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On December 21, 2009, Senator Dianne Feinstein 
introduced in the Senate, The California Desert 
Protection Act of 2010 (CDPA10). It is a large and 
complex environmental bill with the core “Monu-
ment” we have long sought. This core monument 
protects the scenic treasures and wildlife corridors 
between Joshua Tree National Park on the south 
and the Mojave National Preserve on the north. It 
protects the best preserved section of old Highway 
66, “The Mother Road.” And it vitally protects the 
integrity of the United States by finally protect-
ing the privately purchased and donated railroad lands purchased 
from the Catellus Corporation and accepted by the Bureau of Land 
Management for conservation.
 Although the Act started simply, its complexities grew as it 
was prepared. A second “Monument,” the Sand to Snow Monu-
ment, was added that links Joshua Tree National Park to the Santa 

Rosa/San Jacinto National Monument and to the 
San Bernardino Mountains. It addresses the ex-
pansion of the 29 Palms Marine Base into the ad-
jacent Johnson Valley Off-Highway Vehicle (OHV)
Area, and it sets forth five OHV areas. Long sought 
Wilderness Areas as well as Wild and Scenic Rivers 
have been added. These other parts of the CDPA10 
are described in separate articles elsewhere in this 
issue of Desert Report. 
       Having described areas off-limits to solar in-
dustrialization, the Act then seeks to facilitate so-

lar and wind development on other federal lands and on private 
lands. It is not solar versus the environment but how to plan and 
provide for both.

Mojave Trails National Monument
 The name change to Mojave Trails came about in Washington 
DC. Maybe it was confusion with Mother Lode, but the new name 
also fits. Before Highway 66 was designated, the route was called 
the National Trails Highway. This served both wagons and early 
autos. Long before wagons and autos the area was crisscrossed 
with trails, both sacred and functional to the Colorado River In-
dian tribes. These trails have retained their meaning to the Native 
Americans. The fame of Highway 66 is international.
   We speak of wildlife corridors, but reality is biological corridors. 
Plants have to be able to migrate too. If climate change raises tem-
peratures so much as one or two degrees Celsius most of Joshua 
Tree National Park could no longer germinate Joshua trees. 
  It used to be thought that desert mountains were biological is-
lands. With the advent of radio sending units on animals we’ve 
learned just how much animals move. A collared bighorn sheep in 
the Bristol Mountains was later seen in the Panamint Mountains. 
That’s more than 100 miles of travel. 
 Animals and plants tend to stay in a home area, but survival 
means being able to move. The Mojave Trails National Monument 

Continued on page 21
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Mother Road Becomes 
Mojave Trails

BY ELDEN HUGHES
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Top: Joshua Tree, potentially threatened by climate change
Above: Yearling Bighorn sheep, resident of Mojave Trails Monument
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DESERT COMMITTEE MEETING
The next desert Committee meeting will be held May 8 and 9 at 
the Black Canyon group Camp of the Mojave national Preserve. 
Hillary gordon will be chair. The summer meeting is scheduled for 
August 7 and 8 in the White Mountains, with John Moody as chair. 
As always we encourage local citizens in the area to attend, as 
many of the items on the agenda include local issues. E-mail Tom 
Budlong or call (310-476-1731) to be put on the invitation list.

A
As with many other non-profit organizations, financial resources 
supporting the Desert Report are stressed. The National Sierra 
Club is no longer able to provide any direct funding, and the Desert 
Report is now dependent upon contributions from several larger 
organizations and from a number of readers who have donated 
generously. Having said, this it is important to realize that contri-
butions which pay for printing and mailing this year do not cover 
expenses of next year. (All writing, editorial work, and layout is 
done by volunteers.) The Desert Report needs your help. Checks 
may be made out to the “Sierra Club” with a memo “CNRCC Des-
ert Committee,” and mailed to: Editor Desert Report/2231 Kelton 
Ave/Los Angeles, CA 90064. For larger contributions seeking tax-
exempt status contact the editor at craig.deutsche@gmail.com. 
Needless to say, contributions of any amount are helpful and ap-
preciated. It is our plan to recognize our benefactors in alternate 
issues. The future depends upon you.

Organizations which have contributed in this past year include:
• The Desert Protective Council
• San Diego Chapter, Sierra Club, Conservation Committee
• San Bernardino Chapter, Sierra Club
• San Bernardino Chapter, Sierra Club, Mojave Group
• Argonaut Charitable Foundation

The many individuals who have contributed also deserve mention. 
These SPONSORS of the Desert Report with contributions of $100 
or more are:

Tom Budlong
Los Angeles, CA

Robert Coates
San Diego, CA

Karen Cox
Nevada City, CA

Laura Cunningham
Beatty, NV

Craig Deutsche
Los Angeles, CA

Pat Flanagan 
Twentynine Palms, CA

Kim Floyd
Wrightwood, CA
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CALIFORNIA DESERT PROTECTION ACT 2010
This legislation, s. 2921, was introduced in the u.s. senate in de-
cember 2009. When and if this is passed, it will directly determine 
the future of over a million acres of the California desert and will 
be instrumental in guiding development in a far greater area than 
this. As always the “devil is in the details.” The five articles in this 
issue which address various aspects of this bill should provide an 
overview of the good and the bad in this proposal.
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Las Vegas is known far and wide for its hotels, casinos, shows, and 
other entertainment attractions. Less known are the many natu-
ral wonders found in and around the Las Vegas Valley. Many are 
familiar with the Red Rock Canyon National Conservation Area, 
the Sloan Canyon National conservation Area with its petroglyph 
site, and Mount Charleston, but the area which is currently attract-
ing attention is the not very well known: Upper Las Vegas Wash. 
The sedimentary deposits in this wash, which begins at the far 
northwest end of the Las Vegas Valley and ends at the Colorado 
River, arguably contain a richer fossil assemblage than the famed 
La Brea tar pits in Los Angeles. The recent history of this area dem-
onstrate how easily scientifically significant resources can be lost 
or destroyed through ignorance and the pressures of commerce.
 The area in question lies at the north end of the Las Vegas 
Valley, west of Interstate 15, and runs along the base of the Sheep 
Range, north almost to Indian Springs. At first glance its most evi-
dent features are badlands and erosion channels in fine, silty soils 
- an area attractive to off-roaders, shooters, and people too lazy to 
properly dispose of their trash. It has also been seen by the cities 
of Las Vegas and North Las Vegas as an obvious area for urban 
expansion.
 In 2002, when the Nevada Congressional Delegation crafted a 
public lands bill for Clark County, Las Vegas and North Las Vegas 
lobbied to have part of this area included in an expanded disposal 
boundary around the Las Vegas Valley. The passage of that Lands 

Bill, which called for the BLM to dispose of some 30,000 acres of 
land, was a major federal action and triggered the need to prepare 
an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to assess the resources of 
the area and the impacts of privatizing that land. That study dem-
onstrated that the Upper Las Vegas Wash was not just another des-
ert flood channel but was the home of at least two rare plants and a 
rich fossil record. This led to the preparation of a Supplemental EIS 
(SEIS) in order to more fully assess the resources of the area and to 
determine possible courses of action.
 The area to be studied for possible preservation came to be 
known by the cumbersome and incongruous name of Conserva-
tion Transfer Area (CTA). This name arose because the BLM, pur-
suant to the 2002 designation as a disposal area, intended that it 
would be sold or transferred to one of the cities or a non-profit 
such as The Nature Conservancy for some sort of protection. The 
initial size of the area subject to the SEIS was about 3,200 acres 
but was soon expanded to 5,000 acres and eventually to more than 
13,000 acres. The size of the area studied was dictated by resource  
considerations, but also by the disposal area boundary. Only the 
area inside the disposal boundary was actually to be the subject of 
the SEIS.
 It was known since the 1930’s that there were fossils in the 
area of Tule Springs, an area of natural springs in the northwest 
Las Vegas Valley on the edge of the Wash, but more extensive work 
in the 1960s showed that there were significant late Pleistocene 
vertebrate fossils of mammoths, horses and camels embedded in 
what is known as the Las Vegas Formation, a series of silt and clay 
deposits that occur in thin horizontal layers. Taken together these 
layers in the Las Vegas Formation are considered by paleontologists 
to contain the most significant find of late Pleistocene fossils in the 
Mojave Desert. Not only are these fossil beds extensive, but they 
contain a very complete assemblage of both large and small verte-
brate remains as well as invertebrates such as mollusks. The fossil 
remains in this area, which range in age up to about 200,000 years, 
will allow paleontologists to reconstruct the recent geologic history 
of the area and the changes in climate that have occurred during 
this time period.
 The incredible growth and development which have character-
ized the Las Vegas Valley in recent years have ended (at least for 
the time being) and provide a breathing spell and an opportunity 
to take a look at future directions for the Las Vegas community. 
The release of the Draft SEIS for the Upper Las Vegas Wash CTA 
in late January, 2010, provides a factual basis for deciding on an 

A NEW NATIONAL MONUMENT PROPOSED

Ancient Horses, Camels, and 
Mammoths In Las Vegas, Oh My!

BY JOHN HIATT

Continued on page 13las Vegas Bear Poppy, one of several sensitive species in the 
Conservation Transfer Area
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Senator Dianne Feinstein’s (D, California) Califor-
nia Desert Protection Act (CDPA) of 1994 protect-
ed over seven million acres of desert landscape as 
wilderness. It created Death Valley National Park, 
Joshua Tree National Park, the Mojave National 
Preserve, and 69 wilderness areas. The CDPA re-
mains the largest land preservation bill in Califor-
nia history, and Senator Feinstein rightly considers 
its passage to be one of her greatest accomplish-
ments as a United States Senator. Now, 15 years 
later, on December 21 Senator Feinstein intro-
duced the California Desert Protection Act of 2010 
(S. 2921) which will protect nearly two million 
acres of beautiful and threatened desert.
 The road leading from the passage of the 
original CDPA to the introduction of the CDPA of 
2010 has been a very long one. 
 At the time the original CDPA was working its way through 
the legislative process, the U.S. Army’s Fort Irwin National Train-
ing Center announced its desire to expand into areas surround-
ing the base – “wilderness study areas” (WSAs) overseen by the 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) that were being considered 
for wilderness protection by Congress. It was understood by the 
people working on this bill, including environmental groups, Sena-
tor Feinstein, and Congressman Jerry Lewis, that once Fort Irwin 
finished its expansion, the remaining areas would become wilder-
ness. These were the Avawatz Mountains, Kingston Range Addi-
tions, Soda Mountains, Cady Mountains, and a long, narrow strip 
of BLM land on the southern border of Death Valley National Park. 
Collectively these were known as the Fort Irwin WSAs. The Army 
finished its plans for the Fort Irwin expansion in 2001 and enlarged 
the base to include a portion of the Avawatz Mountains WSA. 
 In 2007, the California Wilderness Coalition (CWC) took Sena-
tor Feinstein’s Deputy State Director, James Peterson, and her field 
representative for San Bernardino Riverside and Orange Counties, 
Chris Carrillo, on a tour of the Fort Irwin WSAs. They were very im-
pressed by the beauty of the areas and the fact that there were not 
many conflicts that would make it difficult to include them in legis-
lation. Since CWC now had their attention, we also gave them a list 
of other places in the desert that were not included in the original 
CDPA but were prime candidates for wilderness designation. The 
Senator’s staff came back with some restrictions upon the poten-
tial new areas that they would consider: 1) they had to be inside 
the boundaries of the BLM’s California Desert Conservation Area 
(CDCA, a vast region that encompasses most of southeastern Cali-

