego	Desert	State	Park,	 I	became	
especially	intrigued	by	the	story	of	Marshal	South.	
He	and	his	 family	homesteaded	on	a	dry	moun-
taintop	 in	 Blair	 Valley	 located	 on	 the	 western	
edge	of	 the	park.	Marshal’s	 experiment	 in	primitive	 living—sans	
clothes,	electricity,	or	a	reliable	water	source—was	well	document-
ed	through	his	articles	published	in	Desert Magazine	from	1939	to	
1948.	A	huge,	loyal	following	read	his	monthly	installments	chroni-
cling	his	daily	challenges	and	adventures,	interspersed	with	a	large	
dose	of	his	personal	philosophy.	The	grand	experiment	ended	in	a	
bitter	divorce	that	surprised	readers	who	had	no	clue	about	what	
really	 happened	 on	 Ghost	 Mountain.	 His	 articles	 had	 selectively	
portrayed	 the	 ideal	of	 living	close	 to	nature	and	 the	wonders	of	
the	desert.	He	had	molded	 the	 image	of	himself	 that	he	wanted	
the	world	to	see.	No	one	knew	his	background	or	his	complex	and	
sometimes	troubled	personality.
	 Marshal’s	wife	Tanya	and	the	three	children	moved	to	San	Di-
ego	and	adjusted	to	civilization	after	the	divorce.	Marshal	moved	to	
Julian	where	he	died	a	year	later.	As	time	passed,	rumors	abound-
ed,	fueled	by	the	details	of	the	divorce	proceedings	and	Julian	gos-
sip	about	an	illicit	affair	with	the	town’s	librarian.	But	the	real	story	
remained	unknown	as	Tanya	had	refused	to	talk	about	her	life	with	
Marshal	and	Ghost	Mountain.	
	 Since	20	years	had	passed	after	leaving	Ghost	Mountain,	I	na-
ively	thought	that	Tanya	would	finally	grant	an	interview.	Instead	
of	an	interview,	I	had	a	door	slammed	in	my	face	and	a	directive	
to	go	away	and	never	come	back.	I	then	contacted	Marshal’s	oldest	
son,	Rider,	and	asked	for	an	interview.	He	refused	also.	My	com-
ments	about	the	Souths	in	my	thesis	were	necessarily	minimal,	and	
my	drive	to	learn	the	real	story	was	filed	away	for	the	time.	

	 	 	 	 It	was	 almost	 25	 years	 after	 I	 completed	my	
thesis	when	I	heard	that	Tanya	South	had	passed	
away	at	almost	100	years	of	age.	My	old	desire	to	
know	the	South	story	was	reignited	with	that	bit	
of	news.	 I	 called	Rider	South	and	 talked	 to	him.	
He	told	me	that	he	had	declined	the	initial	request	
for	an	interview	years	before	out	of	respect	for	his	
mother.	 I	asked	him	if	he	would	be	 interested	 in	
having	all	 of	his	 father’s	 articles	 in	Desert Maga-
zine	 republished	with	a	 foreword	 that	would	 tell	
the	untold	story.	After	considering	the	proposal,	he	
agreed	to	it.
					What	I	thought	would	be	an	easy	task	proved	
to	 be	 a	 daunting	 challenge!	 I	 had	 assumed	 that	
when	Rider	agreed	to	the	project	he	would	freely	
share	information	and	documents.	What	I	had	not	

counted	on	was	a	cat	and	mouse	game.	I	had	to	come	up	with	the	
right	question,	and	he	would	answer	only	that	question;	he	would	
never	tell	me	if	I	was	on	the	wrong	track	unless	I	specifically	asked	
him	that.	He	would	not	volunteer	any	information.	Once	I	realized	
his	style	of	working	with	me,	I	learned	to	constantly	ask	questions	
and	confirm	realizations.	When	I	got	to	the	point	that	I	was	feeding	

him	information	about	his	father	that	he	didn’t	know	(his	eyebrows	
would	go	up	quizzically),	he	began	taking	more	interest	in	my	re-
search.	Then	after	more	than	a	year	of	research	I	asked	him	if	I	got	
it	 right,	and	he	said	yes.	 I	asked	 if	 there	was	more	 to	 learn,	and	
he	said	no.	We	were	then	ready	to	publish	Marshal South and the 
Ghost Mountain Chronicles: An Experiment in Primitive Living	with	
a	foreword	telling	the	unknown	story	of	Marshal	and	Tanya	South.	
The	main	body	of	the	book	contains	all	of	South’s	articles	originally	
published	in	Desert Magazine	plus	many	of	Tanya’s	poems.	

A REAL WHO-DUNNIT! 

 
Tracking Down Marshal South 

BY	DIANA	LINDSAY
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Top: South family, summer 1946

His articles had selectively portrayed the  
ideal of living close to nature and the wonders 

of the desert. He had molded the image  
of himself that he wanted the world to see.  

No one knew his background or his complex 
and sometimes troubled personality.
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	 What	follows	is	the	bumpy	trail	that	 led	to	the	real	Marshal	
South—a	talented	Australian	named	Roy	Bennett	Richards	who	at-
tended	one	of	the	most	prestigious	schools	in	South	Australia	and	
adopted	the	pen	name	of	Marshal	South	after	he	began	publishing	
in	the	United	States.	He	was	a	noted	poet,	a	romantic,	a	western	
writer	(articles	and	published	novels),	an	American	patriot,	an	art-
ist,	and	a	would-be	religious	prophet.	
	 The	first	question	I	asked	Rider	was	why	Marshal	was	called	
the	“hermit	poet.”	Marshal	wrote	the	articles	for	Desert Magazine	
while	Tanya	wrote	the	poems	that	were	included	with	the	articles.	
Rider	gave	me	a	three	ring	binder	as	a	response	filled	with	Mar-
shal’s	 published	 poems	 and	 no	 further	 explanation.	 The	 poems	
were	beautifully	written.	Many	were	published	in	the Los Angeles 
Times beginning	in	1913.	Curiously,	all	of	these	poems	were	repub-
lished	a	day	later	in	the	Oceanside	Blade.	I	asked	Rider	if	Marshal	
had	lived	in	Oceanside,	and	he	said	yes.	That	was	the	beginning	
of	collaborative	research	that	revealed	more	and	more	information	
about	South.
	 I	 enlisted	 the	 help	 of	 Kristi	 Hawthorne,	 president	 of	 the	
Oceanside	Historical	Society.	I	asked	her	to	go	through	every	news-
paper	that	published	one	of	the	South	poems	specifically	to	look	for	
any	editorial	comments	that	might	give	information	about	South.	
She	found	a	big	surprise—the	South	poems	were	written	by	“Ben-
jamin”	Richards.	When	I	asked	Rider	if	Marshal	was	a	pen	name,	
he	said	yes.	I	failed	to	ask	at	the	time	if	his	real	name	was	Benjamin	
Richards.

	 Continuing	searches	in	the	Oceanside	paper	revealed	the	names	
of	Marshal’s	mother	and	brother.	I	conducted	searches	for	birth	cer-
tificates	in	England,	where	Marshal	claimed	he	was	born.	However,	
genealogical	research	based	on	his	mother’s	name	placed	her	in	Ad-
elaide,	South	Australia,	and	not	in	England	even	though	his	mother	
also	claimed	she	was	born	 in	England.	When	I	asked	Rider	 if	his	
father	was	born	in	Australia	and	not	England,	he	said	yes.	At	this	
point	I	hired	researchers	 in	Adelaide	to	see	what	they	could	find.	
They	located	birth	certificates	for	Marshal’s	mother	and	brother,	his	
father’s	history,	and	his	parent’s	wedding	certificate.	They	also	dis-
covered	a	new	name	–	Roy	Bennett	Richards.	When	I	asked	Rider	

if	 his	 father’s	 name	 was	 Roy	
Bennett	and	not	Benjamin,	he	
said	 yes!	His	mother	had	 run	
away	to	America	with	the	boys	
to	escape	an	abusive	relation-
ship.	Finally,	we	located	a	copy	
of	 Marshal’s	 birth	 certificate	
which	 indicated	 that	 he	 was	
younger	 than	 he	 claimed	 to	
be.	
		 	 	 The	 Oceanside	 paper	 also	
disclosed	 Marshal’s	 signifi-
cant	 role	as	head	of	 the	 local	
militia,	 rifle	 club,	 and	 later	
founder	of	the	local	chapter	of	
the	American	Defense	League.	
He	 even	 met	 with	 Theodore	
Roosevelt	when	he	visited	San	

Diego.	Other	surprises	came	from	letters	written	by	Marshal	to	his	
first	 wife	 that	 revealed	 the	 details	 of	 this	 marriage	 and	 his	 feel-
ings	toward	Tanya.	One	of	the	letters	revealed	the	exact	location	of	
Marshal’s	grave	which	had	been	lost	when	the	records	to	the	Julian	
cemetery	were	burned	in	a	fire.	Marshal’s	gravesite	had	never	been	
marked.
	 The	story	of	Marshal	South	continued	to	evolve	even	after	the	
publication	 of	 Marshal South and the Ghost Mountain Chronicles.	
My	relationship	with	Rider	South	has	become	much	more	open	and	

trusting.	Rider	has	since	shared	with	me	Marshal’s	reli-
gious	and	philosophical	writings	and	also	letters	writ-
ten	by	Marshal	to	Rider	after	the	divorce	with	Tanya.	I	
have	obtained	copies	of	Marshal’s	letters	and	poems	to	
the	Julian	librarian	and	her	daughter	from	the	execu-
tor	of	the	daughter’s	estate.	Much	of	this	is	available	
at	www.marshalsouth.com.	
			Ultimately	the	picture	is	one	of	a	very	talented	and	
stubborn	man	who	was	not	willing	to	compromise	any	
of	his	values.	His	lifestyle	made	him	as	tough	as	any	
desert	perennial,	but	the	isolation	eventually	put	him	
out	of	step	with	reality	leading	to	the	tragic	ending.	

A resident of San Diego County, Diana Lindsay has trav-
eled and explored the southern deserts of California for 
many years. She has written several books about the his-
tory, geography, and botany of these places, and among 
her many civic functions she has served as president of 
the Anza-Borrego Foundation.
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Top right: Marshal South, 1930 Above: Yaquitepec today, the home on Ghost Mountain
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What I thought would be an easy task 
proved to be a daunting challenge! 

I had assumed that when Rider agreed to the 
project he would freely share information 
and documents. What I had not counted 

on was a cat and mouse game.
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National Public Lands Day occurs every year in the latter part 

of September or later. Volunteers all over the country assemble 

to assist federal land agencies in their work to protect and con-

serve our public heritage. At a time when special interests make 

increasing demands for favors, these events provide refreshing 

examples of community involvement for a common good. Four 

projects which were undertaken in the desert areas of Southern 

California are described here. These are demonstrations of con-

cern for the health of our lands.

