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THEY AREN’T WHAT THEY USED TO BE

he recent Esperanza fire in the foothills of the San
Jacinto Mountains and others in the Mojave desert
region this last year have highlighted what may
very well be one of our region’s greatest environ-

mental challenges, the conversion of
native plant communities to alien,

weedy grasslands. These fires
have also reminded us of the

incredible bravery firefight-
ers have shown and the
risks they take to protect
not only life and property,
but our region’s priceless
natural resources. We owe

it to them and future 
generations to whom we

will be passing along our 
natural heritage, to take an active

role in understanding what it means 
to live in southern California, one of the most fire-prone envi-
ronments on earth.

First, it is crucial to realize that while fire plays a role in most
ecosystems, not all fires are the same: the wrong kind can lead to
the loss of a natural community. In fact, fire has become one of
the primary threats to ecosystem health in the Mojave Desert
(Lovich and Bainbridge 1999). Second, the destruction brought

upon our homes by wildfires is not simply the fault of current or
past wildfire management policies, “beetle-infested” pine trees,
or “overgrown” native vegetation in the backcountry. While
some forests have unnatural levels of growth due to past fire 
suppression, this is not the case for Southern California desert
and shrubland systems (Mortiz et al. 2004). Many homes burn
because they have been built within non-defensible fire corridors
in a way comparable to homes built on 100-year flood plains.

Ever since human beings entered southern California 
thousands of years ago, fire frequencies have been increasing,
especially over the past century (Keeley, et al. 1999). This has
caused more fire than many of our native ecosystems are capable
of dealing with, and as a consequence these are being burned out
of existence. An overwhelming hoard of alien grasses from
Eurasia and the Mediterranean region have invaded many wild-
lands, introducing an unnatural source of fuel. These highly
flammable weeds establish themselves under native shrubs and
trees, creating a perfect source of kindling for flying embers.
During wet years, especially in the lower Mojave Desert, these
weeds can blanket spaces in between shrubs, forming a ready
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Post-fire scene after the July, 2006 Sawtooth fire near
Yucca Valley: The fire front is 200 yards in the background.
Alien grasses directly underneath this shrub caught fire
from flying embers and spread the damage.
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onflicts over the use of waters that cross national,
state, local government, and private property
boundaries are a way of life in the West. In a 
sector of the Mojave Desert that spans the

California/Nevada border, a rapidly expanding population
threatens water and other resources. In this and other interstate
border areas, there are few effective limits on the interstate
impacts of groundwater withdrawals, and interstate cooperation
on allocation of water resources as a practical matter does not
exist. The Amargosa River dramatically illustrates this bi-state
water dilemma.

The 125-mile long Amargosa River rises in southwestern
Nevada, flows south into California, and then makes a dramatic
turn to the north to expend itself near Badwater in Death Valley
National Park. The river flows mostly underground, but 
wherever its waters reach the surface, the river supports a rich
and diverse array of endemic and sensitive plants and animals.

The Amargosa region is laced with hiking and equestrian
trails, as well as great historic, geological, and palentological 
features. Because of the river’s valuable and rare attributes,
Congress is considering legislation to designate a 20-mile, 
free-flowing section of the river as the nation’s first desert Wild
and Scenic River. 

Aquifer does not recognize borders
A regional aquifer underlies portions of Death Valley, western

and central Nevada, and the Amargosa River. Although the
hydrology of Amargosa system is not well understood, it is
thought that perennial flow in the river is substantially 
dependent on this geologically complex regional aquifer system.
Expanding nearby communities in Nevada are pumping 
increasing quantities of groundwater from the aquifer to supply
domestic, agricultural, and commercial activities. 

The Las Vegas area, desperately searching for additional
water supplies to meet the needs of its skyrocketing population,
has obtained rights in groundwater basins linked to this aquifer.
Large developments have been proposed for nearby California
areas, which may drain groundwater from the aquifer and further
deplete the already overdrafted groundwater supplies upon
which the burgeoning community of Pahrump, Nevada depends. 

As Brian Brown, Resources Coordinator of the Amargosa
Conservancy (Desert Report, Sept. 16, 2006) and owner of an
oasis of native vegetation and date palms tributary to the
Amargosa), has observed, “all of us living in this region are 

probably using groundwater that has been put in place over 
geologic time. This is the driest region of the U.S. As population
growth comes to this region, particularly in Nevada, we need to
get a good scientific handle on the long term water supply before
massive pumping projects dry up all the surface flows and
springs. We still have time to get meaningful legislative protec-
tions in place before the Amargosa region is sucked dry.”  

California/Nevada transborder water disputes
Who owns the water? How is it regulated? Can Las Vegas use

this water without approval from California? Can California
allow development that will use groundwater resources shared
with Nevada without Nevada’s approval? Does the Amargosa
River and protected wildlife in Death Valley National Park have
any rights?  

Cetters to the Desert Report will be published 
on-line with the next edition. Printing costs make
it impossible to include the text of letters in the
regular Desert Report, but a notice of the posted

letters will appear in the printed edition identifying each author
and the subject of the correspondence.