fornia) and 2) they had to have had some conflict 
that had prevented them from being included in 
the original CDPA that had since been resolved. Ul-
timately 17 proposed wilderness areas were iden-
tified, and with this, the real work began. Between 
April and August of 2007, CWC took the Senator’s 
staff to each of these areas, traveling over 3,600 
miles in nine days. We (CWC) researched each of 
the areas, as the Senator required, to identify any 
potential conflicts that might arise from Wilder-
ness designation, and negotiations to resolve the 
problems were initiated.
     In the meantime, the importance of protecting 
desert wild lands took on an even greater urgency 
when a new threat emerged – a frenzy of solar and 
wind power project applications that resembled 
the California Gold Rush in their number, scope, 

and the excitement they generated among investors. The lands for 
which permit applications were filed far exceeded any reasonable 
estimate of what would actually be needed for renewable energy 
production. Particularly distressing was the fact that many applica-
tions centered on areas which had been purchased and given to 
the federal government very specifically for conservation purposes. 
Much of the money used in these purchases had been appropri-
ated by Congress through efforts of Senator Feinstein. Although 
she wrote Interior Secretary Ken Salazar voicing her belief that the 
federal government must honor its commitment for conservation  
of these lands, there was no apparent assurance that this would be 
the case.
 Ultimately Senator Feinstein has created a bill that will create 
two national monuments and a number of Wilderness Areas. Ad-
ditionally it legislates requirements for developing renewable en-
ergy resources in the California desert and ten western states, and 
it includes further provisions dealing with recreation, land manage-
ment, and Native Tribal rights.
 Throughout this process the CWC has worked to build public 
support in the five affected counties (Inyo, San Bernardino, River-
side, San Diego, and Imperial). In collaboration with other groups 
and individual activists, we led hikes to the proposed wilderness 
areas and other special places, we generated hundreds of support 
letters to Senator Feinstein, and we met with countless stakeholders 
including the mayors of desert cities, the Department of Defense, 
OHV enthusiasts, mining firms, energy developers, and a host of 

CALIFORNIA DESERT PROTECTION ACT OF 2010 

 
A Desert Wilderness Bill At Last! 

BY MONICA ARGANDOÑA and RYAN HENSON 
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Flowers in the Kingston Mountain Wilderness Addition
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others. One of our most complex negotiations was with the U.S. 
Naval Special Warfare Command which includes the famed Sea, 
Air and Land (SEAL) forces who use the proposed wilderness areas 
in Imperial County for training purposes. Fortunately, we were able 
to develop an agreement with the Navy that would allow the areas 
to be protected while the SEALs continued to use them for low-
impact training. 

 As a result of all of this hard work Senator Feinstein’s CDPA of  
2010 will:
•  Establish the 941,413-acre Mojave Trails National Monument in 

eastern San Bernardino County along the southern boundary of 
the Mojave National Preserve;

•  Designate the 133,524-acre Sand to Snow National Monument 
that stretches between Joshua Tree National Park on the east and 
the high country of the San Gorgonio Wilderness in the San Ber-
nardino National Forest to the west;

• Designate 346,108 acres as wilderness, including: 
 · Avawatz Mountains Wilderness (86,614 acres)
 · Great Falls Basin Wilderness (7,871 acres) 
 · Soda Mountains Wilderness (79,376 acres)
 ·  Death Valley National Park Wilderness Additions (90,152 

acres)
 · Golden Valley Wilderness Additions (21,633 acres)
 · Kingston Range Wilderness Additions (53,321 acres)
 · San Gorgonio Wilderness Additions (7,141 acres)
•  Establish the 75,575-acre Vinagre Wash Special Management 

Area in Imperial County where many ecologically and culturally 
sensitive areas would be protected from development and ve-
hicle use, including 48,699 acres that would essentially be man-
aged as wilderness;

•  Enlarge Death Valley National Park by 40,740 acres, Mojave Na-
tional Preserve by 29,246 acres and Joshua Tree National Park 
by 2,904 acres;

•  Add over 76 miles (24,300 acres) of stream to the National Wild 
and Scenic Rivers System along the Amargosa River, Deep Creek, 
Surprise Canyon, and the Whitewater River;

•  Permanently prohibit the staking of new mining claims on ap-
proximately 10,000 acres of land sacred to the Quechan Tribe in 
Imperial County;

•  Mandate the study and protection of a cultural trail and the fea-
tures associated with it along the Colorado River that is sacred to 
several tribes;

 •  Make it more difficult for developers to excessively exploit ground-
water in or near the Mojave National Preserve;

•  Transfer a 994-acre BLM holding in San Diego County to Anza-
Borrego Desert State Park and require the state to manage the 
land as wilderness;

•  Protect land from development in the CDCA that has been do-
nated to or acquired by the federal government for conservation 
purposes; and

•  Require the Department of the Interior to study the future impacts 
of climate change on the California desert, to mitigate these im-
pacts, and to identify and protect important wildlife migration 
corridors in the region.

 However, it is unrealistic to think that such a large and impor-
tant conservation measure cannot have some concessions for poten-
tial opponents. For instance, the bill will also:
•  Withdraw protection from 33,571 acres of the Soda Mountains 

WSA;
•  Withdraw protection from the 84,400-acre Cady Mountains WSA 

(however, all but 5,500 acres of the area will be included in the 
Mojave Trails National Monument);

•  Facilitate the transfer of isolated parcels of state-owned lands in 
exchange for federal assets, potentially including parcels of BLM 
land;

•  Turn five existing administratively-designated OHV recreation 
areas covering 314,000 acres into legislatively-designated OHV 
areas that cannot be closed without another act of Congress;

•  Require the Secretary of the Interior to study the possibility of 
expanding these OHV areas somewhat; and

•  Allow for the expansion of a small airport in Imperial County.

 We did not get everything we wanted in the bill, but we cannot 
downplay the importance of this legislation that will protect some 
of the most special places in our beautiful desert. We urge you to 
visit the Senator’s website, http://feinstein.senate.gov/public/, and 
read her press statement and the details of the bill. We also encour-
age you to visit our desert campaign website, www.californiadesert.
org, for more information, press coverage, fact sheets, and pictures. 
Please feel free to call CWC if you have any questions about the bill 
or our desert conservation program. 

Ryan Henson is the Senior Conservation Director for the California 
Wilderness Coalition. He has worked for the CWC since 1994. He lives 
and works in Redding, California.

Monica Argandoña is the Southern California Conservation Director 
for the California Wilderness Coalition. Her efforts include designation 
and protection of wilderness areas. She is also a doctoral candidate in 
anthropology at UC Riverside writing her dissertation on land use is-
sues in the California desert.
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Proposed Avawatz Mountain Wilderness
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Looking out toward the sand dunes, I remembered 
how just a couple of months before we had about 
75 volunteers engaged in cleaning up the area and 
planting vegetation on a web of illegal off-road 
vehicle routes leading up and into the protected 
dunes. The Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) 
National Public Lands Day (NPLD) in September 
2009 focused on a Wonder Valley location with 
100-year-old adobe ruins and a sand dune system 
known for its beautiful display of wildflowers in  
the spring. 
 Before me were the tracks of dozens of ve-
hicles that had completely crushed the restoration work. Riders 
scaled the dunes, damaged the small trees and bushes that keep 
the dunes in-tact, and crushed the habitat of burrowing owls, kit 
foxes, and Mojave Fringe-Toed Lizards. I was both sad and angry to 
witness such disrespectful, destructive, and ignorant behavior. One 
local law enforcement official told me that he suspected the dam-
age was intentional.
 For years, individuals and orga-
nizations in the Morongo Basin have 
been working to stop the extensive 
destruction of our private and public 
lands by off-road vehicles. We formed 
a non-profit, all-volunteer organiza-
tion, Community ORV Watch (COW), 
www.orvwatch.com, to address the 
widespread problem of ORVs. We en-
deavor to educate the public and our 
elected officials, support law enforce-
ment, and promote laws that are both 
fair and effective.
 COW joined with other local 
groups, including the 29 Palms His-
torical Society, the Mojave Desert 
Land Trust, and the Morongo Basin 
Conservation Association to adopt the 
Poste Homestead and try to protect 
an area worth saving. In a process of 
about three years, a BLM archeologist 
conducted a study of the area with 
local volunteers, and we erected an 
interpretive sign, conducted a clean-

up of the area, and placed barriers to close illegal 
routes. The BLM constructed a kiosk with a map 
showing that there is only one legal route through 
the area. Despite closed routes, maps, and signs, 
riders regularly ride all over the area. The BLM has 
little or no law enforcement in the Morongo Basin, 
and we have to depend on local citizens to moni-
tor the site. When local residents try to stop ille-
gal riders, many of whom come from urban areas  
outside of our communities, we are often ignored 
or threatened. 
    The BLM’s National Public Lands Day events 

brought together staff and volunteers to restore the Poste Home-
stead. We were even joined by a local ORV vendor who promotes 
responsible recreation. After the event, we all sat down to some 
excellent BBQ and listened to a local blue-grass band. The clean-up 
and restoration project was good for both the community and the 

MORE THAN A CULTURE CLASH 

Off-Roaders Destroy Restoration Work at 
Poste Homestead Natural & Historic Area 

BY PHIL KLASKY

Top: Illegal tracks up a dune at the Poste Homestead. Above: Interpretive sign placed on national 
Public lands day.
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KEEPING THE WEST WILD 

Come To Western Wilderness 
Conference 2010 

Western Wilderness Conference 2010 is coming to 
California: coming to University of California at 
Berkeley, April 8 to 11. Chances are good you have 
already heard about this gathering of wilderness 
enthusiasts from all over the West – biggest confab 
in decades. Even if you have not yet heard (where 
have you been all these months?) – it is not too late 
to sign up for an event you will not want to miss. 
If you have a passion for the Wilds, if solitude in 
broad expansive spaces is important to you – or if 
you haven’t spent time in the wilderness but are 
alarmed at all the developments that pave over open space and 
want to help draw protective lines around natural areas – then join 
the fun at Western Wilderness Conference 2010. Online registra-
tion at www.westernwilderness.org is proceeding actively.
 What’s it all about? With a focus on New Aims, New Allies for 
Wild Places in a time of change, Western Wilderness Conference 
2010 highlights ecosystem changes – such as the climate change 
that has people worried today – and political change – such as the 
new Administration in Washington DC that offers opportunities for 
more protective regulations for land management and for legisla-
tion to establish new wilderness. New allies means we’ll seek to 
attract youth and minority communities to the ongoing efforts to 
preserve wild public lands as protected open space.
 Environmental organizations in 13 Western states have spon-
sored this unique gathering of enthusiasts from all over the West, 
including Hawaii and Alaska. Virtually all the Sierra Club Chapters 
in the Western states are sponsors. 
 In celebration of a special anniversary that’s happening in 
2010 – the 50th birthday of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge 
you’ll enjoy a talk on “The Arctic Refuge as a Symbol – on its 50th 
Anniversary” by Arctic Refuge staffer Roger Kaye, who has made 
a name for himself as a wilderness scholar. And, speaking of an-
niversaries, we will also recognize the recent fifteenth anniversary 
of the California Desert Protection Act, signed October 31, 1994, 
by then President Bill Clinton.