Mojave National Preserve Service Trip, November 6-8
	 Fourteen	participants	worked	with	the	staff	at	the	Mojave	Na-
tional	Preserve	as	part	of	National	Public	Lands	Day.	The	purpose	
of	this	service	trip	was	to	clean	up	a	large	area	of	trash	that	the	
Preserve	“inherited”	when	it	was	established.	There	was	one	par-
ticularly	large	pile	that	included	old	paint	cans,	tires,	bed	springs,	
appliances,	 and	 woody	 debris.	 We	 left	 the	 car	 bodies	 for	 the	
professionals!	
	 The	group	of	participants	arrived	from	all	over.	People	arrived	
from	Sacramento,	the	San	Francisco	Bay	area,	Palmdale/Lancast-
er,	and	the	Los	Angeles	basin.	We	also	had	someone	from	Kingman	
Arizona,	and	a	couple	arrived	from	Virginia	(no	kidding!).	We	also	
had	about	a	half	dozen	employees	of	the	Park	Service	and	Bureau	
of	Land	Management.	About	half	the	participants	arrived	Thurs-
day	evening	to	take	advantage	of	some	pre	service	trip	activities	
organized	by	the	Sierra	Club	leader.
	 Saturday	was	the	big	work	day.	The	Park	arranged	to	have	a	
large	dumpster	on	site	 that	 turned	out	to	be	about	half	 the	size	
needed.	It	was	apparent	from	the	content	that	the	site	had	been	
used	 to	 dump	 trash	 for	 many	 years.	 The	 Park	 Archeologist	 had	
previously	screened	the	site	to	make	sure	no	historic	artifacts	were	
present.	By	2	PM	we	had	pretty	much	cleaned	the	site	to	bare	soil	
and	filled	the	dumpster	and	about	40	large	plastic	bags	of	trash.	
Wood	debris	was	piled	for	later	disposal	along	with	the	car	bod-
ies.	 In	 the	evening	the	Park	Service	provided	a	barbecue	dinner	
and	the	Wilderness	Ranger	for	the	Needles	Office	of	the	Bureau	
of	 Land	 Management	 gave	 a	 presentation	 on	 efforts	 to	 remove	
invasive	 species	 from	 the	Bonanza	Spring	 in	 the	nearby	Clipper	
Mountains.
	 We	left	the	Park	feeling	we	had	accomplished	a	lot	and	hoping	
we	don’t	have	to	return	to	the	same	site	in	another	year	to	pick	up	
a	new	trash	pile.
 Rich Juricich, Sierra Club

NATIONAL PUBLIC LANDS DAY 

Public Service On Public Lands

BY	RICH	JURICICH,	MIKE	CIPRA,	PHILIP	KLASKY,	and	CRAIG	DEUTSCHE

A daunting beginning in the Mojave Preserve
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A happy ending in the Preserve
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A Romp in the Park, September 26
	 On	National	Public	Lands	Day,	115	volunteers	of	all	ages	ar-
rived	at	the	Joshua	Tree	National	Park	Visitor	Center	in	29	Palms	
to	participate	in	clean-up	and	restoration	projects.	The	Joshua	Tree	
event,	co-sponsored	by	the	National	Park	Service	and	the	National	
Parks	Conservation	Association,	recruited	folks	from	area	business-
es,	chambers	of	commerce,	and	community	organizations	such	as	
the	Boys	and	Girls	Club	of	the	Hi-Desert.
	 Teams	 were	 mobilized	 to	 clean	 up	 campgrounds	 and	 picnic	
areas,	as	well	as	restore	habitat	near	one	of	the	park’s	year-round	
springs	in	Smithwater	Canyon.	The	Smithwater	Canyon	team	(led	
by	Al	and	Ann	Murdy	of	the	Sierra	Club)	hiked	seven	miles	in	100-
degree	 heat	 to	 accomplish	 their	 task,	 and	 was	 rewarded	 with	 a	
fantastic	view	of	seven	desert	bighorn	sheep	near	the	spring	they	
were	restoring.
	 The	event’s	educational	theme	focused	on	the	impact	of	way-
ward	 balloons	 on	 desert	wildlife.	After	 learning	 about	 the	harm	
that	balloons	can	cause	through	educational	displays	and	a	presen-
tation	by	park	wildlife	biologist	Jane	Cipra,	all	volunteers	were	en-
couraged	to	search	for	balloons	that	had	floated	into	the	park	and	
landed	 in	wildlife	habitat.	More	 than	 three	dozen	balloons	were	
found,	and	over	360	hours	of	volunteer	service	were	contributed	
to	restoring	Joshua	Tree	National	Park.	
 Mike Cipra, National Parks Conservation Association

Reclaiming the Land Through Stewardship:  
The Poste Homestead
	 In	 Wonder	 Valley	 (east	 of	 29	 Palms)	 one	 finds	 habitat	 for	
threatened	species	including	the	Mojave	Fringe-Toed	Lizard	(Uma 
scoparia).	 In	 the	 spring,	 the	 area	 comes	 alive	 with	 magnificent	
displays	of	wildflowers.	One	also	finds	illegal	ORV	routes,	 illegal	
dumping,	and	vandalism	occurring	at	a	historic	80	year-old	adobe	
ruins,	a	homestead	built	by	Judge	and	Anna	Poste.	
	 Three	years	ago,	members	of	Community	ORV	Watch	(COW)	
began	to	steward	the	area	closing	illegal	routes	and	hauling	away	
trash.	Unfortunately	closed	route	signs	were	removed	or	used	for	
target	practice,	and	trash	continued	to	accumulate.	Community	ef-
forts	to	protect	the	site	have	continued	through	the	years,	and	local	

residents	have	joined	in	the	stewardship	effort	-	a	combination	of	
monitoring,	education,	and	interpretation.
	 Most	recently	COW	worked	with	staff	from	the	Barstow	BLM	
office	 to	 organize	 this	 year’s	 National	 Public	 Lands	 Day	 (NPLD)	
event.	 Poste	 Homestead	 became	 one	 of	 2,000	 sites	 with	 over	
230,000	volunteers	as	part	of	the	NPLD	effort.	We	partnered	with	
the	29	Palms	Historical	Society,	Mojave	Desert	Land	Trust,	Moron-
go	Basin	Conservation	Association,	and	a	 local	ORV	vendor	who	

promotes	responsible	recreation.	Over	75	volunteers	converged	on	
the	site	to	fill	two	dump	trucks	with	trash.	Local	Sheriff ’s	depart-
ment	deputies	and	military	personnel	from	Fort	Irwin	showed	up	on	
their	own	time	to	help	out.	We	used	vertical	mulching	to	close	and	
disguise	illegal	routes,	and	the	BLM	erected	a	kiosk	with	a	map	and	
interpretation.
	

After	the	clean-up,	the	volunteers	were	treated	to	a	BBQ	lunch	paid	
for	by	the	BLM	and	music	donated	by	a	local	bluegrass	band.	The	
Post	Homestead	NPLD	was	a	win-win	event	combining	volunteer-
ism	 and	 stewardship	 through	 coordination	 with	 local	 community	
and	conservation	groups,	law	enforcement,	and	the	BLM	to	protect	
and	defend	invaluable	historical	and	natural	resources.
 Philip Klasky, Community ORV Watch

Renovating a Lookout on the Carrizo Plains, Sept. 26
	 It	is	a	long,	long	way	from	anywhere,	and	yet	the	people	came.	
The	 destination	 was	 the	 popular	 Soda	 Lake	 Overlook	 within	 the	
Carrizo	Plains	National	Monument.	Roughly	one-third	of	the	way	
between	 the	 coastal	 city	 of	 Santa	 Margarita	 and	 Bakersfield,	 the	
project	drew	participants	 from	nearby	ranches,	 from	several	 local	
communities,	 and	 from	 the	 larger	 and	 more	 distant	 cities	 of	 Ba-
kersfield,	San	Luis	Obispo,	and	Los	Angeles.	That	over	sixty	persons	
volunteered	their	time	on	a	very	warm	September	day	is	testimony	
to	civic	concerns	for	protection	of	public	lands.	
	 As	the	work	began,	the	morning	assembly	could	only	have	re-
sembled	a	small	construction	site.	Indeed,	that	is	what	it	was.	One	
group	reconstructed	a	trail	from	a	lower	parking	lot	to	the	top	of	
the	overlook	hill.	From	this	vantage	one	looks	down	on	the	alkali	
wetland	known	as	Soda	Lake	and	 then	across	 the	widest	portion	
of	the	plain	east	toward	the	Temblor	Mountains.	Here	the	trail	was	
widened,	and	a	concrete	footing	was	poured	for	a	future	interpre-
tive	 display.	 Another	 group	 worked	 to	 construct	 a	 retaining	 wall	
at	the	foot	of	the	hill,	while	still	others	spent	the	day	installing	a	
fence	to	enclose	the	parking	area	and	to	discourage	off-road	vehicle	
travel.	A	last	project	involved	painting	an	older	informational	kiosk	
near	the	entrance	to	the	site.	
	 The	BLM	had	forethought	to	supply	water,	gatorade,	and	shade	
shelters	when	relief	was	needed.	The	Friends	of	the	Carrizo	Plain	
provided	a	barbeque	lunch.	Tee-shirts	and	several	other	tokens	of	
appreciation	were	given	to	the	volunteers.	It	would	be	accurate	to	
say	that	the	day	was	one	of	celebration	as	well	as	service.
 Craig Deutsche, Friends of the Carrizo Plain 

September 26, 2009
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We partnered with the 29 Palms Historical Society, 
Mojave Desert Land Trust, Morongo Basin  

Conservation Association, and a local ORV vendor 
who promotes responsible recreation. Over 75  
volunteers filled two dump trucks with trash.
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The	letter	at	right	was	submitted	to	the	Federal	Railroad	Admin-
istration	in	response	to	their	request	for	public	comments	on	the	
Draft	Environmental	Impact	Statement	(DEIS)	for	the	DesertXpress	
High-Speed	Passenger	Train.	This	 letter	was	written	by	Sid	Silli-
man,	a	volunteer	with	no	special	training	in	this	field,	on	behalf	
of	the	CNRCC	Desert	Committee.	It	articulates	the	Desert	Commit-
tee’s	concerns	and	 is	also	an	example	of	how	comments	may	be	
registered	by	members	of	the	public	upon	an	issue	of	importance.
	 The	Federal	Railroad	Administration	--	the	lead	agency	for	the	
environmental	review	of	the	proposed	project	–	prepared	the	DEIS	
and	circulated	 it	 in	accordance	with	 the	National	Environmental	
Policy	 Act	 (http://www.fra.dot.gov/us/content/1703).	 The	 Draft	
EIS	identifies	and	analyzes	the	environmental	impacts	that	could	
occur	to	a	range	of	environmental	resources	as	a	result	of	the	con-
struction	and	operation	of	the	project.	Other	Federal,	State,	and	re-
gional	agencies	have	authority	to	review	the	project	for	its	potential	
impact	on	historical	prop-
erties,	cultural	resources,	
the	 Mojave	 River,	 and	
water	 quality.	 The	 U.S.	
Fish	and	Wildlife	Service	
must	be	consulted	on	po-
tential	impacts	to	species	
protected	 under	 the	 En-
dangered	Species	Act.
	 The	 project	 is	 ad-
vanced	 by	 DesertXpress	
Enterprises	 to	 provide	
privately-financed	 rail	
transportation	 along	 a	
200-mile	 corridor	 be-
tween	Victorville	and	Las	
Vegas	as	an	alternative	to	
automobile	 or	 air	 travel.	
The	 project	 would	 use	
either	 diesel-electric	 or	
all-electric	 multiple	 unit	
trains,	 and	 be	 construct-
ed	 as	 a	 passenger-only	
railroad	in	the	median	or	
alongside	 Interstate	 15.	
One-hundred	 and	 eighty	
miles	 of	 the	 proposed	

route	are	adjacent	to	I-15	on	public	land	administered	by	the	Bu-
reau	of	Land	Management,	Caltrans,	and	the	Nevada	Department	
of	Transportation.
	 While	 recognizing	 that	 a	 high-speed	 rail	 line	 along	 the		
proposed	 route	 could	 reduce	 the	 number	 of	 automobiles	 travel-
ing	between	Victorville	and	Las	Vegas,	and	reduce	greenhouse	gas	
emissions	 as	 a	 consequence,	 the	 Desert	 Committee	 has	 concerns	
about	impacts	to	the	survival	of	Desert	Tortoise,	about	the	loss	of	
undisturbed	habitat,	and	about	synergistic	effects	with	other	pro-
posed	developments.	These	are	presented	in	the	letter.
	 DesertXpress	 Enterprises	 hopes	 to	 begin	 construction	 in	
the	 first	 quarter	 of	 2010.	 However,	 the	 final	 Environmental		
Impact	 Statement	 has	 yet	 to	 be	 released.	 Interested	 members	 of		
the	 public	 may	 review	 and	 comment	 on	 the	 document	 once	 it		
is	circulated.