Letters may be sent to the editor at the e-mail address 
provided in the back of Desert Report. As might be expected, it
is necessary that letters be short, and the right to edit letters is
retained by the Desert Report. It is perfectly acceptable to take
exception to points of view in published articles, but personal
respect for authors is absolutely required. Letters which provide
information or present arguments for a position will carry more
weight than those which express only an opinion. The publica-
tion of letters by the Desert Report is an experiment, and its 
usefulness will be judged from the result. Let us hear from you.
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Desert Report is published at three month intervals. This means, neces-
sarily, that some topics are rather out of date by the time they appear in
the next printed issue. In an effort to be more timely, several departments
in Desert Report will be updated on-line between the regular printings.
Both the “Outings” section and the “Current Issues” section are now
updated between the regular printings. You are encouraged to consult the
Desert Report website to find recently added outings and to find informa-
tion on recently developing issues in desert conservation.

Another feature which appears in the on-line version of Desert Report
is an index of articles and subjects published in past issues. This has been
created by Tom Budlong who is also keeping the index current. The Desert
Committee thanks Tom for undertaking this formidable task.

The web address for the Desert Report is: http://www.desertreport.org.

We have four meetings a year, usually the second weekends of February,
May, August, and November. The site for the May meeting will be at the Wind
Wolves Preserve in the southern San Joaquin Valley, and the August 
meeting will be at Grandview Campground in the White Mountains. We 
especially encourage local citizens in the area to attend, as many of the
items on the agenda include local issues. Contact Tom Budlong at (310-476-
1731), tombudlong@adelphia.net, to be put on the invitation list.

FROM THE EDITOR CONGRESSIONAL ACTION NEEDED
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he Mojave Desert portion of
the California Desert
Conservation Area (CDCA)
is crucial to the survival and

recovery of the federally-listed desert 
tortoise that has thrived on earth for 67 
million years. As has been reported previ-
ously in Desert Report (Spring, 2005), in the
last 100 years human activity has intensified
in the region to the point of degrading and
depleting desert tortoise habitat, provoking
listing under the Endangered Species Act.
Between 1978 and 1992, it was estimated
that many subpopulations of the species have declined at rates
ranging between 3 and 59 percent per year (Brooks 1990 in
USFWS 1994). Urban encroachment, energy and mineral devel-
opment, agricultural development, disease, off-road vehicles, and
military activities have all played a role in habitat loss for this
species, but one land use in particular is worth examining: live-
stock grazing. 

Deserts don’t immediately conjure up images of abundant 
vegetation and lush grasses for large cattle and sheep operations,
but the livestock industry has been exploiting the ephemeral pro-
duction of summer and winter annuals on desert landscapes since
the west was settled. This has had serious long-term implications
for desert-adapted wildlife and for deserts which were not grazed
prior to the introduction of domestic livestock by early European
settlers. Livestock require large amounts of water in an area with
few water resources. If cattle are not physically excluded from
springs and seeps with fences they will quickly destroy the soil
structure, banks, and native riparian vegetation (Belsky et al 1999). 

The desert tortoise is in direct competition with domestic
livestock for forage. This has left the tortoise literally malnour-
ished in some areas. Tortoises show a strong preference for native
annual forbs (Jennings 1997), but in years of low rainfall, 
non-native species contribute a greater proportion to the overall
biomass (Brooks and Berry 2006). Unfortunately, annual forbs
are the preferred fodder for domestic livestock as well, and thus,
in years of low annual vegetation, competition for resources can
be particularly intense. 

Disturbances such as fire cause vegetation
composition changes in the desert and limit
the forage available to the tortoise.
Livestock have spread invasive non-native
grasses or “weeds” in their coats and guts
and their passage disturbs the soil so the
weeds can colonize more easily. There is a
strong relationship between livestock 
concentration areas such as watering sites
and weed infestations (Brooks and others,
2006). Non-native plants have been linked
to increased fire intensities and intervals
(Belsky and Gelbard 2000). Fires create

more disturbance and destruction of native species and subse-
quently reduce available forage for the desert tortoise, thereby
increasing competition pressure. 

Livestock also harm tortoises by trampling eggs and young,
crushing dens, and increasing predator activities in the vicinity of
both stock tanks and natural seeps and springs. Livestock grazing
breaks up soil crusts, reduces water infiltration, and promotes

erosion which all serve to deplete habitat, inhibit native plant
recruitment, and degrade water sources. With all of these adverse
impacts, livestock grazing can play a destructive role in the hot
desert environment, and yet grazing is still permitted in the
CDCA and elsewhere in our desert biomes. 

The BLM has authorized both perennial and ephemeral
sheep, horse, and cattle grazing in desert tortoise critical habitat
in the CDCA as well as other areas that provide significant 
habitat for the species. Generally, the BLM considers overall
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vegetation cover as indicative of rangeland health, but areas with
high perennial cover or annual weeds are not necessarily good for
the Desert Tortoise or other native species. The tortoise relies on
native annuals, which are often what “greens up” and gives the
green light on grazing permits. 

Although new limits on the amount of forage utilization could
help ensure that tortoises have enough to eat during key seasons
on grazing allotments, because BLM counts both native and 
non-native plant species as “available” forage, the limits can actu-
ally lead to increased depletion of the native annual forbs that
both the tortoise and livestock prefer. 