Here are some things you’ll find on the program
Regional workshops about crucial campaigns around the West 
– and three of these feature California:
•  Wilderness issues on Alaska’s protected parks and unprotected 

wild public lands;
• Campaign For The California Desert, Then And Now –this one’s 

being put on by California Wilderness Coalition’s 
Monica Argandoña; 
•  California’s Berryessa Snow Mountain NCA 

Campaign;
•  Sierra Nevada Alliance Climate Work; Yellow-

stone To Yukon Conservation Initiative;
•  “Protecting the Spine of the Continent”, focus 

on New Mexico And Mexico;
• Nevada’s wonderful Wild Places; 
•  The “Rest of the West”—from Rocky Mountains 

to Great Plains.

Panels and plenaries include Wilderness historian Doug Scott’s dy-
namic presentation of the History of Wilderness: The Roots of Suc-
cessful Public Land Protection; he’ll be aided by longtime wilder-
ness warriors Mike McCloskey and Polly Dyer. 

That’s only the beginning – then we move on to:
•  Climate Change And Wilderness: how wild lands and ecosystems 

will respond and evolve in a changing climate;
• Economic Benefits Of Wilderness; 
• Ocean Wilderness/Marine Protected Areas ;
•  Building Resilient Habitats to protect wilderness from climate 

change;
•  National Landscape Conservation System—America’s Treasured 

Landscapes;
•  Wilderness Managing Agency Panel with representatives from all 

four big federal wilderness agencies;
•  Protecting forest and desert wildlands from Off-Road Vehicle 

Damage.  

Seeking new allies gets special attention in a number of panels, 
some of these are: 
•  Wilderness And The Arts – ideas from artists who use their art to 

help wilderness; 
• Latino Communities And Wilderness;
•  Indigenous Peoples and their roles in conservation and restora-

tion work; 
•  Nature Deficit Disorder, Natural Leaders Network, and Children 

& Nature Movement;
•  Passing The Torch, Students speak on the next generation’s ideas 

of wild places;
• Engaging Communities of Faith.

BY VICKY HOOVER

Continued on page 9
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THE DATA IS IN 

The Desert Cahuilla 
Prehistoric Area Needs Help 

Imagine a land of soft pastel eroded sand hills, 
vast mesas covered with dark-hued, tightly 
spaced, rounded rocks traversed by etchings of 
ancient foot-paths, interspersed with deep, ser-
pentine, mesquite-filled washes: welcome to the 
Desert Cahuilla Prehistoric Area.
 Some of the unique features of the Desert Ca-
huilla Prehistoric Area:
·  Ancient Native American trails and cleared circles
· Multi-colored sandstone badlands
·  Quaternary Alluvial Fan Deposits and subsequent 
ancient desert pavement

·  Vernal Pools
·  Ancient Lake Cahuilla shoreline deposits and associated ancient 
fish traps

· Sandstone deposits of diverse weird shapes called concretions
· Petrified wood deposits
· Several species of rare and endemic plants
·  Fossil bearing formations, namely the Palm Spring and Borrego 
Formations

· Peninsular Bighorn Sheep summer forage habitat
· Mesquite Mounds
·  Wildly beautiful vistas stretching toward the Santa Rosa Moun-
tains and the Salton Sea

   In late 2006, The California Department of Parks and Recre-

ation acquired 4,000 acres of the Desert Cahuilla 
Area within the 23 square mile checkerboard of 
public and private land in northwestern Imperial 
County. North of State Highway 22, these lands 
are adjacent to State Park wilderness as well as 
the 82,000-acre Ocotillo Wells State Vehicular 
Recreation Area. Slated for inclusion in the Anza 
Borrego Desert State Park the California Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation (DPR) pledged to 
fulfill their responsibility to protect and preserve 
the natural and cultural resources in the interim 
between the date of acquisition and finalization of 

a general plan for the Desert Cahuilla Area.
 Off-road vehicle recreation is acknowledged to be the most ob-
vious and pressing threat to the preservation of this unique and 
fragile area. Unauthorized, unmanaged off-road vehicle activity, re-
ferred to herein as OHV activity for consistency with the terminol-
ogy used by DPR, had been creating serious damage to the fragile 
features and cultural sites, especially in the southern sections of the 
Desert Cahuilla Area for decades.
 Despite written pleas to Ruth Coleman, Director of State Parks, 
from a dozen conservation groups, individuals, and other organiza-
tions to temporarily close the area to vehicular activity while State 
Parks conducted resource surveys, Director Coleman and her staff 
at Ocotillo Wells State Vehicular Area (SVRA) stated that because 
of the vastness of the area and the “historical” unauthorized use of 
the area by OHV enthusiasts, closing the area to OHV use during 
the planning process would take would not be possible. State Parks 
staff stated that if they tried to close the area to OHVs, some enthu-
siasts would become angry and additional resource damage would 
occur. DPR instead produced a list of actions they would undertake 
to protect the area from further OHV damage in the interim. Some 
of the actions they proposed included publishing an informational 
brochure asking visitors to the area to drive only on established 
trails, agreeing to conduct a CEQA and special use permit process 
for any large motorized special events in the area, and training citi-
zen volunteers to monitor the area.
 Starting early in 2007, in order to confirm that State Parks in-
terim management actions were working, members of the Desert 
Protective Council (DPC), the Anza-Borrego Foundation (ABF), the 
Sierra Club, and the California Native Plant Society conducted ex-
cursions to the Desert Cahuilla Area to monitor the condition of the 
Desert Cahuilla land and features, the level of vehicular activity, law 
enforcement presence, the existence of signs marking the boundar-
ies of the new State Park sections, the Anza-Borrego State Park sec-

BY TERRY WEINER

Top: new trails in the making within the desert Cahuilla area. 
Above: High resolution aerial photo showing trails and donuts on 
the desert pavement
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tion, and sections belonging to the Anza-Borrego Foundation. On 
each excursion conditions were documented in notebooks, with 
photography, video footage, and GPS data points.
 At the end of 2007, a year from the date of State Park’s acqui-
sition, with growing concern from their on-the-ground observa-
tions of increasing OHV damage throughout the area, the DPC and 
ABF contracted Petra Geotechnical Services to fly over the Desert 
Cahuilla to obtain high-resolution, color, vertical aerial photo-
graphs of the entire area in order to establish a baseline condition 
of the area, including photographs of the location of routes, trails, 
and damage to cultural areas and to geologic features. The photo-
graphs are of sufficient quality and resolution to display features 
down to small bushes and narrow footpaths.
 In March 2009, SCS Engineers Environmental Consultants, 
guided by the former Petra geologist/project lead on the 2007 
aerial surveys, conducted a second photographic fly-over, concen-
trating on the northern portion of the property which, because of 
its remoteness, had thus far sustained fewer impacts from OHV 
activity. The creation of new routes, trails, and damage to desert 
pavement and alluvial fan surfaces would show up more readily 
than in the heavily scarred southern portion of the property closer 
to Ocotillo Wells State Vehicular Recreation. SCS Engineers digi-
tally compared the March 09 aerial photographs to the December 
2007 photographs, evaluating them for OHV damage occurring 
after December 7, 2007.
 The findings of the report are outlined in the Executive Sum-
mary: “Based on SCS’s review and evaluation of the aerial pho-
tographs from December 2007 and March 2009, additional dam-
age has occurred at multiple locations in the Desert Cahuilla. New 
damage included scarring on alluvial fan surfaces, new hill climbs 
from washes up onto slopes and highlands, new tracks across high-
lands between washes, and new tracks in lowland desert areas. 
Such new impact was not limited to areas where abundant OHV 
activity has already been occurring, but was also observed in areas 
where previous OHV activity was minimal. Therefore, it appears 
that impacts from OHV activity in the Desert Cahuilla are not only 
increasing with new tracks in high traffic areas, but also expand-
ing in areas of previously minimal traffic. The photographs and 
interpretive report clearly show that new damage has occurred in 
the Desert Cahuilla Area under the management of State Parks”.
 On December 3, 2009, SCS released its interpretive report to 
the ABF and DPC. ABF notified Director of State Parks Ruth Cole-
man of the release of the report in person, and on December 14 
DPC sent the report to the Director Coleman and to the superinten-
dents of Ocotillo Wells SVRA and Anza-Borrego Desert State Park. 
In early January, Roy Stearns, a spokesperson for the Department 
of Parks and Recreation stated that they were investigating the 
report’s photographs of damage in order to determine what dam-
age is on state parks land because they have no authority over the 
interspersed sections of State Lands Commission land or on the 
private property. He said that State Parks will address and work to 
do what they can to restore damage to sites they find on their land 
and to prevent more damage.
 Remedying the damage is important, but prevention of more 
damage is critical. The mission of State Parks is to protect Califor-
nia’s natural and cultural resources from degradation. The biologi-
cal, archaeological, and paleo surveys have not yet been completed 
for the area. The EIR and General Plan process have not yet be-

gun. In the interim, it is State Parks’ responsibility to protect these 
lands for present and future generations. It is not without precedent 
for California State Parks to close newly acquired land until the 
completion of a General Plan for the area. In the Desert Cahuilla 
Area management steps need to be taken quickly to prevent more 
ongoing damage from vehicular recreation and irretrievable loss of 
a unique part of California’s natural and cultural heritage. 

Terry Weiner is a resident of San Diego, a long time desert activist, and 
is currently the Imperial County Coordinator for the Desert Protective 
Council. She is also chair of a group dealing with ORV issues within 
the CNRCC Desert Committee.

For More Information

 You can access the complete report with photographs 

at: http://dpcinc.org/files/2009/dCPA.pdf

 For a video of the desert Cahuilla Area: http://tinyurl.

com/desertCahuilla

Wilderness Conference 2010 

Continued FRoM page 7

Training sessions for effective advocacy include:
•  Wilderness explained - everything you need to know about the 

Wilderness Act – a primer on the basics!
• The Internet And Online Media – a New Tool for Wilderness;
• Backpack Geography: Integrating GIS into Wilderness Outings ;
• Media Outreach: how to get attention from Communications; 
•  As a final rousing drama Sunday morning, Dave Foreman will ex-

hort us all to vital action in his Rewilding North America: Inspir-
ing Action For The Future. 

 Friday and Saturday evening receptions and Sunday afternoon 
outings will put the finishing touches on your wilderness adven-
tures. Plus art displays, films, musical entertainment.
 Looks like a full program, doesn’t it, for, say a week? No, sorry, 
everything is crammed into two full days plus an evening and a 
morning. Lots of attractions happening simultaneously – something 
like a six-ring circus. Especially Friday and Saturday. We expect la-
ments that participants simply can’t take in all the exciting features. 
Good. That’s the kind of laments we seek. So come on – be there. 
Cheer. Complain. Applaud. Lament. Be inspired. Then, resolve to go 
home and act! But don’t miss out. New aims, new allies: Keeping the 
West Wild. 
  