HIGH-SPEED PASSENGER TRAIN 

Desert Committee Comments 
On DesertXpress 

BY	SIDNEY	SILLIMAN
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CNRCC DESERT COMMITTEE               
Protecting The Desert

May 20, 2009
Via Email and Federal Mail

Federal Railroad Administration 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. MS-20
Washington, DC 20590 
Attn: DesertXpress EIS

Re:	Draft	Environmental	Impact	Statement	And	4(f)	Evaluation	For	Proposed	DesertXpress	
High-Speed	Passenger	Train

To Whom It May Concern:

On behalf  of  the Desert Committee of  the Sierra Club’s California/Nevada Regional Conservation Committee 
(CNRCC), I thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement And 4(f) 
Evaluation for the proposed DesertXpress High-Speed Passenger Train. The Desert Committee – composed of  
California and Nevada residents – holds a special regard for the cultural, historical, and natural resources of  desert 
areas and a commitment to protecting those values.

The proposal of  DesertXpress Enterprises (Applicant) to construct a high-speed rail line between Victorville and 
Las Vegas is a worthy consideration as it could reduce the number of  automobiles traveling Interstate 15 (I-15), 
thereby, reducing greenhouse gas emissions. However, we are concerned that Segment 4A of  the proposed route 
as defined in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) would compromise the integrity of  the Mojave 
National Preserve and threaten the National Park System. We are concerned, as well, that both Segments 4A and 
4B of  the proposed route would place at risk the California population of  the Northeastern Mojave Desert Tor-
toise Recovery Unit.

Creating a new transportation right-of-way through the Mojave National Preserve to facilitate a private rail line 
would compromise the integrity of  the park and set a precedent that would undermine the very nature of  the 
National Park System. The Mojave Preserve is a national treasure that protects singing sand dunes, volcanic cinder 
cones, Joshua tree forests, and carpets of  wildflowers. The Preserve provides serenity and solitude from the frenzy 
of  major metropolitan areas. Its integrity must be protected against a commercial venture like the DesertXpress. 
Our national parks are a singular American contribution to the world, designated to forge closer connections be-
tween people and nature and to better preserve our nation’s threatened natural systems. Taking land from the Mo-
jave National Preserve as the Applicant proposes sets a dangerous precedent that potentially also threatens such 
iconic national parks as Yellowstone, the Grand Canyon, Yosemite, and Joshua Tree. Based on this analysis, the 

(continued)
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Continued on page 22
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PRESTON ARROW-WEED

 

A Long Night’s Journey 
Till Dawn

He	closes	his	eyes	for	a	couple	of	seconds	to	focus,	then	begins	to	
shake	the	gourd	rattle.	He	sings	in	a	voice	that	is	clear	but	not	loud.	
Preston	J.	Arrow-weed	is	taking	you	on	a	journey	that	begins	with	
the	first	song	in	a	long	series	that	will	take	you	through	the	night	
till	dawn.	Ultimately	these	songs	have	also	taken	him	on	a	personal	
journey	to	protect	the	lands	that	are	sacred	to	his	people.
	 Preston	Arrow-weed,	wearing	his	trademark	western	hat	and	a	
ponytail,	is	a	69	year-old	elder	and	a	traditionalist	of	the	Quechan	
and	Kamia	tribes	now	living	along	the	Colorado	River	and	the	Im-
perial	Valley.	As	a	little	boy	Preston	used	to	go	to	the	meetinghouse	
on	the	reservation	where	he	heard	the	songs.	He	explains	that	sing-
ing	these	songs	is	like	being	a	preacher,	you	have	to	adhere	to	what	
they	are	about.	He	has	made	a	commitment	to	the	songs	and	the	
stories	they	tell.	He	sings	them	at	celebrations	and	at	funerals.	The	
Lightning	Songs	are	 sung	 in	 the	Quechan	and	Kamia	 languages,	
while	the	Pipa	Songs	are	only	in	Kamia.	These	songs	are	the	rem-
nants	of	perhaps	30	different	series	that	were	known	in	the	Yuman	
speaking	homeland	of	the	Hokan	language	family.	There	are	seven	
melodies	in	the	song	series,	and	if	you	don’t	have	the	right	one	the	
words	won’t	fit.	Along	 the	Colorado	River	people	who	had	great	
charisma	or	ability	were	thought	to	have	gained	this	power	from	
their	dreams.	The	song	series	were	also	thought	to	have	come	to	
singers	in	their	dreams.
	 The	 Pipa	 Songs	 begin	 at	 Mount	 Avikwame,	 also	 known	 as	
Spirit	Mountain,	near	Laughlin,	Nevada.	Here	the	Creator	had	his	
house,	and	this	is	where	the	Native	peoples	of	the	land	were	creat-
ed	and	came	down	to	populate	the	landscape.	The	Pipa	Songs	were	
once	sung	with	a	rattle	made	of	a	water	turtle	shell.	Now	rattles	

made	from	tin	cans	are	used	which	have	a	loud,	bright	sound.	Sung	
shortly	 after	 the	 initial	 songs	 in	 the	Pipa	Cycle	 are	what	Preston	
calls	battle	songs,	as	the	People	have	always	had	to	fight	to	keep	
their	 land.	 In	 this	 series,	 the	 death	 of	 Creator,	 which	 is	 the	 first	
death	and	the	first	funeral,	is	sung	along	with	a	song	about	a	dead	
warrior.	
	 The	 Lightning	 Songs	 were	 dreamed	 in	 1894	 or	 1896	 by		
either	Charles	Wilson	or	his	cousin	and	are	preserved	in	an	original	
manuscript	recorded	in	the	1940s	by	anthropologist/linguist	Abra-
ham	Halpern.	There	are	seven	melodies	in	this	series,	and	Preston		
explains	that	it	is	important	for	the	right	words	to	be	sung	to	the	
right	melodies.
	

	 In	a	DVD,	Journey from Spirit Mountain	(See	box	at	the	end	of	
article),	the	Lightning	Songs	tell	of	four	figures	who	travel	across	
the	landscape	naming	the	places	they	visit.	One	of	the	figures	is	a	
young	boy	who	could	do	many	things.	A	manifestation	of	Creator,	
Preston	translates	his	name	as	Wonder	Boy.	Others	who	accompany	
him	are	Coyote,	first	man	(who	was	made	by	Creator),	and	the	man	
who	originally	dreamed	the	songs.
	 These	figures	in	the	Lightning	Songs	also	begin	their	journey	
at	Mount	Avikwama,	and	at	an	early	juncture	they	cross	the	Colo-
rado	River.	There	they	see	a	number	of	things,	including	geese	and	
mudhens,	and	in	the	river	there	is	a	cottonwood	house	post.	It	is	
the	house	post	of	the	world.	Here	Wonder	Boy	becomes	frightened	
because	 he	 has	 a	 dream	 that	 sharp	 beaked	 water	 birds	 are	 stab-
bing	him.	The	four	pilgrims	continue	on	to	visit	Mount	San	Jacinto,	
Sa-Ku-Pai	(Cloud	Barrier).	A	song	about	the	birth	of	lightning	ap-
pears.	Wonder	Boy	dances	in	the	snow.	They	then	proceed	across	
the	landscape	to	Jacumba	in	the	San	Diego	high	desert	and	then	to	
the	Pacific	Ocean	near	Ensenada,	at	a	place	where	the	water	shoots	
up,	a	place	called	La	Bufadora	-	the	blowhole.	They	hear	the	calling	
of	the	sea	coyotes,	which,	Preston	explains,	we	now	call	sea	lions	

Preston Arrow-weed, Singer

He explains that singing these 
songs is like being a preacher, you have to 

adhere to what they are about. 
He has made a commitment to the songs 

and the stories they tell.
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CNRCC Desert Committee unanimously approved the following resolution on May 10, 2009: “The Sierra Club 
Desert Committee opposes the creation of  any new transportation right of  way through the Mojave National 
Preserve due to the negative impact on the lands of  the Preserve and the precedent such action would establish 
with regard to other protected lands.”

We are deeply concerned that both Segments 4A and 4B of  the proposed route would place at risk the California 
population of  the Northeastern Desert Tortoise Recovery Unit, a unique population segment of  the Mojave 
Desert tortoise protected by the Federal Endangered Species Act and recognized in the Desert Tortoise (Mojave 
Population) Recovery Plan. Segment 4A would physically reduce critical desert tortoise within the Ivanpah Desert 
Wildlife Management Area (DWMA), an area deemed necessary to the recovery of  the species by the Recovery 
Plan. DWMAs provide reserve-level protection for the desert tortoise. The Recovery Plan recommends that land 
management within all DWMAs restrict human activities that negatively impact desert tortoises so as to advance 
the recovery of  the population. Segment 4A would further impair the recovery of  the desert tortoise by creating 
a barrier to wildlife movement and by isolating habitat between the proposed rail alignment and I-15. Segment 
4B equally threatens the Northeastern Recovery Unit population through the reduction of  quality tortoise habi-
tat. Furthermore, the proposal to traverse the area on the flank of  the Clark Mountains is of  grave concern as 
this habitat – at an elevation of  approximately 3,000 feet, is crucial for the survival of  the Northeastern Desert 
Tortoise population under the impact of  climate change. Segment 4B, as well, would cause habitat fragmentation 
and create a barrier to normal movement by the desert tortoise. 

Our concern for the survival of  the California population of  the Northeastern Mojave Desert Tortoise Recovery 
Unit is heightened by the cumulative impacts to the habitat of  the Ivanpah Valley as a consequence of  the pos-
sible siting of  the Ivanpah Solar Electric Generating System advanced by BrightSource Energy, the siting of  the 
proposed Optisolar power plant, the construction of  the Joint Point of  Entry project along I-15, and the pro-
posed DesertXpress rail line. Each will significantly and negatively affect the biodiversity of  the Ivanpah Valley. 
Collectively, they threaten the very survival of  the Northeastern Recovery Unit’s desert tortoise.

In conclusion, we find the DEIS to be inadequate. The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires that 
a range of  meaningful alternatives be explored in the environmental review process. The agency must “study, 
develop, and describe appropriate alternatives to recommend courses of  action in any proposal which involves 
unresolved conflicts concerning alternative uses of  available resources.” 42 U.S.C. § 4332(2)(E). Further analysis 
of  alternate routes for DesertXpress must be carried out before any decision is made. Alternative routes must be 
considered to substantially lessen the significant impacts of  the project on biological resources, especially impacts 
on the protected desert tortoise.

Please contact me at (909) 946-5027, at gssilliman@csupomona.edu, or at the mailing address below if  we may 
be of  further assistance in evaluating the DesertXpress High-Speed Passenger Train proposal.

Sincerely,

Sidney Silliman
CNRCC Desert Committee
1225 Adriana Way
Upland, CA 91784

Desert Committee Comments On DesertXpress 
Continued FRoM page 9
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Haiwee Geothermal Leasing Area
The BLM has identified a 22,060 acre area in Rose Valley for 

possible geothermal leasing. Known as the Haiwee Geothermal 

Leasing Area and located along highway 395 north of Ridgecrest, 

California, it will be subject to a full Environmental Impact State-

ment to analyze its suitability for exploration and development.

 The area has potential. Coso Geothermal has been operating 

on the nearby NAWS Naval Base since 1987, generating as much 

as 270 MW of power. Deep Rose, another company interested in 

geothermal power, has already been granted the necessary per-

mits to operate on state owned land inside this newly designat-

ed area. Deep Rose subsequently showed interest in more than 

4400 acres of federal land four miles east of the state section, 

also inside the Leasing Area. It intends to extend the technology 

to wells twice as deep as Coso Geothermal, whose wells are as 

deep as 8000 to 10,000 feet.

 Among the features that must be analyzed by the EIS are ar-

cheological sites and water availability. The area is a rich source 

of prehistoric material. Coso Geothermal production has declined 

to around 200 MW due to lack of water. Its former output will re-

turn with recent approval to use additional local ground water. 

Coso Geothermal uses ‘wet cooling’ in their production process.