The Federal Lands Policy and Management Act (FLPMA)
requires that lands be “managed in a manner to protect the qual-
ity of scientific, scenic, historical, ecological, environmental, air
and atmospheric, water resource, and archeological values…” 42
U.S.C. 1701 (a)(8). It is a fact, however, that monitoring 
vegetation and managing livestock operators to ensure compli-
ance with the terms of their lease is labor intensive and needs to
be done with a frequency that appears to be economically unat-
tainable for BLM and other federal agencies. The records are
rampant with allotments which are renewed with little site 
examination and with agency neglect when there is staff turnover
and vacant positions due to staffing cut.

Given the demonstrated impacts of livestock grazing which
harms these resources in the Mojave Desert and the conflict
between grazing and the survival and recovery of the threatened
Desert Tortoise, responsible management of our public lands
requires that grazing must be curtailed at least in desert tortoise
habitat and that other threats to the species must be eliminated in
these areas as well. Further, in order to protect the fragile and
scarce springs, seeps, and other water resources in the desert,
livestock must be physically excluded from water resources and
wetland areas, and livestock numbers must be limited to ensure
that sufficient water is available for native wildlife and vegetation.

REFERENCES
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Greta Anderson is Range Restoration Coordinator, and Lisa Belenky is
Staff Attorney. Both are with the Center for Biological Diversity.
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Above: Unattended cattle in desert canyon in West Mojave
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Ecological Health And 
Livestock Grazing

CONFLICTING INTERESTS IN THE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIAN DESERTS
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Stock watering tanks overflowing The native spring in
background had no visible surface flow.
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In 2007 the BLM will continue the process of preparing Environmental
Assessments (EA’s) for more than 28 cattle and sheep grazing allotments
in the West Mojave alone. Seven of those EA’s have already been 
circulated for public review and initial comment. Some from the
Ridgecrest Resource Area ended their comment period on January 30,
2007. Other allotments in the Northern and Eastern Mojave and the
Northern and Eastern Colorado planning areas are also up for renewal.
Because grazing permits generally have a ten year lifespan and are often
extended on a year by year basis for many more years, it is important for
an involved public to speak while the renewals are being considered.

The Center for Biological Diversity, Sierra Club, Natural Resources
Defense Council, the California Turtle and Tortoise Club, and Western
Watersheds Project are working together to provide the agency with 
comments on the planned grazing allotment renewals throughout the
California Desert Conservation Area.

The public is also encouraged to provide comments on the allotments.
A call to the Bureau of Land Management Resource Area offices, and/or
their website will give you the critical information on deadlines, specific
allotments, and schedules. You can also ask to be placed on the mailing
list for future information concerning these allotments. Reading copies are
available at the California Desert District Office, 22835 Calle San Juan De
Los Lagos, Moreno Valley, CA 92553, (951-697-5200). To review a printed
copy of the EA’s in the Ridgecrest Field office, contact their office at 300 S
Richmond Road, Ridgecrest, CA 93555, or call (760-384-5400).

There are a number of considerations involved in the renewal of 
grazing leases. The low fees which the Federal Government charges 
permit holders is one issue. Readers of Desert Report will certainly be
aware of other problems such as fouled water sources. Above all,
environmental concerns must be given special weight, as grazing is one
of the threats to desert tortoise survival in the West Mojave.

RENEWAL PROCESS FOR GRAZING ALLOTMENTS:
PUBLIC COMMENTS

The desert tortoise is in competition with
domestic livestock for forage. This has left
the tortoise malnourished in some areas.
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vegetation cover as indicative of rangeland health, but areas with
high perennial cover or annual weeds are not necessarily good for
the Desert Tortoise or other native species. The tortoise relies on
native annuals, which are often what “greens up” and gives the
green light on grazing permits. 

Although new limits on the amount of forage utilization could
help ensure that tortoises have enough to eat during key seasons
on grazing allotments, because BLM counts both native and 
non-native plant species as “available” forage, the limits can actu-
ally lead to increased depletion of the native annual forbs that
both the tortoise and livestock prefer. 

The Federal Lands Policy and Management Act (FLPMA)
requires that lands be “managed in a manner to protect the qual-
ity of scientific, scenic, historical, ecological, environmental, air
and atmospheric, water resource, and archeological values…” 42
U.S.C. 1701 (a)(8). It is a fact, however, that monitoring 
vegetation and managing livestock operators to ensure compli-
ance with the terms of their lease is labor intensive and needs to
be done with a frequency that appears to be economically unat-
tainable for BLM and other federal agencies. The records are
rampant with allotments which are renewed with little site 
examination and with agency neglect when there is staff turnover
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Given the demonstrated impacts of livestock grazing which
harms these resources in the Mojave Desert and the conflict
between grazing and the survival and recovery of the threatened
Desert Tortoise, responsible management of our public lands
requires that grazing must be curtailed at least in desert tortoise
habitat and that other threats to the species must be eliminated in
these areas as well. Further, in order to protect the fragile and
scarce springs, seeps, and other water resources in the desert,
livestock must be physically excluded from water resources and
wetland areas, and livestock numbers must be limited to ensure
that sufficient water is available for native wildlife and vegetation.
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Above: Unattended cattle in desert canyon in West Mojave
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In 2007 the BLM will continue the process of preparing Environmental
Assessments (EA’s) for more than 28 cattle and sheep grazing allotments
in the West Mojave alone. Seven of those EA’s have already been 
circulated for public review and initial comment. Some from the
Ridgecrest Resource Area ended their comment period on January 30,
2007. Other allotments in the Northern and Eastern Mojave and the
Northern and Eastern Colorado planning areas are also up for renewal.
Because grazing permits generally have a ten year lifespan and are often
extended on a year by year basis for many more years, it is important for
an involved public to speak while the renewals are being considered.