Vicky Hoover is Co-Chair, Western Wilderness Conference 2010 Plan-
ning Committee
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BEYOND POLITICS AND COMPROMISE

 

Quechan Native Lands Need 
Protection Also

The Quechan people and their ancestors have inhabited the area 
surrounding the confluence of the Colorado and Gila Rivers for 
centuries. The Tribe’s traditional lands extend well beyond the 
boundaries of the present day Fort Yuma Indian Reservation. Prior 
to the creation of the reservation in 1884, the Quechan traditional-
ly utilized lands as far east as Gila Bend, Arizona, west to Ocotillo, 
California, south into Mexico and north to Blythe, California, and 
Quartzsite, Arizona. The Colorado River corridor from just north of 
Laughlin, Nevada, into Mexico is also part of the Quechan’s tradi-
tional land as it is integral to the Creation of the Tribe.
 The cultural landscape of the Quechan consists of a myriad 
of natural and cultural features; intaglios, geoglyphs, petroglyphs, 
trails, and pottery and lithic scatters are just a few of the types of 
physical remains visible today from the past activities of the Tribe. 
While each of these features is impressive in its own right, collec-
tively they are part of a larger landscape that includes ceremonial, 
travel, habitation and battle site locations, as well as sacred places. 
 This fragile landscape is currently under attack by proposed 
developments such as mining and energy development, as well as 
the use of off highway vehicles (OHV). 
 In 1994, the Tribe began a long battle with Gold Corp, Inc. 
(formerly Glamis Gold, Ltd.) over the Indian Pass area in Impe-
rial County, California. The Indian Pass area, which is sacred to 

the Tribe, is rich in cultural resources including a complex trail 
network, which includes the Xam Kwatcham trail that begins at 
Avikwame, in southern Nevada, and extends to Avikwalal, on the 
International Border. This trail is an integral part of the Tribes’ Cre-
ation Story and contains both physical and spiritual components. 
The surrounding area also includes significant cultural resources 
such as intaglio sites, desert pavement features including cleared 
areas and rock alignments, and artifact scatters. 
 It is within this landscape that Glamis Gold, Ltd. proposed 
an open-pit mine on 1,650 acres of land under the jurisdiction of 
the Bureau of Land Management. After fifteen long years, a North 
American Free Trade Agreement tribunal announced its decision in 
June 2009 to uphold state and federal actions in regulating hard 
rock mining on public lands. However, it remains unclear whether 
this decision will ultimately prevent mining near Indian Pass. 
 Indeed, Indian Pass and the cultural, as well as spiritual land-
scape, in which it is located is currently facing a new set of threats: 
energy development and uncontrolled off highway vehicle use.
 Large-scale energy projects, mainly solar, are being proposed in 
the desert at an alarming rate. Along the I-10 corridor, from Blythe, 
California, to approximately 25 miles west of Blythe, there are cur-
rently eight known solar development proposals. Just west of El 
Centro, California, there are three-large scale solar projects pro-
posed in addition to one wind-energy project. Additionally, within 
the Indian Pass landscape, a traditional cultural property of the 
Tribe, a solar project has been proposed. Each solar project has the 
potential to disturb several thousand acres or more.
 The potential destruction of traditional plant gathering areas 
and clay sources located within these project areas is of great con-
cern to the Tribe, as is the potential for animals of traditional im-
portance to the Tribe to permanently leave the area due to loss 
of habitat. The projects, particularly wind-energy and the concen-
trated solar power towers can also cause serious view-shed impacts, 
which affects certain ceremonies performed by the Tribe. Moreover, 
given the size and scope of these projects, a significant amount of 
land will be disturbed for construction and operation – resulting 
in the permanent loss of cultural resources and ancestral human 
remains that exist within the Tribe’s traditional area. 
 With each project the Tribe faces the cumulative loss of their 
culture, beliefs, and lifeways as the physical and spiritual land-
scapes are impacted. There must be a better way to balance the re-
gion’s renewable energy goals and the cultural and religious values 
of local tribes. National environmental groups who do not directly 
live in or represent our area must not be given a greater voice on the Intaglios north of Blythe, CA. notice the fence surrounding 

them for protection and the nearby road and oRV trails.
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Off-Roaders Destroy Restorationplacement of these utility scale industrial projects. 
 Perhaps an even larger threat to the health of the landscape is 
off highway vehicle use. OHV use in the desert is proliferating and, 
unfortunately, largely unregulated. While many BLM field offices 
have begun “designating” routes via signage, our observations are 
that a great many individuals ignore the warnings and do not stay 
on the designated routes. Destruction of the resources by individu-
als choosing to leave the designated route to travel cross-country 
through the open desert is seen almost everywhere. There are no 
laws or BLM regulations being consistently enforced to handle 
these situations. Due to persistent lack of personnel and funding 
and the pervasive lack of travel management plans, the desert is 
left largely unprotected where OHVs are free to erase parts of the 
Tribe’s history. 
 In December 2009, Senator Dianne Feinstein introduced the 
California Desert Protection Act of 2010. While the bill offers wil-
derness protection to areas elsewhere in Southern California, the 
landscape that includes parts of the Indian Pass area has been des-
ignated only as a Special Management Area (SMA). While the SMA 
would curtail development such as energy, it would approve the 
use of OHVs by designating open routes without requiring environ-
mental review. 
 This is profoundly disturbing to the Tribe given the spiritual 
significance of the area and the known cultural resources contained 
within the landscape. OHVs currently run rampant in this area and 
have already caused irreparable damage to several sites. While the 
Tribe has spoken with BLM about this area on numerous occasions, 
we have been informed that due to the lack of a travel manage-
ment plan and personnel, there is little it is willing to do. 
 While the bill has other specific provisions which the Tribe 
supports, the proposed legislation does not require a travel man-
agement plan for the SMA nor does it provide either guidance or 
funds to adequately manage this sacred area despite BLMs admis-
sion that they cannot manage the OHVs on their land.
 It is the Tribe’s hope that Senator Feinstein and the groups 
supporting the bill will see that requiring a management plan for 
this SMA and allowing routes only where they will not adversely 
impact tribal cultural areas must be a part of this legislation if it 
is to truly offer improved protection for this important part of the 
California Desert. Failure to do this could set precedent to be re-
gretted later. 

A long time desert resident, Bridget R. Nash-Chrabascz has a master’s 
degree in anthropology and has done field work and education in 
the area of prehistoric archeology for over ten years. In her present 
position she works as liaison to local, State, and Federal agencies to 
mitigate impacts to the cultural resources of the Quechan Tribe.
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environment and helped to promote a sense of stewardship of a 
special place.
 After the ORVs damaged the area, we called on law enforce-
ment to investigate and issued a press release about the incident. 
Local riders scurried to their computers and sent out missives that 
claimed that the damage was exaggerated, and some of the local 
press picked up these unsubstantiated rumors and reported a con-
troversy. A friend of mine calls the conflict with off-roaders a “cul-
ture clash” with “colliding values.” A reporter from the LA Times 
came to Wonder Valley to meet with local residents at the Poste 
Homestead. They showed him where the restoration work had been 
and the damage by the riders. The headline of his story read, “Two 
ways of life collide in the desert,” (LA Times, Tuesday, January 5, 
2010, A5). 

 Two ways of life? Culture clash? Since when is illegal and de-
structive behavior a way of life or a cultural value? There are either 
riders who abide by the law, respect their neighbors, and stay on 
designated routes and in designated recreational areas, or those 
who break the law and cause property destruction and wreak en-
vironmental havoc. We find ourselves trying to protect our private 
property rights against a well-financed recreational industry. Recent 
congressional hearings about the impacts of ORVs on public lands 
reported that ORV abuse is the number one threat to those lands. I 
will never really understand this kind of destructive and anti-social 
behavior, but we need to start recognizing it for what it is in order 
to apply the necessary laws and the resources to curb it. This con-
flict is more than a culture clash: it is the difference between those 
who respect the law and those who violate it.
 The community will continue to protect the Poste Homestead 
so that we can visit there in peace, take a walk into the sand dunes, 
and look for the tracks of the animals that inhabit that place. In the 
springtime, we will go out with our cameras and wildflower books 
and sit down among the Tamarisk trees for a picnic. We will protect 
this special place by appreciating it and defending it as a commu-
nity resource we can all enjoy for generations to come. 

Philip M. Klasky is an environmental justice activist, teacher, writer, 
cultural geographer, and member of Community ORV Watch who di-
vides his time between San Francisco and Wonder Valley.

Continued FRoM page 6

Part of the Traditional Tribal land along the lower Colorado

Since when is illegal and destructive 
behavior a way of life or a cultural value? 

There are either riders who abide by 
the law, respect their neighbors, and stay on 

designated routes and in designated 
recreational areas, or those who break the 
law and cause property destruction and 

wreak environmental havoc.
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SAND TO SNOW NATIONAL MONUMENT 

Where Southern California And 
Northern California Meet 

It’s been a long trek up from Baja along the spine 
of the Peninsular Ranges with the blazing desert 
always far below to the east. Finally, in the last 24 
hours I’ve dropped a mind-numbing eight thou-
sand feet in elevation off the icy flanks of Mount 
San Jacinto down to hot sands and biting winds 
in San Gorgonio Pass. Getting a quick drink at 
Snow Creek, then crossing under Interstate 10 
at a bridge, in a few more miles I’ll finally make 
it back to blissful running water and shade at 
Whitewater River. 

Who am I, and where am I bound?
 I could be one of hundreds of Pacific Crest Trail “thru hikers” 
who make their way from Mexico to Canada every Spring, trying to 
navigate this daunting stretch of the great trail in the narrow win-
dow of opportunity when the winter snow along mountain ridges 
has melted enough to be passable but before the desert stretches 
become unbearably hot.

     Or I could just as likely be a mountain lion, 
a bear, a pocket mouse, or one of the many wild 
creatures that for millennia have moved back and 
forth between the Peninsular Ranges, which start 
in Baja California, and the Transverse Ranges 
(San Bernardino Mountains) which mark the start 
of the great Mojave Desert of upper California. 
Many diverse species depend for their long-term 
health on the transmission of genetic material in 
this way from one population to the next, and San 
Gorgonio Pass is a critical link in this vast chain of 
mountain ranges and their flora and fauna. That’s  

why renowned conservation biologist Michael Soulet called  
this area “the place where Southern California and Northern Cali-
fornia meet.” 
 It was with preserving this vital connection in mind that Sena-
tor Feinstein, at the urging of conservationists from Coachella Val-
ley and elsewhere, has submitted legislation to Congress to create 
the “Sand to Snow” National Monument. Sand to Snow would be 

a land bridge, preserving this 
critical wildlife linkage. This 
is also the interface between 
the San Gorgonio Wilder-
ness and the Santa Rosa and 
San Jacinto National Monu-
ment to the south and west, 
the Transverse Ranges to the 
north, and Joshua Tree Na-
tional Park to the east. What 
a great place for man or beast 
to roam!
   The Sand to Snow National 
Monument is a place of great 
diversity. Traversed by two 
major branches of the San 
Andreas earthquake fault, this 
region has dramatic topogra-
phy and resources. At 11,280 
feet above sea level, Mount 
San Gorgonio stands as the 
highest peak in Southern Cal-
ifornia, and it feeds the peren-
nial streams of Whitewater 