Gold Butte: Valuable but Still Vulnerable
Gold Butte, southern Nevada’s piece of the Grand Canyon puzzle, 

has yet to achieve the designation it deserves. Sandwiched be-

tween the Grand Canyon Parashant National Monument and Lake 

Mead National Recreation Area, Gold Butte’s 350,000 acres is 

recognized for critical desert tortoise habitat, unique botanical 

and scenic resources, and the stories of our history and prehis-

tory. 

 The City of Mesquite passed a resolution in support of the 

designation of Gold Butte as a National Conservation Area with 

Wilderness. The Nevada Wilderness Coalition and the Friends of 

Gold Butte continue to work with southern Nevada residents, lo-

cal and federal officials, and the land managing agencies to safe-

guard this public treasure. 

 Gold Butte needs your help! Call or write Congresswoman 

Dina Titus to protect Gold Butte by designating National Con-

servation Area with Wilderness. Congresswoman Titus, 8215 S. 

Eastern Ave. Suite 205, Las Vegas, NV 89123 or 202-225-3252.

 Nancy Hall, President, Friends of Gold Butte

Momentum to Protect upper Las Vegas Wash Builds
 The upper Las Vegas Wash is an area of ten to fifteen thou-

sand acres on the northwest edge of the Las Vegas Valley which 

was slated for disposal as a result of the 2002 Clark County (NV) 

Lands Bill. When the surveys for an Environmental Impact State-

ment (EIS) were done they confirmed what had been known for 

some time: that the Upper Las Vegas Wash area is a world class 

paleontological site with a very complete assemblage of verte-

brates of the last 200,000 years. The BLM is set to release the EIS 

within the next month, and it is expected that the recommenda-

tion will be for permanent preservation for at least a portion of 

the area. This week (November 16th) the Clark County Commission 

approved a resolution calling for the protection of the area as a 

National Monument administered by the National Park Service. The 

City Councils of Las Vegas and North Las Vegas are expected to do 

the same. After that it is up to the Nevada Congressional Delega-

tion to introduce and push a bill through Congress that will confer 

permanent protection. 

Sheldon Refuge Planning Underway
 Tucked away in remote northwestern Nevada, the vast beau-

ty of the Sheldon National Wildlife Refuge can take your breath 

away. Created back in the 1930’s to provide habitat for pronghorn 

antelope, this refuge encompasses 572,876 acres of high desert 

sagebrush-steppe ecosystem. Much of this vast refuge was rec-

ommended for wilderness by the Fish and Wildlife Service in the 

1970’s. The Sheldon Refuge began preparing a comprehensive 

conservation plan in May of 2008 and a draft Resource Manage-

ment Plan/Environmental Impact Statement which is expected out 

for public review towards the end of this year. Among the issues to 

be addressed are wilderness character, invasive weed species, feral 

horses and burrow, illegal ORV use, and several mining issues.

 In June, about 60 volunteers came together for the 1st Annual 

Sheldon Rendezvous where they removed seven miles of unneed-

ed barbwire fence, rebuilt riparian fencing, and helped sign 15 miles 

of refuge boundary. Consider attending the June 2010 rendezvous 

next year.

 For more info on Sheldon visit the Friends of Nevada Wilder-

ness at: nevadawilderness.org and follow the link to Sheldon Refuge. 

To get involved with the refuge planning process visit their website 

at: http://www.fws.gov/sheldonhartmtn/Sheldon/index.html 

Current Issues
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Sheldon Rendevous, June 2009
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Southern Nevada Water Authority Suffers Setback
In a surprise decision a District Court judge from Douglas County 

(NV) ruled that the Nevada State Engineer’s decision awarding 

water rights to the Southern Nevada Water Authority in Delamar, 

Dry Lake, and Cave Valleys was “arbitrary and capricious” and set 

aside the ruling. The judge reasoned that since the State Engi-

neer, via Order 1169, had required the Water Authority to conduct 

extensive pump testing before awarding water rights in Coyote 

Springs Valley, failing to require a similar action prior to awarding 

rights in the three valleys immediately to the north was “arbitrary 

and capricious.” It now seems likely that the Water Authority and 

also possibly the State Engineer will appeal the ruling to the Ne-

vada Supreme Court. It is possible that this ruling will delay plans 

to pump water to Las Vegas from east central Nevada.

Motorsports Racetrack Near the Poppy Reserve?
The staff of the Los Angeles County Regional Planning Commis-

sion has recommended approval of a plan to build a motorsports 

racetrack next to Fairmont Butte, a mile and a half north of the 

California State Poppy Reserve in the Antelope Valley. There will 

be at least one more Commission hearing on the subject, and if 

approved, it will go to the LA County Board of Supervisors for 

approval of the required zoning change. The racetrack could host 

high performance race vehicles 365 days a year. 

 The noise will affect visitors to the Poppy Reserve, and a sur-

vey taken during the spring wildflower season indicated that fewer 

visits to the reserve would be the result with corresponding reduc-

tion in revenues. Other problems which would occur include nega-

tive impacts on property values for nearby residents, increased il-

legal ORV activity nearby, impacts to wildlife and wildflowers, and 

possible damage to prehistoric cultural sites. zoning changes from 

residential/agricultural to an industrial/commercial status could 

open the door to still further developments incompatible with the 

rural nature of the area. The next hearing is scheduled for January 

and will be held in the Antelope Valley. The time and location of 

the next hearing will be posted on www.sio2.com/savethepoppy-

reserve.

A Long Fought Battle Won after 22 Years
 On November 10, 2009, the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals ruled 

in favor of the Charpieds, the Desert Protection Society, the Center 

for Community Action and Environmental Justice, and the Nation-

al Parks Conservation Association in their challenge of the Eagle 

Mountain dump. The appellate court turned back an appeal filed 

by BLM and the project proponent, Kaiser Eagle Mountain, Inc., 

who challenged a 2005 ruling which overturned BLM’s approval of 

the project. Kaiser’s dump project would have transformed 4,654 

acres of canyons south and west of Joshua Tree National Park into 

the world’s largest dump. As originally proposed, Kaiser would 

have received 3,481 acres of public lands in exchange for 2,846 

acres of private land and $20,100 to accommodate the project.

 Writing for the majority, Ninth Circuit Judge Harry Pregerson 

ruled that BLM’s Environmental Impact Statement for the project 

failed to evaluate a reasonable range of alternatives (including 

other sites), failed to give adequate consideration to the public’s 

needs and objectives in balancing ecological protection with waste 

management, and failed to adequately address the dump’s impacts 

on the desert’s sensitive ecological system. The Court also ruled 

that BLM undervalued the value of the public lands to be traded be-

cause it failed to consider their value for the proposed landfill use.

 It’s time that the Eagle Mountain dump be buried permanently.

Ivanpah Solar Electric Generating System
 The Final Staff Assessment/Draft Environmental Impact State-

ment (FSA/DEIS) for the BrightSource Energy application in the 

northern Ivanpah Valley was released on November 4. CEC hear-

ings on the application for the Ivanpah Solar Electric Generating 

System (ISEGS) are scheduled for December 14. Comments on the 

FSA/DEIS should be submitted to the CEC by the date of the hear-

ing, or as soon as possible thereafter. Write to John Kessler, Proj-

ect Manager, California Energy Commission, at 1516 Ninth Street, 

Sacramento, CA 95814-5512 or email him at jkessler@energy.state.

ca.us 

 The BLM is conducting a separate 90-day comment period on 

the FSA/DEIS in association with its environmental impact state-

ment process. Comments should be sent to George Meckfessel, 

Planning and Environmental Coordinator, Bureau of Land Manage-

ment, Needles Field Office, 1303 South U.S. Highway 95, Needles, 

CA 92363 no later than February 11, 2010, or via email to ca690@

ca.blm.gov.

 Comments are warranted in that the construction of ISEGS as 

proposed would result in extensive and negative impacts to the 

habitat, wildlife, rare plants, and visual resources of the Ivanpah 

Valley. Of special concern is the failure of the applicant to provide 

measures to avoid harm to the State- and Federally-protected Mo-

jave Desert Tortoise. ISEGS as designed would directly impact at 

least ten rare plant species. 

 The FSA/DEIS is accessible at http://www.energy.ca.gov/sit-

ingcases/ivanpah/index.html. The analysis of biological resources 

begins on page 6.2-1 (or PDF page 307).

Wind Zero Blows Hot and Cold
 Although ambitious plans for a military style training facility 

and high speed raceway have been published for a small Impe-

rial Valley town (Desert Report, March, 2009), on-the-ground work 

has been sporadic. Purchase of 1000 acres near the town of Oco-

tillo (CA) and permitting through the Imperial County Planning 

Department have been at issue. When payments on the property 

fell behind, the Imperial Valley Press ran several legal notices of 

Chicago Title’s Trustee’s auction of Wind zero property scheduled 

for Friday Oct. 9, 2009. Although the sale was cancelled when pay-

ments were brought current, payments to the County for comple-

tion of the Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) are still in 

arrears. On Nov 10, 2009, the County Planner said that the DEIR is 

expected probably not earlier than 4 weeks from the day money is 

received from Wind zero. There will be a 60 day comment period 

on the documents.

 Local residents have raised objections to the noise, dust, im-

pacts upon water quality, and environmental damage anticipated 

from the development. Congressman Bob Filner submitted legisla-
Continued on page 15
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YOU NEED TO KNOW THIS

Solar (And Other) 
Power Plant Ratings

Possible News item:
 Anton County Independent, 21 March 2009. “Mirsolar 
Inc completed their 250 MW solar thermal plant on the old 
Bright Fields Farms property north of town…”

How	nice.	Four	of	these	would	replace	a	1,000	MW	coal	fired	plant,	
you	are	led	to	presume,	but	not	so.	Not	even	close.
	 Here’s	the	problem.	All	those	mirrors	will	ultimately	power	a	
turbine	which	spins	an	electric	generator,	and	that	turbine-genera-
tor	has	a	maximum	power	output	capacity	of	250	MW.	The	max-
imum	 becomes	 the	 plant’s	 most	 convenient	 and	 visible	 defining	
number.	But	of	course	the	turbine-generator	doesn’t	run	at	maxi-
mum	at	night,	for	instance.	The	number	in	the	news	story	is	the	
maximum	possible,	not	the	average	over	time.	

Capacity Factor
	 So	 what	 is	 that	 average?	 Over	 a	 year,	 which	 includes	 long	
summer	days,	short	winter	days,	nights,	low	evening	and	morning	
sun	angles,	and	cloudy/rainy	days,	the	average	is	around	25%	of	
the	rating	in	the	press	report.	That’s	right,	about	one	quarter.	This	

25%	is	called	Capacity	Factor	–	a	common	term	in	any	power	gen-
eration	method.
	 The	statement	in	the	Anton County Independent	is	grossly	mis-
leading,	and	if	you	know	about	Capacity	Factor	and	are	quick	with	
numbers	you	will	instead	say:	“Whoa,	sixteen	of	these	to	replace	a	
single	1,000	coal	fired	plant?	I’m	not	impressed.”	Not	many	casual	
readers	bother	to	do	this.

Other Generators
	 All	types	of	generating	facilities	have	capacity	factors.	Nuclear,	
geothermal	and	coal	plants	can	be	in	the	90s.	Essentially	they	can	
run	 24/7,	 but	 all	 machinery	 needs	 maintenance	 downtime,	 and	
the	nukes	must	shut	every	2-3	years	for	refueling.	It’s	interesting	
to	note	that	early	nuclear	facilities	were	in	the	70%	range.	A	lot	of	
learning	and	careful	engineering	has	made	them	much	more	reli-
able	and	efficient.	Solar	is	down	around	25%,	as	explained	above,	

and	wind	is	highly	dependent	on	location,	but	can	never	get	to	the	
high	levels	of	coal,	nuclear	and	geothermal.