The Center for Biological Diversity, Sierra Club, Natural Resources
Defense Council, the California Turtle and Tortoise Club, and Western
Watersheds Project are working together to provide the agency with 
comments on the planned grazing allotment renewals throughout the
California Desert Conservation Area.

The public is also encouraged to provide comments on the allotments.
A call to the Bureau of Land Management Resource Area offices, and/or
their website will give you the critical information on deadlines, specific
allotments, and schedules. You can also ask to be placed on the mailing
list for future information concerning these allotments. Reading copies are
available at the California Desert District Office, 22835 Calle San Juan De
Los Lagos, Moreno Valley, CA 92553, (951-697-5200). To review a printed
copy of the EA’s in the Ridgecrest Field office, contact their office at 300 S
Richmond Road, Ridgecrest, CA 93555, or call (760-384-5400).

There are a number of considerations involved in the renewal of 
grazing leases. The low fees which the Federal Government charges 
permit holders is one issue. Readers of Desert Report will certainly be
aware of other problems such as fouled water sources. Above all,
environmental concerns must be given special weight, as grazing is one
of the threats to desert tortoise survival in the West Mojave.

RENEWAL PROCESS FOR GRAZING ALLOTMENTS:
PUBLIC COMMENTS

The desert tortoise is in competition with
domestic livestock for forage. This has left
the tortoise malnourished in some areas.
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n the last Saturday of this past January, a diverse
group met at the Carrisa School just north of the
Carrizo Plain National Monument. On one side
citizens assembled on metal chairs-some coming

from Los Angeles, San Francisco, or Denver, others from just
down the road in California Valley-a community of abandoned
hopes and ever-renewing dreams. On another side of the room
sat a row of officials from the Bureau of Land Management
(BLM). Mixed in with them were a representative from the
Nature Conservancy and another from the California
Department of Fish and Game.

The MAC lined the third side of the room. These were the
citizens appointed by Interior Secretary Dirk Klempthorn to
represent segments of the population: a rancher, a Native
American, supervisors from two counties, a mayor, a wildlife
biologist, and others who form the Monument Advisory
Committee, the MAC. The fourth side of the room was an empty
stage. And it’s that empty stage that is the major player in the
drama that will play out over the months and years to come.

The Carrizo Plain National Monument, created in the last
days of the Clinton Administration, sweeps over about 250,000
acres of the largest remnant of California’s San Joaquin Valley
grasslands. The San Andreas Fault displays itself near the eastern
boundary in the Temblor Range, dramatically shifting streams,
and raising scarps. To the west and south rises the Caliente Range
that contains the Caliente Mountain Wilderness Study Area.
Even in California, the Monument is a remote place. At best one
or two vehicles an hour will travel along Soda Lake Road during
the stifling the heat of summer.

What the community learned
The public on the north side of the room sat attentively and

raised questions as the day drifted on. They learned-despite 
having known this in advance-that an Environmental Impact

Statement (EIS) will be prepared to replace the aborted environ-
mental analysis that the Bureau of Land Management attempted
to prepare over the past five or six years. They learned that
“scoping hearings,” an opportunity for public comment, would
be held, one perhaps in Bakersfield, one perhaps in San Luis
Obispo, maybe one at the same school. Pat Veesart, a member of
the public, suggested one in Los Angeles. 

The group learned that a scientific review committee had
been appointed by BLM, one that included a well-known critic
of grazing practices on the Monument. They learned later on
that 8,400 California quail had been killed by market hunters at
one spring in the Temblor Range about a hundred years ago,
quail that were salted down, barreled, and shipped to San
Francisco hotels. They learned that the Wilderness Society is
proposing the Monument as a World Heritage Site, and they
learned that the rancher on the MAC and other persons in the
room were skeptical or at best doubtful about that proposal. And
they learned from Johna Hurl, the acting manager of the
Monument, that the entire EIS is scheduled to wrap up by
November.

Setting the stage for the future
Leaving the BLM and the MAC to their respective east and
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land far away” or “a land long ago.” As a child I
heard these phrases used by the Elders. We lived
a short distance from the Colorado River on the
Fort Yuma Indian Reservation. Across the river

was Yuma, Arizona, and to the west was Winterhaven, California.
The land “far away” and “long ago” was the past, not where we
were living at the time. I grew up in a small village, which was
made up of Kamya People from Imperial Valley. I heard them
mention that Eagle Mountain was a very important place. Today
it is called Signal Mountain. They lived in some areas near this
mountain, and when they left this area, they came by the 
mountain and passed through Mexicali to Algodones and across
to the Quechan People where they settled. 