BY JOAN TAYLOR and BUFORD CRITES

Top: A view up Whitewater Canyon. The high forested ridges of the san Bernardino Mountains stand in 
sharp contrast to the dry lower canyon. Above: Proposed sand to snow national Monument boundaries.
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National Monument In Las Vegas
Continued FRoM page 3

appropriate course of action. The BLM’s preferred alternative calls 
for the preservation of the majority of the area, over 11,000 acres. 
It became evident early on that no local government entity or non-
profit group really has the resources or capability to properly pro-
tect and manage this area, although it is still referred to as the 
Conservation Transfer Area. Even before release of the Draft SEIS, 
the conservation community and some of the people living closest 
to the area have been pushing for preservation of the area based 
on resource boundaries, rather than the artificial boundaries of the 
disposal area created by the 2002 Congressional action. The Las 
Vegas Formation extends north almost to the limits of the drainage 
near Indian Springs, but land controlled by the BLM only extends a 
few miles north to the southern boundary of Creech Air Force Base.
 The management challenges present in trying to preserve 
and protect an area immediately adjacent to an urban area and 
bordered by land controlled by two cities, two federal agencies, 
Clark County, an Indian Tribe, and private individuals are daunting. 
In addition, part of the area lies under the flight path of military 
aircraft from Nellis Air Force Base to Creech AFB and the Nellis 
test and training range. Loss of this low-level flight route (500 feet 
above the ground) would seriously compromise the mission of Nel-
lis AFB, the country’s largest and most important fighter pilot train-
ing facility.
 The big decisions which need to be made in the near future are: 
how large an area should be preserved, what will be the boundar-
ies, and which federal agency will manage it? In view of the fact 
that the BLM disposal boundary was determined by an act of Con-
gress and multiple federal agencies are potentially impacted by any 
decision, these questions will be decided by Nevada’s Congressio-
nal Delegation, all of whose members seem to be in favor of some 
sort of protection for the area. The favored vehicle for managing 
the area at present seems to be National Monument designation. 
A National Monument could be managed by either the BLM or the 
National Park Service. There is already precedent for designation of 
areas rich in fossil remains as “Fossil Bed National Monuments” and 
this area could receive such a designation. The major challenges 
right now are determining politically acceptable boundaries and 
appropriate buffers. Although the City Councils of both Las Vegas 
and North Las Vegas have passed resolutions in favor of protecting 
the area in principle, both cities view future growth in the direction 
of the Upper Las Vegas Wash as part of their manifest destiny and 
are looking for room to grow.
 Lynn Davis of the National Parks Conservation Association, 
among others, is spearheading the effort to preserve this area and 
get it designated as a National Monument. There is a real urgency 
to get a bill introduced and acted upon before the Congressional 
elections in November, hence there is a real flurry of activity to 
work out the details of which entities will control which areas. Con-
servation of natural resources is never easy but the stakes are very 
high. Will we have enough foresight to preserve and learn from this 
window into history or will we bulldoze it and build houses, shop-
ping malls, and casinos? That is the decision to be made. 

John Hiatt, a desert activist living in Las Vegas, Nevada, is a member 
of the CNRCC Desert Committee and is a board member of Friends of 
Nevada Wilderness.

River, Mission Creek, Big Morongo, and Little Morongo Creeks. 
 Rugged and trackless, the upper reaches of north fork White-
water River have 100 ft. waterfalls and dramatic terrain and vege-
tation reminiscent of Nepal for the intrepid few who venture there. 
On the southern slopes of the San Gorgonio Wilderness you’ll find 
some of the finest big game habitat in the state. Through the cen-
ter of the proposed national monument runs the ecotone between 
the Sonoran and Mojave deserts, namely, the Big Morongo Area 
of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC). Big Morongo ACEC is 
not only one of the best birding areas in California, it constitutes 
the critical wildlife link to Joshua Tree National Park. Thus, the 
Sand to Snow ties the Peninsular Range ecosystem to not only the 
Transverse Ranges but also to the great Mojave Desert.
 Encompassing approximately 162,000 acres with over 90% 
conservation ownership, creation of the Sand to Snow Monument 
will bring permanent protection and visibility to an evolution-
ary hotspot and an area of remarkable biological diversity and  
scenic beauty. 

Joan Taylor has been a forty-year grassroots desert activist, working 
for Sierra Club and several other conservation organizations. Cur-
rently, she is Chair of the California/Nevada Desert Energy Com-
mittee and also sits on the governing boards of the Coachella Valley 
Mountains Conservancy and Friends of the Desert Mountains.

Buford Crites has a long history of involvement in both conserva-
tion efforts and community service. Among his many activities, he 
has served as chair of the Coachella Valley Mountains Conservancy, 
member of the Board of Directors of Friends of Desert Mountains, and 
Mayor of Palm Desert.

 
The Fine Print

 designation of the sand to snow Monument would stitch 
together protected public lands, e.g., wilderness, with those 
which currently have no special protection. This would pro-
vide a greater level of protection to non-wilderness areas 
including wildlife corridors. In addition, designation would 
likely result in more cohesive management of the area and 
increased funding. 
 However, there are provisions in the legislation which 
could result in the development of new utility rights-of-way. 
not only could such development impact the resources of 
the proposed monument but it might also set an undesirable 
precedent for future monument designations. Conservation 
groups are seeking changes which would require the full use 
of existing rights-of-way first and the location of new rights-
of-way, if any, adjacent to existing ones.
 some other key provisions of the legislation are as follows:
•  In general, only uses which further the purposes of the 

Monument would be allowed, e.g. to preserve biological 
values.

•  Within three years a management plan would be complet-
ed to provide for the conservation and protection of the 
Monument

•  In general, the federal land and interests in Federal land 
included within the Monument would be withdrawn from 
all forms of entry, appropriation, or disposal, including new 
mining claims and mineral leases.

•  The collection of reptiles and amphibians would be pro-
hibited in this biologically rich and heavily collected area.

DESERT REPORT MARCH 2010 13
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IMPORTANT GOALS, DETAILS NEED STUDY

Energy Related Provisions 
Of S. 2921

The land conservation measures which appear in the California 
Desert Protection Act of 2010 have received considerable publicity. 
This bill also includes substantial provisions addressing renewable 
energy development on public and private lands, not just in the 
California desert, but in all of ten Western states. These provisions 
attempt to balance the land protections of the bill with provisions 
to smooth the way for sensitive siting of renewable energy develop-
ment and transmission in appropriate locations. A brief summary 
of this material appears in a sidebar, and some comment will fol-
low here. Readers are urged to consult a much more complete anal-
ysis of these provisions that appears on the Desert Report website 
(www.desertreport.org). 
 A significant feature of S. 2921 (Title II: section 201) attempts 
to both streamline the process of evaluating and siting renewable 
energy projects and to manage the funds collected from solar and 
wind generation on public lands. It allocates collected monies to 
states, counties, permit processing and a restoration funds. Envi-
ronmental groups will likely request more funds for restoration 
and mitigation. An important section allows funds from oil and gas 
leasing (the Permit Improvement Fund) to be spent to improve the 
permitting process for renewables; this could improve staffing and 
environmental analyses under NEPA.
 Section 202 of Title II offers important improvements to the 
present system of permitting renewable energy projects. The bill 
continues BLM’s right-of-way approach to renewable energy while 
many would prefer leasing and royalties similar to oil and gas ex-
traction. A positive step requires the Department of Interior (DOI) 
to prioritize applications and to deal first with those which have 
the greatest probability of being implemented - those which have 

been submitted in sufficient detail and which utilize lands that “will 
not result in high public resource conflicts [including biological and 
cultural values] and which will access existing electric transmission 
and utility corridor rights-of-way.” Deadlines and enforcement for 
these provisions are unrealistic, but the intent to push BLM to focus 
scarce staff resources on the proposals that are well designed and 
least damaging ecologically is positive. 
 It is commendable that the legislation requires the BLM, the 
Forest Service, and the Department of Defense to develop wide-
scale Programmatic EISs to focus energy development where it is 
both in public interest and environmentally responsible. However, 
the provisions of Section 203 are not consistent among the three 
entities, nor are the stipulated deadlines realistic if such large scale 
evaluations are to be done properly.
 The proposal for Habitat Mitigation Zones may be the most 
creative in the bill and will certainly be one of the most scrutinized. 
Section 205 would establish a pilot project creating “habitat miti-
gation zones” of at least 200,000 acres total on public lands in the 
CDCA to mitigate impacts of renewable energy projects on private 
land. The purpose of the zones is “to mitigate the impacts of quali-
fied renewable energy projects on endangered or threatened spe-
cies that can be mitigated most effectively through management 
actions undertaken on the eligible land.” Energy developers on pri-
vate lands who meet specific requirements would be able to satisfy 
mitigation requirements by paying into a fund that would be used 
to manage (and occasionally purchase) large areas of public land 
to benefit conservation. Additionally, participation in this program 
would make private land projects eligible for Section 7 consulta-
tions with USFWS, thereby expediting their permitting process. The 
legislation establishes a scientific advisory council and requires a 
detailed management plan for each zone including such actions as 
restoring degraded lands and banning damaging uses such as graz-
ing, etc.. Although the goal of encouraging development on private 
lands is a desirable one, some groups will question the principle of 
using public lands to mitigate for impacts on private lands. There 
will also be questions as to whether the program could be main-
tained permanently without future, undesirable alterations.
 The provisions of Section 206 are aimed to insure that when a 
project has reached the end of its productive life there will be funds 
adequate to clean up and restore the public lands; this has been 
inadequate with oil and gas lease bonding and will also require 
scrutiny. 
 Senate Bill 2921 has many other provisions directly or indi-
rectly related to energy development. Some of these are in Title II 

BY BARBARA BOYLE and CRAIG DEUTSCHE 
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(and appear in the sidebar), and others relate to transmission lines 
within the proposed monuments which may be needed for trans-
porting renewable energy. Taken together, these may determine the 
face of the California Deserts well into the foreseeable future. 
 
Barbara Boyle has worked for Sierra Club since 1985 and has played a 
key role in numerous wilderness and public lands bills as well as work-
ing on clean air, energy and forest protection in the West. She has a 
Masters degree in Social Work with a community organizing specialty.

For More Information

Title II: desert Renewable Energy Permitting

 A much more extensive analysis than the one here has 

been prepared by the national sierra Club staff and is avail-

able on the desert Report website. go to desertreport.org 

and click on the “Energy” button. 

 The full text of the Bill may be found at: http://www.open-

congress.org/bill/111-s2921/text.

SECTION 201: Authorizing Renewable Energy Permitting 
Office funding and specifying uses for funds generated by 
renewable development. This section would authorize the 

department of the Interior to: 

•  Fund its new Renewable Energy Permitting Offices with 

revenues in the existing BlM Permit Processing Improve-

ment Fund, which can currently only be used for oil and 

gas permitting. 

•  Establish new memoranda of understanding with states to 

expedite permitting of renewable energy projects.

•  Use the BLM Permit Processing Improvement Fund to ex-

pedite Fish and Wildlife service permits for renewable en-

ergy proposals on private lands. 

•  Use 50 percent of income generated from renewable en-

ergy projects on Federal land to (1) replenish the BlM Per-

mit Processing Improvement Fund, (2) increase the size of 

the Federal land and Water Conservation Fund, and (3) 

establish a fund for the purpose of reclaiming any aban-

doned renewable energy project sites. 

•  Return the remaining 50 percent of income to state and 

county governments for the purpose of improving permit-

ting and increasing conservation.

SECTION 202: Establishes a process to eliminate the back-
log of renewable energy development proposals on Fed-
eral Land. This section would establish deadlines on both 

Federal agencies and applicants to expedite the environ-

mental review of renewable energy development proposals, 

to prioritize development proposals in which the developer 

makes significant progress, and to turn down ill conceived 

and speculative proposals. Applicants who fail to meet dead-

lines will be rejected in favor of developers who make prog-

ress on their sites. The Bureau of land Management would 

replace its first-come, first-serve permit review process with 

a process that would give priority to renewable energy de-

velopers who have (1) completed their biological and cul-

tural studies, (2) submitted an accepted development plan 

and a plan for securing necessary water, and (3) applied for 

an interconnection to the power grid. The secretary of the 

Interior has used similar criteria to declare renewable energy 

proposals on a permitting “fast track.”