Is this Fraud? You decide. 
	 The	defining	number	for	the	people	who	own,	design,	and	run	
a	solar	facility	is	that	maximum	capacity	number.	Even	though	they	
know	that	it	does	not	run	at	rated	capacity	full	time,	they	still	think	
in	terms	of	the	maximum—the	size	of	the	turbine-generator	they	
installed.	So	it’s	really	easy	to	use	that	number	when	talking	about	
the	plant.	And	explaining,	or	perhaps	rating	it	in	actual	watt-hours	
generated	over	a	year,	is	getting	too	complex	for	reporting	in	popu-
lar	media.	Just	the	same,	efforts	to	correct	the	misconception	are	
virtually	nil,	making	it	a	very	convenient	error	essentially	unknown	
to	 the	public.	Almost	 all	who	 read	 stories	 about	 solar	 power	 are	
unaware	they	are	being	misled.	The	concept	is	too	troublesome	for	
many	casual	reader,	and	the	solar	companies	do	nothing	to	correct	
the	misconception.

Stirling Energy Systems 
	 A	good	example	is	Stirling	Energy	Systems.	One	Stirling	‘Sun-
catcher’	is	rated	at	25KW.	An	older	version	of	their	website,	screen	
three	 levels	down,	stated	“Each	Suncatcher	on	an	annual	basis	 is	
capable	of	producing	55,000-60,000	kWh	electricity.”	The	clue	here	
is	 the	 total	amount	of	energy	produced	(the	kWh)	 ‘on	an	annual	
basis’.	 Calculating	 backwards	 from	 24x365	 hours	 in	 a	 year	 finds	
the	average	generating	capacity	of	a	SunCatcher	to	be	6.3-6.8	kW,	
around	25%	of	their	stated	25	kW.	
	 Stirling’s	December	1,	2008,	press	 release	states	“…850	MW	
…	provide	electricity	for	up	to	600,000	homes	at	peak	times.”	This	
works	out	to	1.4	kw	per	home,	a	commonly	accepted	approxima-
tion.	This	statement	could	be	judged	technically	correct	since	it	in-
cludes	the	clause	‘at	peak	times,’	presumably	meaning	mid-day	in	
mid-summer	with	no	clouds	or	air	pollution	and	the	mirrors	have	
just	been	washed.	
	 In	Stirling’s	June	30,	2008,	press	release	(still	on	their	website)	
this	is	stretched	past	the	breaking	point.	It	states	“…750	MW	…	will	
provide	electricity	for	approximately	500,000	homes	in	the	San	Di-
ego	region.”	This	divides	to	1.5	KW	per	home,	again	the	commonly	
accepted	approximation.	But	 this	 time	 there	 is	no	 ‘at	peak	 times’	
clause,	making	the	statement	quite	incorrect	and	misleading.	

Rice Solar Energy
	 However,	look	at	the	California	Energy	Commission’s	web	page	
for	 the	 Rice	 Solar	 Energy	 Project.	 (1)	 This	 is	 proposed	 by	 Solar-

BY	TOM	BUDLONG

Continued on page 17

What is that average? Over a year, which 
includes long summer days, short winter days, 
nights, low evening and morning sun angles, 

and cloudy/rainy days, the average is 
around 25% of the rating in the press report.
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tion in 2007 to require mercenary training to be on military bases. 

Local residents will request resubmission of this legislation with 

additional or changed language to prohibit activities such as Wind 

zero training on any private lands anywhere. A number of funda-

mental questions are involved.

Stirling Energy System’s Solar Two Fast Tracked
On November 6, Secretary of Interior Salazar announced that the 

Stirling Energy System’s (SES) Solar Two project is one of sev-

eral projects on “fast track” to receive federal stimulus (tax payer 

funded) dollars. The controversial $2.2 billion project proposes 

30,000 Suncatcher solar dishes on over 6,000 acres of public 

land in western Imperial County, near Plaster City and Ocotillo. 

This project has been previously described in the Desert Report 

(March, 2009). Stirling Solar’s Sean Gallagher has stated that proj-

ect approval by September 15, 2010, would be required in order 

to qualify.

 Several difficulties will challenge this time table. The demands 

upon regulatory agencies to complete work are imposing. CEC 

staff is currently working on many more EIS reviews than they nor-

mally would. In addition to the heavy work load, the staff is bur-

dened by three-day monthly furloughs. BLM staff is under equal 

pressure with many renewable energy project applications. Addi-

tionally several new design features have been developed for the 

SunCatcher units which may require additional analysis. Finally, 

comments by Edie Harmon in a CEC/BLM conference call (11-10-

09) reported that the SES site has more cultural heritage sites 

than the total found in all other sites under CEC consideration 

taken together. If the project were not fast tracked, it would nor-

mally take 2-3 years to do a full cultural resource review. It would 

appear that “fast tracking” and environmental responsibility may 

be incompatible.

Grizzly Bear National Monument Proposal
A coalition of conservation groups has proposed the creation of a 

Grizzly Bear National Monument, a new national park unit encom-

passing the 164,000-acre Trabuco Ranger District of the Cleve-

land National Forest and key adjacent private lands. This would 

encompass the Santa Ana Mountains which contain one of the last 

places where relatively large blocks of native California chaparral 

and coastal sage shrubland remain. Once home to the now extinct 

California grizzly bear, this Mediterranean-type ecosystem is one 

of the most endangered biomes on the planet and a hot spot for 

species extinction. Millions of acres of native shrubland have been 

eliminated in California by overgrazing and fire. The loss of these 

habitats has endangered a suite of highly adapted species.

 Under the current U.S. Forest Service multiple use model these 

lands remain vulnerable to a wide range of threats including floris-

tic type-conversion from increased fire frequency and proposals 

for new and expanded freeways, dams and hydroelectric projects, 

and residential subdivisions. By honoring the California grizzly 

bear, the monument will bring needed attention to the biodiversity 

we have lost and why it is important to protect what’s left. Further 

information is available at: http://www.santaanamountains.org/vi-

sion.html.

Toiyabe Chapter Opposes Preferred Route of Natural-
Gas Pipeline in Nevada
The Toiyabe Chapter, and more locally the Great Basin Group, of 

the Sierra Club faces one of the largest threats to the high desert 

ecosystem in the form of a proposed natural-gas pipeline across 

northern Nevada. This pipeline actually will extend 680 miles from 

western Wyoming gas fields to a pipeline hub at Malin, Oregon 

(see figure below). The Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

(DEIS) was issued this past summer by the Federal Energy Regula-

tory Commission, and the Toiyabe Chapter commented extensively 

on it. In the judgement of chapter activists and many others con-

cerned about this project, this DEIS is inadequate and does not 

meet the standards of past DEIS documents issued by the federal 

land agencies. The preferred route in the DEIS crosses largely pris-

tine parts of northern Nevada with little or no existing development 

or infrastructure. The DEIS did not analyze the West-Wide Energy 

Corridors adopted by the federal agencies in 2005 as possible 

routes. The Toiyabe Chapter ExCom at its October 2009 meeting 

passed a resolution opposing the current “preferred” route of the 

pipeline. The final EIS date was recently extended by 60 days to 

January 8, 2010; but the Toiyabe Chapter believes that the myriad 

of serious issues surrounding this project cannot be adequately 

addressed even in this extended time period.

 David Von Seggern, Chair, Great Basin Group Sierra Club

Current Issues
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A PARTNERSHIP FOR PROTECTION 

The Coachella Valley 
Mountains Conservancy 

The	majestic	San	Jacinto	and	Santa	Rosa	mountain	
ranges	form	the	backdrop	for	life	in	the	Coachella	
Valley.	Whether	marveling	at	the	red-tinged	slopes	
at	sunrise,	the	purple	shadows	at	dusk,	or	the	star-
lit	massif	at	night,	the	residents	of	the	Coachella	
Valley	and	visitors	alike	treasure	these	mountains.	
They	define	the	valley	and	contribute	immeasur-
ably	to	its	quality	of	life.	
	 On	 the	 valley	 floor,	 remnants	 of	 the	 great	
dunes	 that	 once	 covered	 most	 of	 the	 valley	 still	
persist,	supporting	a	host	of	specially	adapted	spe-
cies:	 the	 Coachella	 Valley	 fringe-toed	 lizard,	 the	
Coachella	Valley	milkvetch,	 the	Coachella	Valley	
round-tailed	ground	squirrel,	the	Coachella	Valley	
giant	sand	treader	cricket,	and	the	list	goes	on	-	so	many	species	
named	after	 the	one	place	 in	 the	world	 they	occur.	Whether	 it’s	
an	ancient	trail	system,	or	village	sites,	petroglyphs,	fish	traps,	or	
other	 reminders	 of	 the	Native	Americans	who	first	 thrived	here,	
the	Coachella	Valley	 is	also	rich	with	archaeological	and	cultural	
treasures.

						The	Coachella	Valley	Mountains	Conservancy’s	
mission	 is	 to	protect	 the	natural	and	cultural	 re-
sources	of	 the	Coachella	Valley:	 the	 scenic,	wild-
life,	cultural,	geologic,	and	recreational	resources	
that	 make	 this	 such	 a	 desirable	 place	 for	 people	
and	 such	 a	 sensitive	 combination	 of	 ecosystems	
with	high	biological	diversity.	
						The	Conservancy	is	a	state	agency	established	
in	1991	to	acquire	and	hold	in	trust,	for	the	enjoy-
ment	and	appreciation	of	present	and	future	gener-
ations,	open	space	lands	and	to	protect	the	natural	
and	cultural	resources	of	the	Coachella	Valley	area	
from	the	crest	of	the	Santa	Rosa	and	San	Jacinto	
Mountains	in	the	west	to	the	crest	of	the	Little	San	

Bernardino	Mountains	in	Joshua	Tree	National	Park	in	the	east	and	
from	the	Riverside/San	Diego	County	line	in	the	south	to	the	River-
side/San	Bernardino	County	line	in	the	north.	The	Conservancy	is	
directed	by	a	21-member	Governing	Board	that	includes	represen-
tatives	of	 local	governments,	 the	Agua	Caliente	Band	of	Cahuilla	
Indians,	 three	 citizen	 appointees,	 and	 representative	 from	 state	

and	 federal	 agencies	 with	
conservation	 responsibilities	
in	 the	 Coachella	 Valley.	 The	
composition	of	the	Governing	
Board	allows	the	Conservancy	
to	 act	 as	 a	 catalyst	 for	 coor-
dinated	efforts	 to	protect	 the	
Coachella	Valley’s	natural	and	
cultural	resources.
	 	 	 	 	 	Operating	 funds	 for	 the	
Conservancy	 come	 from	 the	
California	 Environmental	 Li-
cense	 Plate	 Fund	 and	 from	
contracts	 the	 Conservancy	
enters	 into	 to	 with	 other	 or-
ganizations	 to	 further	 the	
region’s	 conservation	 goals.	
For	 example,	 the	 Conser-
vancy	currently	 serves	as	 the	
Acquisitions	Manager	 for	 the	
Coachella	 Valley	 Conserva-
tion	 Commission,	 the	 entity	
responsible	 for	 implementa-

BY	BILL	HAVERT

Top: Palm oases along the San Andreas Fault branch south of the Indio Hills
Above: Coachella Valley Mountains Conservancy Lands
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Solar (And Other) Power Plant Ratings
Continued FRoM page 14

Reserve	of	Santa	Monica	for	eastern	Riverside	County.	It	does	bet-
ter.	The	very	first	paragraph	says	they	expect	to	generate	450,000	
megawatt-hours	of	energy	annually	–	a	true	measure	of	the	plant’s	
energy	output,	if	correct.	Dividing	by	24x365	hours	per	year	yields	
a	little	over	50MW,	the	rate	of	energy	production	averaged	over	a	
year.	But,	the	end	of	the	paragraph	states	the	‘nominal	net	capacity’	
is	150	MW.	No	explanation	for	the	difference	is	given,	and	very	few	
readers	will	detect	the	discrepancy.
	 Yes,	you	need	to	know	this.	

SOURCES

(1)	Rice	Solar	Energy	Project:	www.energy.ca.gov/sitingcases/ricesolar/index.html

Tom Budlong is the Desert Committee’s coordinator for the Inyo and 
Panamint Ranges. He is a retired engineer and is active in both energy 
and ORV issues.