I was born in a small hospital on the Reservation on October
2, 1940. The widow of Narpi was a first cousin of my grand-
mother, and she lived with her family a few houses from our
home. Narpi was the Kamya who helped Gifford write the Kamya
of Imperial Valley. Takai, an old Kamya healer, orator, and singer
lived near by also. Takai was a very important man on the 
reservation, but he would talk to me almost every day. For some
reason, I would walk through the trees of mesquite, and I felt that
at the next clearing I would find some people living there, but all
I found were places where people once lived. As a baby, I was left
with my grandmother and when she died, my aunt, the daughter

of Narpi, raised my
brother, my sister, and
me. All the women of my
grandmother’s relatives
were of the coyote clan.
My aunt was known as
Hippah and she took
good care of me, and she
told me I would reach
greatness one day and
she never spoiled me for
that reason. 

One day her son
told us that we were 
taking a trip to El Centro
where I had never been.
On our way to El Centro,
when we were getting
near the sand dunes, my

cousin said we would stop by the sand. When I touched the sand,
it was cool and friendly. I saw ripples on the sand made by the
wind, which is the great power from the north. When I looked
close I could see little tracks and other tracks, which I did not
know, and I thought, “they could make tracks over the ripples,
this is their sand dunes.” 

When we crossed over the sand dunes, I saw a whole valley of
land and creosote plants. I had seen the healing power of this
plant by the Colorado River when modern medicine could not
heal an infection. In the Kamya songs there is a song of how a
man carries a bundle of creosote and cries as he walks. This 
bundle is also the image of a person and very important to the
people of long ago. Wherever the people lived in this valley,
someone would die and they had cremation ceremonies which
lasted four days, and everything the deceased person had was
broken or burned when the body was cremated. In ancient times
they re-enacted the death of the Creator by taking the heart of
the deceased and taking it to the desert and burying it. After 
cremations the people ruined themselves by burning off their
hair. Many things were ruined there and left there, never to be
bothered until the people say it is time to go back, and they have
never said this. Every creature in the valley is important and
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I first met Preston Arrow-weed two years ago at a confer-
ence dealing with off-road vehicle damage in the desert.
He did not speak about economic damage, about property
rights, or about noise pollution. Instead he spoke of the
sacredness of all creatures, plants and animals, which live
in the desert and our spiritual obligation to protect them.
Two months ago I asked him to write for the Desert
Report, “Would he write of the intrinsic value of the land
and its importance to Native Americans.”

This story is far, far from what I expected, and it 
says much more than I had asked for. If you read it with
an open mind, it truly does answer the question, “What 
do your people find in the desert?” but it answers in its
own way. – Craig Deutsche, editor

continued on page 9
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Above: Along Simmler Road looking east

To the west and south rises the Caliente
Range that contains the Caliente Mountain

Wilderness Study Area. Even in 
California, the Monument is a remote place.
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o many, the protection of
animals conjures up pictures
of something warm and
fuzzy, cute and furry. While

these species certainly strike a chord that
was played during childhood-holding a
baby kitten or cuddling a favorite stuffed
animal-there are many species in our midst
that are not considered adorable and are not
fuzzy in the least. Yet they are unique and
marvelous in their own right. Fairy shrimp
are tiny crustaceans that for the most part,
go unnoticed. They are not found in oceans
but in ephemeral pools and ponds, sometimes no larger than a
puddle formed in a tire rut.

So, what are these little shrimp? As the name implies, fairy
shrimp are related to the kind of shrimp people are used to eat-
ing, lobsters and crabs. These shrimp however, are quite ancient
and primitive. Though fairy shrimp are crustaceans, they bear 
little resemblance to those with which we are most familiar. The
largest species in California is nearly six inches long with the 
others ranging from only 10 to 40 mm. Most found on the
Carrizo Plain are less than one inch in length. Quite delicate in
appearance, fairy shrimp swim on their backs, using feathery-
looking pairs of feet which sway and pulsate in the water to aid in
movement and to filter in food. Males and females, in most cases,
look quite different. Males have specialized and elaborate-looking

antennae used to attract and clasp females
during reproduction. Furthermore, the
males of each species look quite different
from each other, while the females of differ-
ent species look very similar. So determining
which kind of shrimp you have requires that
you get a good look at an adult male.

There are at least 25 known species of
fairy shrimp in California, five of which can
be found in different areas within the
Carrizo Plain National Monument, along
with one additional species of brine shrimp.
One of these shrimps, the longhorn fairy

shrimp (Branchinecta longiantenna) is one of California’s rarest
fairy shrimp and is listed as endangered. Another, the vernal pool
fairy shrimp (Branchinecta lynchi), is listed as threatened. In a
state where land is much sought after for development and agri-
culture, it is fortunate that their homes lie within the protected
boundaries of the Monument. Their presence adds to the beauty
and diversity found on the Carrizo Plain.