 SECTION 203: Establish a coordinated plan to develop 
renewable energy on Federal Land. This section would re-

quire the Bureau of land Management, the department of 

defense, and the u.s. Forest service to undertake Program-

matic Environmental Impact statements of renewable energy 

potential on Federal land, with the goal of identifying zones 

where renewable energy production is in the public interest, 

and where environmental approval of renewable energy proj-

ects can be expedited. 

 SECTION 204: Requires the Department of Defense 
(DoD) to Study Renewable Energy Potential. This section 

would instruct the dod to study the viability of developing a 

renewable energy program on southwest military bases. Mili-

tary bases in California and nevada have thousands of dis-

turbed acres which cannot be used for training and may be 

good places for renewable energy development. Base lead-

ers are working to develop renewable energy as a result of a 

DoD goal to generate 25 percent of all energy from renew-

able sources by 2025. But the efforts are not coordinated, 

and this study would focus personnel on this matter formally. 

 SECTION 205: Pilot Program to Establish Endangered 
Species Mitigation Zones: In order to better coordinate en-

dangered species protection and reduce barriers to shifting 

development from Federal land to private land, renewable 

energy developers proposing to develop private lands would 

contribute money to an endowed fund that would be used to 

better manage, in perpetuity, habitat for desert tortoise and 

other endangered or threatened species on at least 200,000 

acres of specified public lands. Recent research indicates 

that, especially for protection of the desert Tortoise, bet-

ter and more active management of existing federal land is 

a more effective way to protect the species than acquiring 

additional mitigation acres in an uncoordinated manner. BlM 

would adopt a management plan for each zone in consulta-

tion with the Fish & Wildlife service and an expert advisory 

panel. 

 SECTION 206: Bonding: developers proposing renewable 

energy projects on Federal land would be required to pur-

chase and hold a bond to fund the eventual clean up and 

restoration of projects proposed on public lands. 

 SECTION 207: Clarify Permitting Requirements For 
Temporary Weather Measurement Equipment: This section 

would permit the Bureau of land Management to expedite 

the permitting of wind and solar measurement devices. 

 SECTION 208: Report: The secretary of the Interior shall 

have to report regularly to Congress on progress permitting 

renewable energy projects on public lands.

 SECTION 209: Establish loan guarantees and grants for 
advanced technology and underground transmission lines. 
new technologies could upgrade the capacity of the elec-

tricity transmission grid without requiring the permitting and 

construction of massive new towers. newly designed higher 

capacity wires can be strung from existing towers, and new 

technologies allow for more cost effective underground trans-

mission. However, utilities resist deploying these new tech-

nologies because they are not yet proven and they remain 

more expensive. By providing support for these innovations, 

grants and loan guarantees would help prove these emerging 

technologies in a cost effective public-private partnership.
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AN ECOLOGICAL GEM 

Conservation Of The Tejon Ranch 

Signed in June of 2008, the Tejon Ranch 
Conservation and Land Use Agreement (the 
Agreement) prescribed permanent protec-
tion and public access for up to 240,000 
acres (almost 90%) of the Tejon Ranch. The 
Agreement created the independent Tejon 
Ranch Conservancy to oversee steward-
ship of and public access to the conserved 
lands. The Agreement was signed by the 
Tejon Ranch Company and Audubon Cali-
fornia, the Endangered Habitats League, 
the Natural Resources Defense Council, the 
Planning and Conservation League, and 
the Sierra Club (collectively, the Resource 
Organizations).
 Since the time of the signing, the Tejon 
Ranch Conservancy has been developing the 
organization, exploring the Ranch, sponsor-
ing trips, and discovering ecological riches.
 
Conservation Significance
 By virtually any rationale, the Tejon 
Ranch remains a top conservation priority in 
California. Referred to by some as a “cruci-
ble of evolution,” the Ranch sits at the inter-
section of four major California ecoregions: 
the Sierra Nevada, the Great Central Valley, 
the Mojave Desert, and the South Coast. 
The Ranch represents a large portion of the 
connection between the vast areas of public 
lands in the Sierra Madre and those in the 
southern Sierra Nevada and Mojave Desert. 
This has been characterized as a “linkage of 
continental significance.” 
 Portions of the Ranch are designated 
critical habitat for the California Condor, and 
the high country of the Ranch is considered 
integral to its recovery. Outstanding stands 
of oak woodlands occur on the Ranch, and 
twelve of California’s 35+ species of oak oc-
cur there. Tejon Ranch supports numerous 
special status plants and animals, many of 
them endemic to California. Due to the con-

BY TOM MALONEY

source: Tejon Ranch 
Conservation and land 
use Plan as of June 2008.
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amphibians. The California Native Plant Society has also had two 
field trips on the Ranch. The Conservancy is looking forward to 
deepening some of these partnerships to more thoroughly docu-
ment the outstanding biodiversity of the Ranch.
 The Conservancy has engaged the University of California 
Santa Barbara Bren School of Environmental Science and Manage-
ment to conduct a group project focused on helping to develop an 
adaptive management framework. The Range Ecology Lab at Uni-
versity of California Berkeley is studying the grasslands of the Tejon 
Ranch, and the Conservancy has hired private consultants to inven-
tory the flora and fauna of the acquisition areas. The Conservancy 
will continue to work closely with the Pacific Crest Trail Association 
and TRC to re-align 38 miles of the trail on to the Ranch to greatly 
increase the scenic values and user experiences of this nationally 
significant trail. The Conservancy will also continue to advance the 
planning for a new California State Park and a University of Cali-
fornia Natural Reserve on the Ranch and build upon its already suc-
cessful community hikes program. 

Continuing Controversy
 Despite all of these activities, there continues to be some 
measure of controversy surrounding the Agreement. Some view 
the agreement as a capitulation to the development goals of TRC 
that disregards or under-emphasizes the potential environmental 
impacts of the development proposals. Some do not share the per-
spective that securing the conservation plan for the whole Ranch 
outweighs the impacts to one cherished area. 
 It is important to note that the Resource Organizations only 
agreed not to oppose the developments – no regulatory authoriza-
tions were provided by the Agreement – and that the developments 
are subject to the full environmental planning and review processes. 
Some groups are expected to actively oppose the developments at 
every juncture of the permitting process. Meanwhile, the Conser-
vancy will be working with our partners to document the extraor-
dinary and outstanding biodiversity present on the lands conserved 
under the Agreement and provide meaningful public access to this 
California treasure.  

Tom Maloney became the Conservancy’s first Executive Director in 
2008. Tom was previously with the CA Program of The Nature Con-
servancy. He has a Master’s degree in Resource Management from An-
tioch New England Graduate School. www.tejonconservancy.org

vergence of habitats, the critical linkages that the ranch provides 
and the dramatic elevational gradients, the Ranch has potential 
to provide vital resiliency and adaptation functions in the face of 
climate change.

Agreement Details
 The Agreement achieves the conservation of up to 240,000 
acres of the Tejon Ranch through the dedication and acquisition 
of conservation easements that will essentially allow the Tejon 
Ranch Company (TRC) to continue ranching, hunting, and film-
ing but will remove the right to develop. TRC agreed to dedicate 
178,000 acres of easements on a phased basis according to a plan 
defined in the Agreement. The dedications are tied to the land use 
permits that TRC is seeking for three major developments on the 
Ranch: Tejon Industrial Complex, Tejon Mountain Village, and the 
Centennial Project. The Agreement also provides a timeline that 
assures that these dedications will occur even if not all of the en-
titlements occur. 
 The remaining 62,000 acres were long thought of as “future 
development areas” by TRC and, as a publicly traded company, 
TRC’s long term plans always categorized those as potentially 
profitable developments. These are now identified as “acquisition 
areas,” and the Resource Organizations have options to acquire 
easements over those areas at full fair market value as determined 
by a state-approved appraisal. The Conservancy is coordinating 
closely with the Resource Organizations to ensure that these ac-
quisitions occur.

The Tejon Ranch Conservancy
 The crafters of the Agreement exhibited keen foresight in an-
ticipating the long-term stewardship and public access obligations 
created by the Agreement. Therefore, they created an independent 
non-profit organization, the Tejon Ranch Conservancy. The mis-
sion of the Conservancy is to protect, enhance, and restore the 
native biodiversity and ecosystem values of the Tejon Ranch and 
Tehachapi Range for the benefit of California’s future generations.
 In order to accomplish the goals of enhancement and resto-
ration, the Conservancy will prepare a Ranch-wide Management 
Plan that, under the terms of the conservation easements, will one 
day cover the 240,000 acres and which can modify TRC’s land use 
practices (such as ranching and hunting) to enhance conservation 
values. The Conservancy also has the explicit right to run public 
access programs. The Ranch-wide plan is due in 2013 (5 years 
after the signing of the Agreement). The Conservancy has already 
initiated a number of programs to implement our mission by fo-
cusing on public access, due diligence for the acquisitions, and 
discovering the ecological riches that the Ranch has to offer.
 In addition to a community hike series, the Conservancy has 
focused a significant portion of our public access programming 
on providing access for “citizen scientists.” Birders, herpetolo-
gists, and botanists have long been curious how the convergence 
of ecoregions manifests itself on the Ranch. The Conservancy 
sponsored a volunteer-based “bird blitz” in the Spring of 2009 
that documented an outstanding migration of hundreds of north-
bound birds streaming off the desert towards the water and cover 
available on the conserved lands of the Ranch. The Conservancy 
has partnered with National Audubon to initiate a first ever Tejon 
Ranch Christmas Bird Count that set a continental high count for 
golden eagles. The North American Field Herping Association has 
conducted two field trips on the Ranch to search for reptiles and 
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HOW MUCH IS TOO MUCH? 

Supervisor Mitzelfelt Proposes to 
Weaken County ORV Law 

In 2007, the San Bernardino County Office of Code 
Enforcement, recognizing the need to control the 
growing problem with off-road vehicle activity in 
the county, called together a group of stakehold-
ers to develop an ordinance that would put limits 
on illegal behavior while allowing for responsible 
recreation. The group met for four months and 
included representatives from homeowner orga-
nizations, conservation groups, the California Off-
Road Vehicle Association, and the Off-Road Busi-
ness Association. The result of this process was 
county ordinance 3973 which was passed unani-
mously by the board and, according to code enforcement and the 
San Bernardino County Sheriff ’s Department, is a fair and effective 
law that has made a real difference from the unacceptable condi-
tions before the ordinance was enacted.
 The ordinance (read the full text at www.orvwatch.com) plac-
es restrictions on noise from ORVs, requires riders to carry written 
permission to ride on private property, allows neighbors to obtain 
relief from excessive noise, dust, and nuisance, prohibits non-li-
censed vehicles from using county service area roads, and requires 
ORV stagings of ten or more persons to obtain a temporary special 
use permit. On major holidays local law enforcement was over-
whelmed with complaints about ORV abuse. Roads, berms, and 
flood- control infrastructure suffered from extensive damage. Oth-
er counties that did not engage in stakeholder processes have been 
mired in lawsuits and escalating conflicts. Although the situation is 
far from under control, ordinance 3973 has given law enforcement 
and residents a tool to require responsible recreation. 
 In 2008, a group of off-road enthusiasts attempted to repeal 
the ordinance, advocating for unlimited access. The board once 
again voted to uphold the law. Subsequently Supervisor Mitzelfelt, 
after meeting with ORV special interests announced his intention 
to eliminate the staging portion of the ordinance. If this were to oc-
cur, the county would allow up to 199 people to gather to ride their 
ORVs on a parcel of land as small as 2.5 acres without oversight or 
control. The unilateral process is very disappointing, and the result 
invites massive intrusions within a residential community,
 The county staging permit process requires the payment of 
$155 for gatherings of 10 or more people for the purpose of riding 
ORVs. That is the equivalent of the cost of 5 gallons of gas per par-
ticipant. The permit process informs local residents of the stagings 
so that they may be forewarned and protest the permit if they have 