WATTS AND WATT-HOURS
You also need to know this.

Often eyes glaze over when I ask “Do you understand the differ-
ence between watts and watt-hours?” Many are confused. You 
need to know this when talking about energy.

Consider a 100 watt light bulb. 
•  It’s using energy at the rate of 100 watts. It keeps using energy at 

that 100 watt rate until you turn it off.
•  If it’s on for one hour, it has used up 100 watt-hours of energy. If 

on for 2 1/2 hours, it has used up 250 watt-hours of energy. Of 
course the other side is that something, somewhere, has gener-
ated those 100 or 250 watt-hours.

So:
•  Watts measure rate at which energy is produced or consumed. 

The term for this is power. Another common measure of power is 
horsepower. It’s interesting to note that Stihl rates their chainsaw 
motors in watts, Husqvarna uses horsepower, and Makita gives 
both.

•  Watt-hours measures a total of energy, produced or consumed. 
Two other common measures of energy are BTUs and calories 
(as on food package nutrition panels).

Kilo- and mega-
When amounts get too large for convenient conversation, common 
prefixes are used:
•  A kilowatt (KW) is a thousand watts of power and a kilowatt-

hour (KWh) is a thousand watt-hours of energy. Utility compa-
nies bill you for KWh – my two-month bill was for 1,613 KWh.

•  A megawatt (MW) is a million watts and a megawatt-hour (MWh) 
is a million watt-hours.

These prefixes have become familiar since computers use them 
when describing how much memory (megabytes) or how fast 
(megahertz).

Remember
•  Watts is power – the rate of energy flow.
•  Watt-hours is total energy and tells how much energy has gone 

by over a period of time, or how much energy is in a package (of 

Cheerios, for instance).

Tom Budlong

tion	of	the	Coachella	Valley	Multiple	Species	Habitat	Conservation	
Plan,	and	it	has	recently	completed	a	trails	plan	for	a	local	non-
profit	organization.	The	primary	source	of	the	Conservancy’s	land	
acquisition	funds	are	state	bond	measures	approved	by	California’s	
voters,	 most	 recently	 Proposition	 84.	 The	 Conservancy	 also	 ob-
tains	 funds	 for	 its	 conservation	 initiatives	 through	 competitive	
grant	programs.
	 The	Conservancy	is	a	process	and	a	partnership	as	much	as	an	
organization.	 It	 is	an	exceptional	example	of	 local	communities,	
state	and	 federal	agencies,	elected	officials,	non-profit	organiza-
tions,	and	business	and	environmental	interests	working	together	
for	the	common	good.	This	partnership	has	featured	the	Bureau	of	
Land	Management,	the	U.S.	Forest	Service,	the	Friends	of	the	Des-
ert	Mountains,	 the	Resources	Legacy	Fund	Foundation,	 the	Cen-
ter	for	Natural	Lands	Management,	The	Nature	Conservancy,	the	
Wildlife	Conservation	Board,	California	Department	of	Parks	and	
Recreation	(State	Parks),	and	local	governments.
	 Since	its	inception	the	Conservancy	and	its	partners	have	con-
served	over	47,800	acres.	A	substantial	amount	of	this	acquisition	
has	been	funded	by	more	than	$30	million	in	grants	from	the	Con-
servancy.	The	Conservancy’s	acquisition	priorities	focus	on:
•	Conserving	crucial	“missing	linkages”	or	wildlife	movement	cor-
ridors	between	major	habitat	areas	such	as	the	San	Jacinto/Santa	
Rosa	Mountains	and	the	San	Bernardino	Mountains.
•	Protecting	scenic,	wildlife,	recreational,	and	cultural	resources	in	
the	Santa	Rosa	and	San	Jacinto	Mountains	National	Monument.
•	Maintaining	essential	ecological	processes	to	protect	 the	 long-
term	viability	of	the	sand	dune	and	other	fragile	natural	communi-
ties	in	the	Coachella	Valley.
•	Protecting	the	shoreline	of	ancient	Lake	Cahuilla	and	its	associ-
ated	cultural	resources.
	 The	Conservancy	also	authored	the	Coachella	Valley	Multiple	
Species	Plan,	which	balances	conservation	and	development	in	the	
1.2	million	acre	Coachella	Valley	area	and	provides	for	the	conser-
vation	of	more	than	200,000	additional	acres	of	land	to	comple-
ment	the	nearly	500,000	acres	of	federal,	state,	local,	and	private	
conservation	land	already	in	the	Coachella	Valley
	 Following	 approval	 of	 the	 MSHCP	 in	 October	 2008,	 the	
Coachella	Valley	Conservation	Commission,	the	Joint	Powers	Au-
thority	 responsible	 for	MSHCP	 implementation,	began	acquiring	
land	 to	 meet	 the	 plan’s	 goals,	 including	 conserving	 species	 and	
communities,	 essential	 ecological	 processes,	 and	 wildlife	 corri-
dors.	Using	funds	set	aside	by	the	Commission	for	plan	implemen-
tation,	the	Conservancy	has	assisted	it	in	acquiring	9.7	million	dol-
lars	worth	of	land,	including	640	acres	adjacent	to	Big	Morongo	
Canyon	Area	of	Critical	Environmental	Concern	which	 could	be	
included	in	the	proposed	Sand	to	Snow	National	Monument..	
	 For	 eons,	 the	 majestic	 mountain	 ranges	 which	 define	 the	
Coachella	Valley’s	character	and	geography	have	borne	witness	to	
the	processes	which	have	created	and	sustained	its	unique	biologi-
cal	diversity.	Hopefully,	the	conservation	efforts	of	the	Conservan-
cy	and	its	partners	will	result	in	the	continuation	of	these	ancient	
rhythms	and	the	wondrous	life	they	sustain	for	many	generations	
to	come.	

Bill Havert has been with the Conservancy since its inception in 1991. 
Prior to that he worked as a biological consultant, as a Sierra Club 
staffer, and as a high school English Teacher.
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The New River Is An Old Problem
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New River Watershed

by	25%.	These	nutrients	cause	 the	algae	blooms	 in	 the	Salton	
Sea	with	resultant	fish	die	offs.	

•	 	Less	water	is	flowing	to	the	Salton	Sea.	Of	the	clean	water	pro-
cessed	by	the	municipal	wastewater	treatment	plants,	20	mgd	is	
being	sent	to	the	Delta	and	another	10	mgd	to	electrical	power	
plants	in	the	western	side	of	Mexicali.	Also,	because	Tijuana	has	
a	greater	need	than	agricultural	usage,	water	is	being	sent	out	of	
the	basin.	Less	water	to	the	Salton	Sea	will	hasten	the	shrinking	
of	the	Sea	with	the	resultant	air	pollution	consequences.	

•	 	Point	and	non-point	sources	of	pollution	in	Mexicali,	such	as	ag-
ricultural	operations,	slaughter	houses,	chrome	plating	industry,	
and	 auto	 repair	 businesses,	 have	 been	 difficult	 to	 control	 and	
will	continue	to	pollute.

*MPN:	Most	Probable	Number:	statistical	estimation	of	concentra-
tion	of	fecal	coliform

	 In	early	1997,	a	concerned	local	organization,	Desert	Wildlife	
Unlimited	(DWU),	looked	for	a	grassroots	solution	to	the	pollution	
problem.	As	a	 result	of	DWU	 local	meetings,	a	group	of	 federal,	
state,	local	agencies,	and	interested	citizens	was	formed,	the	Cit-
izen’s	Congressional	Task	Force	on	the	New	River.	Results	include	
the	following:
•	 	Through	6	years	of	intensive	monitoring,	the	wetlands	have	dem-

onstrated	an	increase	in	the	DO	to	7,	a	decrease	in	nutrients	by	
an	average	of	50%,	fecal	coliform	by	99%,	and	total	suspended	
solids	by	90%.	

•	 	Over	 100	 species	 of	 birds	 have	 been	 recorded	 using	 the	
wetlands.

•	 	No	increase	of	selenium	or	accumulations	in	plant	or	animal	tis-
sues	has	occurred.

•	 	Through	an	educational	grant,	over	1000	students	per	year	tour	
the	wetlands	and	learn	first-hand	about	ecosystems	and	the	val-
ue	of	wetlands.	The	website,	www.newriverwetlands.com	can	be	
used	to	research	the	project	prior	to	field	trips	to	the	sites.	

•	 	The	 project	 has	 found	 over	 4000	 acres	 of	 potential	 wetlands	
sites;	 environmental	 and	 engineering	 studies	 have	 been	 com-
pleted.	 If	 monies	 can	 be	 obtained,	 these	 wetland	 sites	 can	 be	
built	and	sustained.

•	 	Sending	water	cleaned	by	wetlands	to	the	Salton	Sea	will	help	
with	any	potential	reclamation	efforts.

	 In	 2005,	 U.S.	 Representative	 Bob	 Filner	 earmarked	 $4	 mil-
lion	in	funding	through	the	Department	of	Transportation	-	Safe,	
Accountable,	Flexible,	and	Efficient	Transportation	Equity	Act:	A	
Legacy	for	Users	(SAFETEA-LU),	and	the	funding	was	specified	for	
bicycle	 paths	 and	parks.	 These	 funds	had	 to	 be	matched	by	 the	
state	in	order	to	be	accessed.	Assemblyman	V.	Manuel	Pérez,	au-
thored	AB	1079	to	provide	the	$800,000	to	obtain	the	federal	mon-
ies	which	was	recently	approved	by	the	Governor.	AB	1079	will	do	
the	following:
•	 	It	 requires	 the	 California-Mexico	 Border	 Relations	 Council,	

chaired	by	CalEPA	and	 including	6	CA	agencies	 (http://www.
calepa.ca.gov/Border/CMBRC/),	 to	develop	a	strategic	plan	 to	
guide	the	implementation	of	the	New	River	Improvement	Proj-
ect.	To	achieve	this	plan,	the	council	may	establish	and	oversee	
a	technical	advisory	committee.	These	monies	may	also	be	spent	

for	remediation	in	Mexico.	AB	1079	is	unclear	whether	the	stra-
tegic	plan	 is	 limited	to	Calexico	area	or	 the	entire	New	River.	
There	is	already	a	plan	in	place	to	establish	wetlands	along	the	
New	River.		

•		The	$800,000	(AB	1079)	may	be	used	for	planning	needs	nec-
essary	to	develop	a	river	parkway	plan	and	river	improvement	
project	for	the	New	River.	These	monies	will	serve	as	matching	
funds	for	the	$4	million	SAFETEA-LU	funds	for	development	of	
bicycle	paths	and	public	park	space	adjacent	to	the	New	River.	

•		The	 City	 of	 Calexico,	 which	 will	 administer	 the	 SAFETEA-LU	
funds,	 has	 accomplished	 the	 following	 in	 order	 to	 access	 the	
SAFETEA-LU	funds:

	 •	 	It	has	received	Imperial	Valley	Association	of	Governments	
approval	of	the	project	to	develop	bicycle	paths	and	public	
park	space	adjacent	to	the	New	River,	Calexico	(CA).

	 •	 	It	has	received	Southern	California	Association	of	Govern-
ments	inclusion	of	the	above	project	in	the	Regional	Trans-
portation	Improvement	Plan.

	 •	 	The	 Federal	 Highway	 Administration	 Regional	 Office	 has	
approved	the	project	.