The Carrizo Plain for much of the year is considered very
desert-like. An environment that receives on average only seven
to ten inches of rain per year would make for a tough existence if
you rely on water, as is the case with fairy shrimp. That’s what
makes these animals so unique. If a puddle or pond in the
Monument has been filled by winter rains and lasts for longer
than two weeks before drying, chances are good that there will be
fairy shrimp in it. Shrimp eggs (referred to as cysts) lie dormant
in the dry sediment of such puddles and ponds until they fill with
water and the water remains for some time. In a place where
drought is common, the cysts can lie dormant for many years,
waiting for the water they need to hatch out. What’s more 
amazing is that the genetic makeup of the shrimp results in some
cysts hatching out and developing while others will not. This
helps to insure the survival of the species in case conditions start
out perfectly but the puddle or pond dries up before the new
adults have a chance to reproduce. Once hatched however, the
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Many of the secrets to the survival of fairy shrimp lie in their cysts. Cysts
are not just eggs that have been deposited by the female but are 
actually tiny embryos covered in protective layers or shells. While the
embryos remain in an arrested state of development, the covering 
layers, along with other factors, protect them from dry temperatures
greater than 150 degrees F., from water temperatures that can reach
near boiling, from freezing, and even from the digestive systems of
other animals! 

west sides, let us turn to the empty stage on the south in the direc-
tion of the Monument. From the many issues that will take up
pages in the eventual EIS, grazing will occupy a key position. In
the Presidential Proclamation creating the monument and in the
current management plan for the Monument-now eight years of
age-there are clear statements that the preservation of native
species and the elimination of feral and invasive species are part
of the goal. 

A basic question sits like a large gray animal with a long nose
and tusks: What is the evidence that grazing will help restore
native plants and animals to the Monument? The rancher 
member of the MAC said that despite everything that has 
happened within the past century, the threatened and endangered
species have survived. Several members on the north side cringed
shortly thereafter.

As the reports and comments proceeded, the curtain behind
the stage failed to mute completely the youthful voices from 
farther south, coming from the dining hall that also shared the
building. These were the voices of the children from the school,
who were helping prepare lunch for their visitors. The stage 
actually had two sides, one to the north and one to the south with
a curtain in between. 

What will the future bring for these children and the place
where they live? Will this become some major tourist attraction
with its “gateway cities” and tour buses, guides, and rest stops
completing the process? Will ranching disappear and elk and
pronghorn take the place of cattle on the Monument? For the next
ten years or more the plan adopted as part of the Environmental
Impact Statement will partially guide this future. 

Cal French is a resident near Paso Robles, a long time visitor to 
the Carrizo Plain, and Chair of the Sierra Club’s California/Nevada
Regional Conservation Committee. He has organized and led many
service outings to the Carrizo Plain, removing and/or
modifying barbed wire fencing to aid in the recovery
of the resident pronghorn antelope herd.

SANTA
BARBARA

BAKERSFIELD
SAN LUIS
OBISPO

continued on page 11

Above: Fairy Shrimp: small, hardy, and seldom noticed Goodwin Ranch in the foreground with the central plain beyond

BE A PART OF THE PROCESS

Contact Geary Hund at ghund@tws.org

Monitor the following Web sites:
BLM Carrizo Plain Website 
http://www.blm.gov/ca/bakersfield/carrizoplain/carrizoplain.html
The Wilderness Society 
http://www.wilderness.org/WhereWeWork/California/carrizo.cfm
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of the resident pronghorn antelope herd.

SANTA
BARBARA

BAKERSFIELD
SAN LUIS
OBISPO

continued on page 11

Above: Fairy Shrimp: small, hardy, and seldom noticed Goodwin Ranch in the foreground with the central plain beyond

BE A PART OF THE PROCESS

Contact Geary Hund at ghund@tws.org

Monitor the following Web sites:
BLM Carrizo Plain Website 
http://www.blm.gov/ca/bakersfield/carrizoplain/carrizoplain.html
The Wilderness Society 
http://www.wilderness.org/WhereWeWork/California/carrizo.cfm
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ild landscapes are dis-
appearing, as Robert
Marshall said, “...like
a snowbank on a

south-facing slope on a warm June day.”
So in 1984, while large intact areas still
existed in Nevada, Friends of Nevada
Wilderness, a nonprofit grassroots organi-
zation, was established to work for their
preservation.
In the intervening years the organization has had a number of
significant accomplishments. The potential for preserving 
additional wilderness is still enormous, as Nevada is home to
more public land than any state outside Alaska. The high forests,
deep canyons, and sagebrush steppes of her 300 named mountain
ranges are home to at least 3800 plant and animal species and a
lifetime of opportunities to pursue beauty and adventure on your
public lands.

This opportunity is also matched by enormous challenges.
Nevada is the fastest-growing state in the Union, its population
has doubled to 2.4 million since 1990, and is expected to hit 4.4
million by 2026. More population means more pressures on the

public lands from expanding development,
off-road vehicles, energy exploration and
development, and even well-meaning hikers. 

Friends of Nevada Wilderness began as a
small corps of dedicated activists. It is now a
growing statewide organization with 1,200
members, seven staff, and offices in Reno, Las
Vegas, and Ely. Friends, although relatively
new, has a historic perspective since its 
founding board members have been active in

every Congressional bill to designate wilderness, including the
Wilderness Act itself. 