experienced excessive noise, dust, nuisance, and 
trespass in the past. The permit process informs 
code enforcement of the locations of the stagings 
so that they can be monitored, and the fact that 
law enforcement intends to visit these events en-
courages the participants to act more responsibly. 
Opponents of the staging portion of the ordinance 
counter that the provision to address nuisance is 
sufficient to deal with large groupings of riders. 
Not so. The nuisance provision needs a complain-
ant, and often stagings take place when residents 
are visiting relatives during the holidays. They 

come home to find damage to their property from a nearby staging. 
Law enforcement needs the tools they have asked for so that they 
can shut down large, disruptive stagings. 
 But money talks. The off-road industry is a multi-billion dollar 
powerhouse with paid lobbyists and millions of ORV enthusiasts. 
Their advertising campaigns target  youth and show off-road ve-
hicles in all kinds of terrains without any accompanying message 
of respect for private property or the environment. San Bernardino 
county hosts the largest off-road vehicle open recreation area in the 
entire country at Johnson Valley, just 20 miles north of Yucca Valley, 
yet many riders continue to insist on congregating in large groups 
in our rural communities. Citizens who call upon law enforcement 
to control abuse in their neighborhoods have suffered from harass-
ment, intimidation, and retaliation from riders. It is the duty of re-
sponsible government to support law abiding citizens and to create 
livable communities.
 A coalitions of groups has organized to oppose the weakening 
of the present San Bernardino County ORV ordinance. Supervisors 
need to be reminded, in letters and petitions, that fair and effective 
laws are needed, and that private property rights and quality of life 
need to be protected. 

Philip M. Klasky is an environmental justice activist, teacher, writer, 
cultural geographer, and member of Community ORV Watch who di-
vides his time between San Francisco and Wonder Valley.

BY PHIL KLASKY

Take Action!

Visit www.orvwatch.com to find out what you can do.
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Las Vegas Water Pipeline Suffers Procedural Setback
The nevada supreme Court recently handed the southern ne-

vada Water Authority a setback when the Court unanimously 

ruled that the nevada state Engineer had violated state wa-

ter law in not acting on the Water Authority’s applications for 

rural nevada groundwater within the required time period, 

effectively nullifying all their applications for rural nevada 

groundwater. nevada law requires the state Engineer to act 

on applications to appropriate water within twelve months of 

the filing date. For years the state Engineer has allowed par-

ties to exceed the time limit if more time was needed to gather 

data or they weren’t ready to put the water to beneficial use. 

The Court’s ruling throws into question all applications that 

exceed the time limit, not just the Water Authority’s. In 2003, 

the state legislature passed a law removing the time require-

ment but did not make it retroactive. The Court ruling sends 

the case back to district Court for a decision on whether the 

applications in question will have to be refiled or whether their 

filing priority remains intact but new hearings and opportuni-

ties to protest will be required. Meanwhile, a legislative spe-

cial session to be held in late February or early March to deal 

with the state’s budget deficit may present an opportunity to 

make the 2003 law retroactive.

Ruby Gas Pipeline
The proposed route of the Ruby gas Pipeline through pristine 

country just south of the sheldon national Wildlife Preserve 

continues to be an enormous problem for environmentalists 

and wildlife enthusiasts in northern nevada, including the 

Toiyabe Chapter of the sierra Club, Friends of nevada Wil-

derness, the nevada department of Wildlife, and many other 

organizations and individuals. This route goes through prime 

habitat for sage grouse and pygmy rabbits, both of which are 

being studied for inclusion on the Endangered species listing. 

The area is also rich in cultural resources. since FERC filed its 

Final Environmental Impact Statement on January 15, the Bu-

reau of Land Management has until April 15 to issue its Record 

of decision on this route.

Yucca Mountain License Application Withdrawal May 
Be Fatal Blow
The department of Energy recently announced that it will 

withdraw its license application for a nuclear repository at 

Yucca Mountain (nV) that is now before the nuclear Regu-

latory Commission. At the same time the 2011 Federal bud-

get contains no funding for the Yucca Mountain Project, and 

the department of Energy is withdrawing its applications for 

nevada groundwater needed to support the construction of a 

railroad line from Caliente to Yucca Mountain. These three ac-

tions not only fulfill a campaign pledge by President obama to 

stop the Yucca Mountain Project but are the strongest possible 

action to kill the project short of repealing the enabling legis-

lation. These latest actions, strongly pushed by senator Reid, 

make it very unlikely that the repository at Yucca Mountain will 

ever be built.

Climate Change and the California Desert Conference
The national Parks Conservation Association and defenders of 

Wildlife are pleased to announce the Climate Change and the 

California desert Conference. The conference is free of charge 

and will be held on Friday, March 12, 2010, in the Yucca Room at 

the Yucca Valley Community Center in Yucca Valley, California. 

The purpose of the conference is to educate citizens, elected 

officials, students, and the staff of land management agencies 

about how climate change will affect our California desert and 

Joshua Tree national Park. sponsors include The Mojave desert 

land Trust, The living desert, The desert Protective Council, 

The national Park service , Copper Mountain College, The sun 

Runner Magazine, and The Morongo Basin Cultural Arts Coun-

cil. Registration for the conference will take place at 8:30am, 

and the conference will be from 9:00am-4:30pm. Conference 

attendees will be given a lunch break to have lunch in Yucca 

Valley.

 The presentations at the Climate Change and the California 

desert Conference will examine how climate change will affect 

the California desert, but it will also explore how renewable 

energy initiatives can help protect the resources of our desert 

while saving businesses and homeowners money. our featured 

speakers will include dr. debra Hughson, science Advisor to 

the Mojave national Preserve, speaking about how climate 

change will affect the Mojave desert’s seeps and springs; dr. 

Cameron Barrows presenting on the effects of climate change 

on the desert tortoise; dr. lori Hargrove on desert birds and cli-

mate change; and Jim Ferguson discussing how AB811 can help 

counties and municipalities offer low interest loans to business 

and homeowners for energy upgrades like rooftop solar, en-

ergy efficient air conditioning and much more!

 A climate change art contest and show after the confer-

ence at the Hi-desert nature Museum is being organized, which 

will draw upon the works of artists from all over the Morongo 

Valley.

Please RsVP to seth shteir, senior Program Coordinator

national Parks Conservation Association

Joshua Tree, CA 92252

760-366-7785

sshteir@npca.org

Current Issues
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Following is a list of desert trips. If you have not previously participated in a desert 
outing, it is recommended that you call the leader and ask about the suitability of 
the trip given your conditioning. Distance and elevation gain can give you an indi-
cation of the difficulty of a trip, but the condition of the trail, or lack of a trail can 
change the level. An eight mile, 900’ elevation gain hike on a good trail would be 
easy to moderate, the same hike cross-country could be strenuous. 
 For questions concerning an outing, or to sign up, please contact the leader listed 
in the write-up. For questions about Desert Committee Outings in general, or to re-
ceive the outings list by e-mail, please contact Kate Allen at kj.allen@wildblue.net 
or 661-944-4056.
 The Sierra Club requires participants to sign a standard liability waiver at the be-
ginning of each trip. If you would like to read the Liability Waiver before you choose 
to participate, please go to http://www.sierraclub.org/outings/chapter/forms/, or 
contact the Outings Department at (415) 977-5528 for a printed version.
 For an updated listing, visit the Desert Report website at www.desertreport.org 
and click on outings.
 The Sierra Club California Seller of Travel number is CST 2087766-40. (Registration 
as a seller of travel does not constitute approval by the State of California.)

DEATH VALLEY WILDERNESS RESTORATION
March 26-28, Friday-saturday
Join us as we help restore wilderness qualities in the park 
by removing fencing from two areas in the northern end of 
death Valley: Cucomongo Canyon Road and last Chance 
spring. Primitive camping near worksite. Alternative project 
would be wilderness restoration on roads in the Amargosa 
Valley. We will meet Friday afternoon, work saturday and half 
a day on sunday. Happy hour/potluck saturday night. Bring 
work gloves, camping equipment, and food and water for the 
weekend. leader: Kate Allen, kj.allen@wildblue.net, (661-944-
4056). CNRCC Desert Committee

MOJAVE NATIONAL PRESERVE SERVICE TRIP
April 16-18, Friday-sunday
Come help restore an historic water feature to provide water 
for wildlife. The work involves protecting several springs 
by earthwork, stabilization work, putting up a fence and 
some infrastructure in and around a qanat. our effort will be 
directed by staff from the Mojave national Preserve. A hike 
is planned for Friday for those arriving in the morning. If the 
rains are good this year, there may be plenty of wildflow-
ers. We will work all day saturday and until noon on sunday. 
There will be a ranger talk about the Preserve on saturday 
evening. Camping will be rustic. Email or call leader for res-
ervation information. leader: Rich Juricich, rich.sac@pacbell.
net, (916-492-2181). CnRCC desert Committee

OWENS VALLEY WORK PROJECT
April 24-25, Saturday-Sunday 
Project will probably be bashing tamarisk along the owens 
River, but could change. Work on saturday and enjoy the ex-
tensive birding opportunities on sunday. Camp at diaz lake 
just south of lone Pine. group potluck on saturday night. 
Bring all camping gear, or stay in a motel in nearby lone Pine. 
For more information, contact leaders Cal and letty French, 
(prefer e-mail) lettyfrench@gmail.com, (805-239-7338). 
santa lucia Chapter and CnRCC desert Committee

EXPLORING THE MOJAVE NATIONAL PRESERVE
April 24-25, Saturday-Sunday
We will meet saturday morning 9:00 AM at the Teutonia 
Peak trailhead on Cima Road and hike to Teutonia Peak and 
out on Cima dome. Primitive carcamp at sunrise Rock. sun-
day morning, visit the museum/visitor center at Kelso depot 
and then on to hike Kelso dunes. These dunes have various 
nicknames including the singing dunes and the moaning 
dunes due to the sounds that they often make, but whatever 
you call then, they are impressive. For those who want to 
spend another night, we can camp at the granite Mountains. 
For reservations contact leader: Carol Wiley at desertlily1@
verizon.net or (760-245-8734). CNRCC Desert Committee

ROCK ART IN EASTERN CALIFORNIA 
April 24-25, Saturday-Sunday 
Comfortable spring weather is an ideal time to go exploring. 
on saturday, we visit three rock art sites in the southern ow-
ens Valley area bordering the Coso Mountains. on sunday we 
will be escorted to (the astonishing) little Petroglyph Canyon 
on the China lake naval Weapons station. As government 
restrictions apply here, all arrangements and confirmations 
must be completed by April 1 (no joking). High clearance 
2Wd sufficient, day hiking, sat. evening potluck. group limit, 
14 participants, Contact leader Craig deutsche (310-477-
6670), craig.deutsche@gmail.com. CnRCC desert Committee