	 •	 	The	City	is	in	the	process	of	issuing	a	Request	for	Qualifica-
tions	to	select	an	environmental	consultant	to	determine	the	
environmental	studies	needed	and	develop	an	overall	scope	
of	work	
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New River and Future Wetland Site
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Status of New River
	 Progress	has	been	made.	The	New	River	is	not	what	it	should	
be,	but	it	will	never	be	a	pristine,	mountain	stream.	All	water	in	
the	desert	is	precious,	and	it	is	incumbent	upon	the	residents	of	a	
desert	clime	to	protect	all	water	available.	With	the	declining	vol-
ume	of	the	Salton	Sea	due	to	the	transfer	of	water	to	San	Diego,	it	
is	vital	that	all	water,	even	the	degraded	water	of	the	New	River,	be	
utilized.	The	Salton	Sea	is	an	important	source	of	wildlife	habitat	
and	a	potential	source	of	tremendous	air	pollution	as	the	shore	re-
clines	and	resultant	fine	salt	particulate	matter	becomes	airborne.	
	 On	a	recent	biological	survey	of	the	New	River,	I	found	a	night	
heron,	snowy	egrets,	black	and	Says	phoebes,	yellow	rumped	war-
blers,	and	white	crowned	sparrows	using	the	salt	cedar	adjacent	
to	the	river.	Burrowing	owls	were	observed	on	the	top	of	the	bank.	
This	 is	a	habitat	 that	supports	a	variety	of	wildlife	and	deserves	
protection.		
	 The	California-Mexico	Border	Relations	Council,	 the	City	of	
Calexico,	 and	 the	 Calexico	 New	 River	 Committee	 (www.calexi-
conewriver.org)	have	$4.8	million	to	spend.	 It	 is	vital	 that	 these	
monies	be	used	to	achieve	the	maximum	effect.	There	have	been	
a	myriad	of	 studies	done	on	 the	New	River;	 the	Colorado	River	
Water	Quality	Control	Board	does	extensive	water	monitoring.	The	
New	River	Wetlands	Project	has	over	five	years	of	water	monitor-
ing	data	available,	and	the	results	have	proven	wetlands	to	be	ex-
tremely	beneficial.	Hopefully,	this	success	can	be	built	upon.	Let’s	
clean	the	waters	of	the	New	River	before	bicycle	paths	and	parks	
are	built.	
	 Let	us	all	work	together	to	make	the	New	River	a	river	whose	
name	would	be	an	honor	to	John	Glenn.	

Marie Barrett, a native of Imperial Valley, is a wildlife biologist. She 
is active in wetlands education outreach and is the coordinator of 
the Salton Sea International Bird Festival (Feb 11-14, 2010, website: 
www.newriverwetlands.com)	

East Mojave Wilderness Monitoring
Continued FRoM page 3

	 The	Pahrump	Valley	Willderness,	part	of	forty	days	of	monitor-
ing,	was	especially	poignant.	This	area	had	been	my	first	monitor-
ing	in	1996	after	three	of	our	members	had	surveyed	and	marked	
the	east	boundary.	This	March	three	of	us	backpacked	through	the	
center	 of	 the	 WA	 from	 south	 to	 north.	 We	 found	 no	 Wilderness	
signs	at	the	south	boundary	and	followed	fresh	wheel	tracks	five	
miles	into	the	interior,	right	down	an	open	wash	in	desert	tortoise	
habitat.	I	photographed	the	damage	and	marked	it	on	a	topo	map.	
I	also	took	GPS	readings	so	the	BLM	would	know	the	extent	of	the	
trespass.	 We	 circled	 back	 to	 our	 cars	 by	 another	 route,	 one	 that	
thankfully	showed	no	damage	whatsoever.	
	 In	early	May	 I	 came	back	 to	 this	Wilderness	and	did	a	 road	
survey	of	 the	boundary.	Most	places	 showed	no	vehicle	 trespass,	
but	the	east	boundary	had	been	hammered,	not	surprising	because	
being	a	valley	it	is	wide	open	to	access.	I	had	to	backpack	there	be-
cause	most	of	the	boundary	followed	section	lines	in	open	desert.	
I	noted	and	photographed	eight	trespass	points	that	showed	major	
incursions,	 and	 my	 return	 via	 a	 route	 in	 the	 interior	 revealed	 a	
network	of	wheel	tracks	linked	up	to	trespass	points	in	three	direc-
tions,	north,	east	and	south.	All	of	these	were	duly	recorded.	
	 On	this	36-mile	trip,	I	had	a	double	encounter	with	desert	tor-
toise.	 I	 met	 up	 with	 two	 young	 females,	 both	 alert	 and	 healthy,	
without	shell	disease.	Each	time	I	snuck	up	behind	the	animal	and	
hid	behind	a	bush	thirty	 feet	away.	My	experience	with	“tortoise	
time”	was	a	novelty.	The	first	one	took	eighteen	minutes	to	move,	
then	 she	wheeled	 around	and	walked	back	down	 the	hill	 to	 see	
what	I	was	up	to.	The	second	didn’t	move	at	all	for	twenty	minutes.	
Though	 intrigued	by	 the	animal	and	 feeling	a	 special	bond	with	
her,	 I	 just	couldn’t	 lay	around	on	the	ground	any	 longer	at	88	F.	
But	if	I	ever	need	to	justify	undergoing	hardship	to	do	monitoring,	
a	desert	tortoise	would	be	enough	to	egg	me	on.	Love	it	or	leave	
it	alone.
	 Although	the	task	is	somewhat	tedious,	I	completed	the	eight	
monitoring	 reports,	 including	 three	 that	 were	 full	 boundary	 sur-
veys.	Comprehensive	work	like	this	is	what	the	BLM	needs,	espe-
cially	when	the	monitor	defines	trespass	points	on	topo	maps	with	
a	GPS.	Desert	Committee	operatives	are	doing	similar	work	in	the	
Wilderness	they	have	taken	on.	Even	airplanes	are	being	used	to	
pinpoint	problems.	
	 I’m	giving	copies	of	my	reports	and	maps	to	the	Wilderness	Co-
ordinator	of	the	BLM’s	California	Desert	District,	to	the	Wilderness	
Specialists	in	the	Field	Areas	where	I	worked,	and	also	to	the	Desert	
Committee	so	they	can	add	my	work	to	their	baseline	of	what	has	
been	done.	But	I’ll	be	sure	to	keep	a	copy	for	myself	so	I	can	repeat	
the	survey	again	in	2023	after	another	fourteen	years.	 I’d	 like	to	
see	if	the	tortoise	are	still	there.	Hopefully	they	won’t	be	so	stand-
offish,	or	so	intolerant	of	my	frenetic	nature	and	my	obsession	to	
record	everything	I	see.	

Steve Tabor is president of Desert Survivors, a desert protection/hik-
ing group committed to experiencing, sharing, and protecting desert 
wilderness. A resident of the Bay Area, Steve has travelled in the Cali-
fornia deserts for many years, has led many newcomers to share his 
enthusiasm for these often neglected places, and has commented upon 
many management issues in the deserts.
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Following is a list of desert trips. Outings are not rated. Distance and elevation gain 
can give you an indication of the suitability of a trip, but the condition of the trail, 
or lack of a trail, can change the degree of difficulty. An eight mile, 900’ elevation 
gain hike on a good trail would be easy to moderate, the same hike cross-country 
could be strenuous. If you have not previously participated in a desert outing, it is 
recommended that you call the leader and ask about the suitability of the trip given 
your conditioning.
 For questions concerning an outing, or to sign up, please contact the leader listed 
in the write-up. For questions about Desert Committee Outings in general, or to  
receive the outings list by e-mail, please contact Kate Allen at kj.allen@wildblue.
net or 661-944-4056.
 The Sierra Club requires participants to sign a standard liability waiver at the  
beginning of each trip. If you would like to read the Liability Waiver before 
you choose to participate, please go to http://www.sierraclub.org/outings/ 
chapter/forms, or contact the Outings Department at (415) 977-5528 for a 
printed version.
 For an updated listing of outings, visit the Desert Report website at www.
desertreport.org and click on Outings.
 Sierra Club California Seller of Travel number is CST 2087766-40.
 (Registration as seller of travel does not constitute approval by State of California.)

HOLIDAY SERVICE IN CARRIZO PLAIN 
Dec. 28 -Jan. 2, 2010, Monday-Saturday
Celebrate the end of one year and the beginning of the next in 
one of our new national monuments. The Carrizo Plain, west of 
Bakersfield, is a vast grassland, home to pronghorn antelope, 
tule elk, kit fox, and a wide variety of birds. A welcome hike 
Dec. 28, three and a half days of service modifying barbed-wire 
fencing, and a full day for hiking and exploring are planned. Use 
of accommodations at Goodwin Ranch included. Limited to 14 
participants, $30 covers five dinners. For more information, 
contact ldr: Craig Deutsche, craig.deutsche@gmail.com, (310-
477-6670), or co-leader Melinda Goodwater, mgoodwater@
sbcglobal.net, (408-774-1257). CNRCC Desert Committee

WILDERNESS RESTORATION IN DEATH VALLEY
January 22-24, Friday-Sunday 
Come help protect Death Valley National Park from abuse 
by illegal off-road traffic. This wilderness restoration project 
along the park’s scenic eastern boundary in the Amargosa 
Valley involves the installation of signs, raking out of vehicle 
tracks and moving rocks. Meet late Friday afternoon, or early 
Saturday morning, work Saturday and part of the day on Sun-
day. Camping Friday and Saturday night will be in a Park Ser-
vice camping area (no water, portable toilets). Leader: Kate 
Allen, kj.allen@wildblue.net, (661-944-4056). CNRCC Desert 
Committee

FENCING A WILDERNESS IN GOLDEN VALLEY
WILDERNESS AREA  
January 30-31, Saturday-Sunday
During the past year, a long fence has been constructed 
along the northern boundary of the Golden Valley Wilderness 
to prevent illegal motorized vehicle entry. Where this fence 
is still high above the ground, we will assist Marty Dickes of 
the Ridgecrest BLM office in placing reinforcements. Our re-
ward will be in learning a trade and in knowing that intrusions 
have become more difficult. For those who wish to stay over 
on Monday, there will be a hike up one of the nearby peaks. 
Car camping; potluck Saturday evening. Contact leader: 
Craig Deutsche, (310-477-6670), craig.deutsche@gmail.com. 
CNRCC Desert Committee

GOLD BUTTE INTRODUCTORY TOUR 
February 15-17, Monday-Wednesday
Come explore this proposed National Conservation Area 
in Southeast Nevada. See many beautiful and interesting 
sights, including petroglyphs and Joshua trees. Climb 
one of the area’s peaks and enjoy the splendid views. 
Central commissary. Leader: Vicky Hoover, (415-977-

5527), vicky.hoover@sierraclub.org. CNRCC Desert Com

MECCA HILLS CARCAMP 
February 27-28, Saturday-Sunday
Join us as we explore the Mecca Hills Wilderness Area east of 
Indio, CA. We will hike through the gravel washes and rocky 
hills to several well-known and spectacular sites. Saturday we 
visit Hidden Springs and the Grottos, and Sunday we will ex-
plore Painted Canyon. Carcamping will include the civilized 
amenities, potluck supper, and campfire Saturday night. Limit 
12 participants. Ldr: Craig Deutsche, craig.deutsche@gmail.
com (310-477-6670). CNRCC Desert Committee

DEATH VALLEY EXPLORATORY TOUR 
March 6-7, Saturday-Sunday
Come and experience a sample of the many wonders offered 
in this national park. Beginning in Shoshone on Saturday 
morning, we will travel north on Hwy 178 with a stop at Bad-
water, and easy two-mile hikes at Natural Bridge and Golden 
Canyon. Camp at Texas Springs ($14/site). If time allows, drive 
to zambriskie Point and Dante’s View. Sunday morning, visit 
the museum and visitor center in Furnace Creek, see the rare 
pupfish at Salt Creek, and take a two-mile hike to the highest 
sand dune. Possible hike into Mosaic Canyon. For those who 
want to stay Sunday night, camp at Stovepipe Wells ($12/site). 
Option of primitive camping on Friday night. For reservations, 
contact leader, Carol Wiley at desertlily1@verizon.net or call 
(760-245-8734). CNRCC Desert Committee

California/Nevada Regional Conservation Committee Desert Committee

Outings
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monument, removing and modifying fences to allow resident 
pronghorn to travel more widely. This is the spring wildflower 
season, and our schedule allows at least a day for exploring, ei-
ther hiking or driving backcountry roads. With longer daylight 
hours there may also be time to visit sights in the monument 
after work. Because we are privileged to be staying at one of 
the old ranch houses, our trip is limited to 14 participants. $30 
covers five dinners. Contact leader: Craig Deutsche, (310-477-
6670), craig.deutsche@gmail.com. CNRCC Desert Committee