Nevada’s Congressional delegation led by Senator Harry Reid
(D) has publicly committed to designating wilderness on a coun-
ty-by-county basis. Friends of Nevada Wilderness is dedicated to
having Congress designate Nevada’s last remaining wild places as
wilderness - the highest protection land can enjoy. Chary of the
fickle political winds, Friends will be making a concerted effort to
move these proposals forward before the “snowbanks” disappear.

Other aspects of the Friends program are to establish volun-
teer wilderness monitoring and restoration programs as soon as

W

B Y  J U D Y  A N D E R S O N with input from B R I A N  B E F F O R T

Friends Of Nevada Wilderness 
22 Years Of Keeping Nevada Wild

“We are successful because deep inside,
everyone loves wild places and wants to see
them conserved into the future. We seek 

this common ground as we work with other
concerned citizens, elected officials at all 
levels, and land management agencies,

providing reliable information about wilder-
ness and seeking on-the-ground results.”

continued on page 22

NEVADA WILDERNESS STATISTICS: (NOV, 2006)

Total acres in Nevada: 71 million
Acres of federally-owned public land: 61 million acres
Acres of wilderness: 2.8 million
Percentage of land designated as wilderness: 4% (15% in CA)
Number of wilderness areas: 56
Number of wilderness study areas: 72
Acres of Forest Service inventoried roadless areas in NV: 3 million

Nevada Wilderness Designated by:
Wilderness act of 1964: 65,000 (Jarbidge)
Nevada Wilderness Protection Act of 1989: 733,400
California Desert Protection Act of 1994: 44,000

(Death Valley Triangle)
Black Rock Desert-High Rock Canyon Emigrant Trails

National Conservation Area Act of 2000: 751,844
Clark County Conservation of Public Land and Natural

Resources Act of 2002: 452,000
Lincoln County Conservation, Recreation and Development

Act of 2004: 768,300

areas are designated so that the areas remain wild. Brian Beffort,
who as associate director of Friends prepared most of this article,
is certain the organization has the necessary commitment. “We
are successful because deep inside, everyone loves wild places and
wants to see them conserved into the future. We seek this 
common ground as we work with other concerned citizens, elect-
ed officials at all levels, and land management agencies, provid-
ing reliable information about wilderness and seeking on-the-
ground results.” The organization is still looking for help. As
Brian says, “We can be more successful with your support.” 

To find out more about Friends of Nevada Wilderness and what you can
do, visit the website, www.nevadawilderness.org; visit their stewardship
blog, Nevadawild.blogspot.com; call (775) 324-7667 or (702) 650-
6542; or email fnw@nevadawilderness.org.

Since this article was written an additional 545,000 acres of wilderness
have been created in White Pine County. See the “Current Issues”
section in this issue. Ed
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L shrimp  quickly develop into adults, male and female shrimp
reproduce, and with a little luck, the cysts will develop 
completely and be deposited by the female, beginning the life
cycle all over again. All of this takes place in a manner of weeks
on the Plain.

Not all puddles and ponds are home to fairy shrimp. Each
species is uniquely adapted to the specifics of each pool type.
Differences in temperature, depth, and water chemistry are
known to determine what species of fairy shrimp live in each,
and yet there are still many uncertainties as to the requirements
of these little animals. A number of puddles and ponds on the
Carrizo Plain are also home to spadefoot toads or other
amphibians. Some ponds have plants that are associated with
the unique soils that make up the edges of the pond basin.
Others seem to benefit from dissolved solids that get 
introduced by other animals using the pond. All of these things
may play an important role in the ecology of these miniature
ecosystems.

Management of lands that harbor fairy shrimp can be some-
what of a challenge. Within the boundaries of the Monument,
puddles and ponds are protected from destruction. Currently,
monitoring and collecting pond data to further understanding
of the ecology of the puddles and ponds are areas of focus. It is
our goal to ensure that these little shrimp will continue to fill
the puddles and ponds across the landscape to the delight and
amazement of all those that happen to discover them. Without
their presence, our world would surely be diminished. 

Information taken from: “Fairy Shrimps of California’s Puddles,
Pools and Playas” by Clyde Eriksen and Denton Belk, 1999 Mad
River Press, Inc. Eureka, CA

Kathy Sharum is the principal wildlife biologist for BLM at the
Carrizo Plain National Monument. Although her work address is
listed as the Bakersfield BLM office, her home for the past ten years
has been at the monument itself.
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Ephemeral pond in the Carrizo Plain: a tough home
for tough creatures

continued from page 8
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ild landscapes are dis-
appearing, as Robert
Marshall said, “...like
a snowbank on a

south-facing slope on a warm June day.”
So in 1984, while large intact areas still
existed in Nevada, Friends of Nevada
Wilderness, a nonprofit grassroots organi-
zation, was established to work for their
preservation.
In the intervening years the organization has had a number of
significant accomplishments. The potential for preserving 
additional wilderness is still enormous, as Nevada is home to
more public land than any state outside Alaska. The high forests,
deep canyons, and sagebrush steppes of her 300 named mountain
ranges are home to at least 3800 plant and animal species and a
lifetime of opportunities to pursue beauty and adventure on your
public lands.

This opportunity is also matched by enormous challenges.
Nevada is the fastest-growing state in the Union, its population
has doubled to 2.4 million since 1990, and is expected to hit 4.4
million by 2026. More population means more pressures on the

public lands from expanding development,
off-road vehicles, energy exploration and
development, and even well-meaning hikers. 