KINGSTON MOUNTAINS WILDERNESS 
RESTORATION
April 30-May 2, Friday-sunday
We will assist the BlM in restoring a cultural site in this wil-
derness area just a little north of Mojave national Preserve. 
Meet mid-afternoon Friday and car-caravan on gravel roads 
to the campsite. Project overview from BlM staff Friday 
evening. saturday, the BlM range specialist will provide 
guidance and interpretation of the area and explain the need 
for the project. Work will end around lunchtime on sunday. 
Bring camping gear, work gloves and clothing for a range of 
temperatures from very cold to very hot. Central Commissary 
available ($15), otherwise participants are responsible for 

California/Nevada Regional Conservation Committee Desert Committee

Outings
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CDPA 10
their own food. Leader: Vicky Hoover (415-977-5527), vicky.
hoover@sierraclub.org. Co-lead: Carol Wiley (760-245-8734). 
CnRCC Wilderness Committee & Mojave group

FENCE REMOVAL, HIKING, & CARCAMP
May 1-2, saturday-sunday
To allow pronghorn antelope greater mobility on the Carrizo 
Plain we will help remove fences left from earlier ranching 
days. Weather may be warm, flowers may, or may not, be still 
blooming. Work saturday, camp and potluck dinner that eve-
ning. Hike sunday. leaders will be at selby Camp on Friday 
night for those who want to arrive early. More information 
from leaders: Cal and Letty French, (805-239-7338). Prefer 
e-mail lettyfrench@gmail.com. santa lucia Chapter, CnRCC 
desert Committee, and los Padres ForestWatch

SERVICE AND HIKING IN THE BRIGHT STAR
May 15-17, Saturday-Monday
This little known Wilderness Area (northeast from Ridgecrest, 
CA) climbs from riparian canyons, to sagebrush hills, to pinon 
and ponderosa forests. our first day will be spent helping 
Marty dickes from the BlM in monitoring and signing a small 
northern unit of this wilderness. The next day we’ll work 
along the interior open Vehicle Corridor. on the third day, 
those that can stay, will take a long, loop hike in one of the 
riparian canyons and then over the highlands. More info and 
sign-up with leader Craig deutsche, (310-477-6670), craig.
deutsche@gmail.com. CnRCC desert Committee

BIRCH CANYON BACKPACK AND DAYHIKE
May 29-31, saturday-Monday
Birch Canyon descends through a steep and narrow canyon 
into the Hammil Valley north of Bishop. We’ll backpack to the 
mouth of the canyon on saturday and spend sunday explor-
ing upstream, returning on Monday by the route we came in 
on. Participants are responsible for their own meals. leader: 
John Wilkenson, johnfw1mac.com (408) 876-8295. CNRCC 
desert Committee

DEATH VALLEY WILDERNESS RESTORATION
May 29-31, saturday-Monday
Help with wilderness restoration in the Panamint Mountain 
area of the park. Continuation of the clean up of mining 
debris from a site in between Middle and south Park as well 
as wilderness restoration of old roads and cleaning up of 
trash at Madeline’s cabin in south Park. We will meet satur-
day at noon, car caravan to the campsite and begin some 
of the cleanup. Requires 4 Wd. Work sunday and half a day 
on Monday. Happy hour/potluck sunday night. Bring work 
gloves, camping equipment, and food and water for the 
weekend. leader: Kate Allen, kj.allen@wildblue.net, (661-944-
4056). CNRCC Desert Committee

Continued FRoM page 1

provides the necessary corridors as well as the home areas. The 
Marble Mountains within the Monument are the home of the sec-
ond largest herd of bighorn sheep in the desert.
 The Clipper Mountains contain that rarest of desert treasures, 
running water. Bonanza Spring provides surface water for nearly a 
mile. What a location for wildlife observation!
 At the west end of the proposed monument is one of the great 
vistas in the desert. Looking north from Ludlow (I-40) through the 
Sleeping Beauty Valley, with Sleeping Beauty Mountain and Cady 
Mountain on the west and Broadwell Mesa on the east, one can see 
all the way to Cave Mountain which is circled by I-15 in the north. 
In the occasional wet year the valley and flanks of the mountains 
are yellow with flowers to the horizon. This is the magic of the Cali-
fornia Desert. 

Elden Hughes, previous chair of the CNRCC Desert Committee, has 
been a long-time activist for protections in the California Deserts. He 
was instrumental in promoting the California Desert Protection Act of 
1994, and he has been among the leaders in advocating for the Mojave 
Trails National Monument.

Mojave Trails National Monument

Title XIII

•  Establishes a national monument managed by the Bu-
reau of land Management (BlM) protecting 941,000 
acres of federal land between Joshua Tree national 
Park and the Mojave Preserve along historic Route 66 
in san Bernardino County.

•  Protects approximately 266,000 acres of land that 
were donated to or purchased by the federal govern-
ment over the last decade for conservation. 

•  Maintains existing recreation uses, including hunting, 
vehicular travel on existing open roads and trails, graz-
ing, camping, horseback riding, rock collecting, etc.

•  Permits the construction of transmission lines to facili-
tate the transfer of renewable energy generated in the 
California desert and adjacent states.

•  Provides solar energy companies with potential proj-
ects currently proposed inside the monument bound-
aries to relocate to federal solar energy zones being 
developed by the department of the Interior.

•  Establishes an advisory committee to develop the 
management plan for the monument. The committee 
will be comprised of representatives from local, state 
and federal government, conservation and recreation 
groups, and local native American tribes. 
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CARRIZO PLAIN NATIONAL MONUMENT 

Past Accomplishments
Future Plans 

Now that the Resource Management Plan effort 
for the Carrizo Plain National Monument is in its 
final stage, the Managing Partners of the Carrizo 
(Bureau of Land Management, The Nature Con-
servancy, and the Department of Fish and Game) 
are looking forward to the next phase: implemen-
tation. It has been a rewarding process working 
with our Monument Advisory Committee, the Na-
tive Americans, and the many organizations and 
members of the public who have helped guide the 
development of this plan. 
 As we look forward we want to take this mo-
ment to acknowledge some of the other accomplishments that 
have been on going in the Carrizo.
 We have had a very active volunteer program thanks to a num-
ber of contributing groups and the Friends of the Carrizo Plain. 
Some of the accomplishments that we accredit to our volunteers 
are renovation of the Soda Lake Overlook interpretive site during 
a public lands day event; removal and modification of many miles 
of fence for the ease of movement of wildlife, especially pronghorn 
antelope; and monitoring Mountain Plovers, Le Conte’s thrashers, 
and other species. David Chipping, a new board member to the 
Friends of the Carrizo, is assisting with the development of a digital 
library housing articles, publications, and reports on or relevant to 
the Carrizo. 
 We continue to be fortunate enough to have the city of Taft as 
a gateway community. They have installed entrance signs directing 
the public to the Chamber of Commerce Visitor Center for informa-
tion about the Carrizo. They have also installed a digital kiosk that 
features the Carrizo. This is important as our visitor center is only 
open six months out of the year, so visitors coming through Taft 
are well-informed prior to visiting the Carrizo. We are currently 
working with representatives from Santa Margarita to establish 
their gateway status. Having gateway communities helps reduce 
the need for amenities at the monument and directs visitors to the 
facilities that they need in the gateway communities so as to keep 
the undeveloped nature of the Carrizo that most cherish.
 The final improvements to the KCL Campground have been 
completed. We had some youth work groups (Student Conservation 
Association) replace the fencing that delineated the campground 
with a 3-rail pipe fence. This put the finishing touches on the reno-
vation to this campground, and we continue to receive favorable 
comments from campers. Youth work groups were also used to 
clean up illegal dumpsites on the north end of the monument. 
 Scheduled for this year is work on some of our historical sites 

to enhance interpretation. We realize that much of 
the history can be told in the relics left behind. 
They range from hand-forged farm implements to 
grain harvesters and old ranch buildings from the 
turn of the twentieth century. We have identified a 
site to work on this coming year to clean up debris 
and enhance interpretation. We will focus a small 
group during public lands day to assist with the 
clean-up. 
    As part of the American Recovery and Rein-
vestment Act, we submitted three projects that re-
ceived funding: 

1) Resurfacing and fixing trouble spots on the road which accesses 
the Selby campground. This will prevent resource damage from ve-
hicles getting stuck in the field and enable visitors to access the 
campground safely during the high use season.
2) Cleaning up a house, single wide trailer, and other related debris 
at a deteriorating ranch site. 
3) Restoring and protecting habitat. Native grass seeds collected 
on the Carrizo are being grown out into plugs for planting. We will 
also be installing a fence in the southern end of the Carrizo for 
the protection of oak trees. And finally we have already conducted 
a prescribed burn to prepare the land to seed native grass seeds 
with a rangeland drill. We have had good luck with this restoration 
method in the past.
 This year marks the 10th anniversary of the National Land-
scape Conservation System (NLCS). The NLCS recognizes and pro-
tects the unique lands that the BLM manages. We will celebrate this 
year to recognize this unique area and the partnerships that have 
contributed to the success of the Carrizo. 
 As I am writing this article the rain is continuing to come 
down. Currently (January 22) we have had about 3 inches out of 
this storm. We are hoping for a nice display of wildflowers. As you 
plan your outings this spring think about adding the Carrizo to the 
list. Check our website for updates on information and conditions, 
or you can call the Visitor Center at (805) 475-2131. 

Johna Hurl was born in La Mesa, California, but has been a long time 
resident of the Carrisa Plains. Before becoming Manager of the Carrizo 
Plain National Monument she attended California Polytechnic Uni-
versity in San Luis Obispo and has served as manager for the Carrizo 
Plains Natural Area, the predecessor of the monument.

BY JOHNA HURL

Historic Ranch House to be stabilized
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All policy, editing, reporting, and graphic design is the work 

of volunteers. To receive Desert Report please mail the

coupon on the back cover. Articles, photos, letters and orig-

inal art are welcome. Please contact Craig deutsche (craig.

deutsche@gmail.com, 310-477-6670) about contributions 

well in advance of deadline dates: February 1, May 1, August 1,  

and november 1.

ouR MIssIon
The sierra Club California/nevada desert Committee works 

for the protection and conservation of the California/ne-

vada deserts; supports the same objectives in all desert 

areas of the southwest, monitors and works with govern-

ments and agencies to promote preservation of our arid 

lands, sponsors education and work trips, encourages and 

supports others to work for the same objectives, and main-

tains, shares and publishes information about the desert.

dEsERT FoRuM
If you find Desert Report interesting, sign up for the CnRCC 

desert Committee’s e-mail listserv, desert Forum. Here 

you’ll find open discussions of items interesting to desert 

lovers. Many articles in this issue of Desert Report were de-

veloped through Forum discussions. Electronic subscribers 

will continue to receive current news on these issues—plus 

the opportunity to join in the discussions and contribute 

their own insights. desert Forum runs on a sierra Club list-

serv system. 

To sign up, just send this e-mail:

To: listserv@lists.sierraclub.org

From: Your real e-mail address [very important!]

subject: [this line is ignored and may be left blank]

Message:  

suBsCRIBE Cons-CnRCC-dEsERT-FoRuM 

YouRFIRsTnAME YouRlAsTnAME  

[this must fit on one line.]

By return e-mail, you will get a welcome message and 

some tips on using the system. Please join us! 

Questions? Contact Jim dodson:

jim.dodson@sierraclub.org (661) 942-3662

JoIn sIERRA CluB
When you join the sierra Club you will have the satisfaction 

of knowing that you are helping to preserve irreplaceable 

wildlands, save endangered and threatened wildlife, and 

protect this fragile environment we call home. You can be 

sure that your voice will be heard through congressional 

lobbying and grassroots action on the environmental issues 

that matter to you most. www.sierraclub.org/membership
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