MOJAVE NATIONAL PRESERVE SERVICE TRIP
April 16-18, Friday-Sunday
Come help restore an historic water feature to provide water for 
wildlife. The work involves protecting several springs by earth 
work, stabilization work, putting up a fence and some infra-
structure in and around a qanat. Our effort will be directed by 
staff from the Mojave National Preserve. A hike is planned for 
Friday for those arriving in the morning, if the rains are good 
this year, there may be plenty of wildflowers. We will work all 
day Saturday and until noon on Sunday. There will be a ranger 
talk about the Preserve on Saturday evening. Camping will be 
rustic. Email or call leader for reservation information. Leader: 
Rich Juricich, rich.sac@pacbell.net, 916-492-2181. CNRCC Des-
ert Committee

OWENS VALLEY WORK PROJECT
April 17-18, Saturday-Sunday 

Project will probably be bashing tamarisk along the Ow-
ens River, but could change. Work on Saturday and enjoy 
the extensive birding opportunities on Sunday. Camp at 
Diaz Lake just south of Lone Pine. Group potluck on Sat-
urday night Bring all camping gear, or stay in a motel in 
nearby Lone Pine. For more information, contact leaders 
Cal and Letty French, lettyfrench@gmail.com Santa Lu-
cia Chapter and CNRCC Desert Committee  

EXPLORING THE MOJAVE NATIONAL PRESERVE
April 24-25, Saturday-Sunday
We will meet Saturday morning 9:00 AM at the Teutonia Peak 
trailhead on Cima Road and hike to Teutonia Peak and out on 
Cima Dome. Primitive carcamp at Sunrise Rock. Sunday morn-
ing, visit the museum/visitor center at Kelso Depot and then 
on to hike Kelso Dunes. These dunes have various nicknames 
including the singing dunes and the moaning dunes due to the 
sounds that they often make, but whatever you call then, they 
are impressive. For those who want to spend another night, we 
can camp at the Granite Mountains. For reservations contact 
leader: Carol Wiley at desertlily1@verizon.net or (760) 245-
8734. CNRCC Desert Committee

ROCK ART IN EASTERN CALIFORNIA 
April 24-25, Saturday-Sunday  
Comfortable spring weather is an ideal time to go exploring. 
On Saturday, we visit three rock art sites in the southern Ow-
ens Valley area bordering the Coso Mountains. On Sunday we 
will be escorted to (the astonishing) Little Petroglyph Canyon 
on the China Lake Naval Weapons Station. As government 
restrictions apply here, all arrangements and confirmations 
must be completed by April 1 (no joking). High clearance 2WD 
sufficient, day hiking, Sat. evening potluck. Group limit, 14 
participants, Contact leader Craig Deutsche (310-477-6670), 
craig.deutsche@gmail.com. CNRCC Desert Committee

FENCE REMOVAL, HIKING, CARCAMP IN CARRIZO
PLAIN
March 13-14, Saturday-Sunday
Come help remove fences on the Cal Dept of Fish and Game 
Reserve. At this time of year, the Carrizo may be turning green, 
and if the winter has been wet, there should be wildflowers. 
Work Saturday, camp and potluck dinner that evening. Hike 
Sunday. Bring leather gloves, warm clothes with long sleeves 
and legs, dish for potluck on Saturday night. Leaders will be at 
Selby Camp on Friday night for those who want to arrive early. 
Leaders: Cal and Letty French, (805-239-7338). Prefer e-mail 
lettyfrench@gmail.com. Santa Lucia Chapter and CNRCC Des-
ert Committee 

GHOST TOWN EXTRAVAGANZA
March 13-14, Saturday-Sunday
Come with us to this spectacular landscape near Death Valley 
to visit the desert leprechauns and explore the ruins of Califor-
nia’s colorful past. Camp at the historic ghost town of Ballarat 
(flush toilets & hot showers). On Saturday, do a very challeng-
ing hike to ghost town Lookout City with expert Hal Fowler 
who will regale us with tales of this Wild West town. Later we’ll 
return to camp for Happy Hour, a St. Patty’s Day potluck feast 
and campfire. On Sunday, a quick visit to the infamous Riley 
town site before heading home. Group size strictly limited. 
Send $8 per person (Sierra Club), 2 sase, H&W phones, email, 
rideshare info to Ldr: Lygeia Gerard, P.O. Box 294726, Phelan, 
CA 92329; (760) 868-2179. CNRCC Desert Committee.

GLEN CANYON NRA, ESCALANTE RIVER 
CANYON - SERVICE TRIP/BACKPACK
March 14-20, Sunday-Saturday
Assist the National Park Service in eradicating Russian 
Olive from the Escalante River. Working under the di-
rection of Park Ranger Bill Wolverton, we will gather up 
slash from previous service trips and burn it. Since 2000, over 
half of the river has been cleared. Meet in Escalante, Utah Sun-
day morning, March 14, caravan out to the trailhead and hike 
in. Work four days, day hike one day and hike out Saturday 
morning March 20. Expect knee to thigh deep river crossings, 
overnight lows near freezing and mild temperatures during the 
day. Participants will be responsible for their own leather work 
gloves (highly recommended), food, and gear on the trail. 
Contact Leader Paul Plathe: 209-476-1498. Delta-Sierra Group 
(Mother Lode Chapter) 

OVERNIGHT BACKPACK IN PANAMINTS
March 20-21, Saturday-Sunday
North of Surprise Canyon on the west side of the Panamints, 
Hall Canyon and Jail Canyon descend into the Panamint Valley 
from the slopes of Telescope Peak. This will be a loop trip tak-
ing in the lower reaches of these canyons. On Saturday, we’ll 
hike up Hall Canyon and camp. On Sunday, we’ll make our way 
across the dividing ridge between Hall Canyon and Jail Canyon 
and descend the 4WD route to the road. The canyon mouths 
are short enough that we won’t need to set up a car shuttle. 
For more information contact leader: John Wilkinson (408) 
876-8295, johnfw1@mac.com. CNRCC Desert Committee

WILDFLOWERS AND FENCE REMOVAL IN 
CARRIZO PLAIN
April 5-10, Monday-Saturday   
This outing will include three and a half days of service to the 
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Continued FRoM page 10

A Long Night’s Journey 

or	seals.	They	also	see	water	throwers	(whales).	Finally	they	travel	
north	approaching	San	Juan	Capistrano	and	then	east	to	their	new	
home	by	the	Colorado	River	near	Yuma.
	 There	 are	 few	 singers	 who	 still	 know	 the	 other	 song	 series	
beyond	those	of	the	Lightning	and	Pipa	journeys.	To	encourage	the	
survival	of	these	other	songs,	Preston	and	his	wife,	Helena	Quin-
tana,	have	obtained	a	grant	for	his	Ahmut	Pipa	Foundation	from	
the	 Christiansen	 Fund.	 This	 will	 be	 used	 to	 hold	 a	 gathering	 of	
singers,	from	Southern	California,	the	Lower	Colorado	River,	and	
Baja	California,	to	share	their	knowledge.
	 The	Songs	are	about	the	landscape	and	the	animals	that	live	
on	it.	For	Preston	this	knowledge	carries	a	responsibility	to	defend	
Native	American	land	rights	and	sacred	sites.	This	has	included	the	
Battle	of	Sleepy	Hollow	in	1972	which	was	instrumental	in	return-
ing	land	that	had	been	taken	away	from	the	Reservation.	More	re-
cently	Preston	was	central	to	protests	in	Ward	Valley,	where	nuclear	
waste	was	to	be	buried	near	an	aquifer	that	feeds	into	the	Colorado	
River.	Most	recently	he	has	worked	in	defense	of	a	site	near	Indian	
Pass	where	a	Canadian	mining	company	proposed	to	open	a	gold	
mine,	northwest	from	Yuma,	Arizona,
	 The	Indian	Pass	site	has	ancient	trails	and	petroglyphs	as	well	
as	 “sleeping	 circles”	 cleared	 in	 the	desert	pavement.	These	were	
threatened	by	a	large	open	pit	gold	mine	proposed	by	Glamis	Gold	
Ltd.	of	Canada.	Originally	the	tribe	declined	to	comment	because	
they	thought	it	was	impossible	to	stop	the	mine.	Preston	and	an-
other	tribal	member,	Lorey	Cachora,	spoke	out,	and	Preston	sang	
and	testified	at	public	hearings	that	ultimately	drew	involvement	
from	the	Sierra	Club.	The	proceedings	went	as	far	as	a	case	involv-
ing	NAFTA,	the	North	American	Free	Trade	Agreement.	Part	of	the	
case	was	based	on	international	law:	Article	12	of	the	U.N.	Declara-
tion	on	the	Rights	of	Indigenous	Peoples.	The	Canadian	company	
wanted	to	use	NAFTA	to	dismantle	U.S.	environmental	law.
	 Singing	and	activism	paid	off:	in	June	of	2009	the	NAFTA	tri-
bunal	decided	 to	honor	 the	 sacred	rights	 to	 Indian	Pass.	For	 the	
time	being,	at	least,	the	spot	is	safe	from	development.	The	Songs,	
the	Land,	and	the	Singer	will	continue	on	till	dawn. 

Richard Heller is an anthropologist consulting for the Ahmut 
Pipa Foundation. He holds a masters degree from San Diego State 
University

BY	TOMU

See	Desert Report,	Fall	2009	for	more	information

For More Information

Preston J. Arrow-weed and Quechan film maker Dan Gold-

ing have made two documentary DVDs through Dan’s Ho-

kan Media Productions. One, Honoring Kumat, shows the 

struggle to preserve the sacred site at Indian Pass. The 

other, Journey From Spirit Mountain, tells part of the Light-

ning Song story. For more information contact ahmut@

earthlink.net or visit www.ahmutpipa.org. 
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All policy, editing, reporting, and graphic design is the work 

of volunteers. To receive Desert Report please mail the 

coupon on the back cover. Articles, photos, letters and orig-

inal art are welcome. Please contact Craig Deutsche (craig.

deutsche@gmail.com, 310-477-6670) about contributions 

well in advance of deadline dates: February 1, May 1, August 1,  

and November 1.

OUR MISSION
The Sierra Club California/Nevada Desert Committee works 

for the protection and conservation of the California/Ne-

vada deserts; supports the same objectives in all desert 

areas of the Southwest, monitors and works with govern-

ments and agencies to promote preservation of our arid 

lands, sponsors education and work trips, encourages and 

supports others to work for the same objectives, and main-

tains, shares and publishes information about the desert.

DESERT FORUM
If you find Desert Report interesting, sign up for the CNRCC 

Desert Committee’s e-mail listserv, Desert Forum. Here 

you’ll find open discussions of items interesting to desert 

lovers. Many articles in this issue of Desert Report were de-

veloped through Forum discussions. Electronic subscribers 

will continue to receive current news on these issues—plus 

the opportunity to join in the discussions and contribute 

their own insights. Desert Forum runs on a Sierra Club list-

serv system. 

To sign up, just send this e-mail:

To: Listserv@lists.sierraclub.org

From: Your real e-mail address [very important!]

Subject: [this line is ignored and may be left blank]

Message:  

SUBSCRIBE CONS-CNRCC-DESERT-FORUM 

YOURFIRSTNAME YOURLASTNAME  

[this must fit on one line.]

By return e-mail, you will get a welcome message and 

some tips on using the system. Please join us! 

Questions? Contact Jim Dodson:

jim.dodson@sierraclub.org (661) 942-3662

JOIN SIERRA CLUB
When you join the Sierra Club you will have the satisfaction 

of knowing that you are helping to preserve irreplaceable 

wildlands, save endangered and threatened wildlife, and 

protect this fragile environment we call home. You can be 

sure that your voice will be heard through congressional 

lobbying and grassroots action on the environmental issues 

that matter to you most. www.sierraclub.org/membership
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