Friends of Nevada Wilderness began as a
small corps of dedicated activists. It is now a
growing statewide organization with 1,200
members, seven staff, and offices in Reno, Las
Vegas, and Ely. Friends, although relatively
new, has a historic perspective since its 
founding board members have been active in

every Congressional bill to designate wilderness, including the
Wilderness Act itself. 

Nevada’s Congressional delegation led by Senator Harry Reid
(D) has publicly committed to designating wilderness on a coun-
ty-by-county basis. Friends of Nevada Wilderness is dedicated to
having Congress designate Nevada’s last remaining wild places as
wilderness - the highest protection land can enjoy. Chary of the
fickle political winds, Friends will be making a concerted effort to
move these proposals forward before the “snowbanks” disappear.

Other aspects of the Friends program are to establish volun-
teer wilderness monitoring and restoration programs as soon as

W

B Y  J U D Y  A N D E R S O N with input from B R I A N  B E F F O R T

Friends Of Nevada Wilderness 
22 Years Of Keeping Nevada Wild

“We are successful because deep inside,
everyone loves wild places and wants to see
them conserved into the future. We seek 

this common ground as we work with other
concerned citizens, elected officials at all 
levels, and land management agencies,

providing reliable information about wilder-
ness and seeking on-the-ground results.”

continued on page 22

NEVADA WILDERNESS STATISTICS: (NOV, 2006)

Total acres in Nevada: 71 million
Acres of federally-owned public land: 61 million acres
Acres of wilderness: 2.8 million
Percentage of land designated as wilderness: 4% (15% in CA)
Number of wilderness areas: 56
Number of wilderness study areas: 72
Acres of Forest Service inventoried roadless areas in NV: 3 million

Nevada Wilderness Designated by:
Wilderness act of 1964: 65,000 (Jarbidge)
Nevada Wilderness Protection Act of 1989: 733,400
California Desert Protection Act of 1994: 44,000

(Death Valley Triangle)
Black Rock Desert-High Rock Canyon Emigrant Trails

National Conservation Area Act of 2000: 751,844
Clark County Conservation of Public Land and Natural

Resources Act of 2002: 452,000
Lincoln County Conservation, Recreation and Development

Act of 2004: 768,300

areas are designated so that the areas remain wild. Brian Beffort,
who as associate director of Friends prepared most of this article,
is certain the organization has the necessary commitment. “We
are successful because deep inside, everyone loves wild places and
wants to see them conserved into the future. We seek this 
common ground as we work with other concerned citizens, elect-
ed officials at all levels, and land management agencies, provid-
ing reliable information about wilderness and seeking on-the-
ground results.” The organization is still looking for help. As
Brian says, “We can be more successful with your support.” 

To find out more about Friends of Nevada Wilderness and what you can
do, visit the website, www.nevadawilderness.org; visit their stewardship
blog, Nevadawild.blogspot.com; call (775) 324-7667 or (702) 650-
6542; or email fnw@nevadawilderness.org.

Since this article was written an additional 545,000 acres of wilderness
have been created in White Pine County. See the “Current Issues”
section in this issue. Ed
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L shrimp  quickly develop into adults, male and female shrimp
reproduce, and with a little luck, the cysts will develop 
completely and be deposited by the female, beginning the life
cycle all over again. All of this takes place in a manner of weeks
on the Plain.

Not all puddles and ponds are home to fairy shrimp. Each
species is uniquely adapted to the specifics of each pool type.
Differences in temperature, depth, and water chemistry are
known to determine what species of fairy shrimp live in each,
and yet there are still many uncertainties as to the requirements
of these little animals. A number of puddles and ponds on the
Carrizo Plain are also home to spadefoot toads or other
amphibians. Some ponds have plants that are associated with
the unique soils that make up the edges of the pond basin.
Others seem to benefit from dissolved solids that get 
introduced by other animals using the pond. All of these things
may play an important role in the ecology of these miniature
ecosystems.

Management of lands that harbor fairy shrimp can be some-
what of a challenge. Within the boundaries of the Monument,
puddles and ponds are protected from destruction. Currently,
monitoring and collecting pond data to further understanding
of the ecology of the puddles and ponds are areas of focus. It is
our goal to ensure that these little shrimp will continue to fill
the puddles and ponds across the landscape to the delight and
amazement of all those that happen to discover them. Without
their presence, our world would surely be diminished. 

Information taken from: “Fairy Shrimps of California’s Puddles,
Pools and Playas” by Clyde Eriksen and Denton Belk, 1999 Mad
River Press, Inc. Eureka, CA

Kathy Sharum is the principal wildlife biologist for BLM at the
Carrizo Plain National Monument. Although her work address is
listed as the Bakersfield BLM office, her home for the past ten years
has been at the monument itself.
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Ephemeral pond in the Carrizo Plain: a tough home
for tough creatures
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www.sierraclub.org/membership

WHEN YOU JOIN the Sierra Club you will have the satisfaction of knowing
that you are helping to preserve irreplaceable wildlands, save endangered
and threatened wildlife, and protect this fragile environment we call home.
You can be sure that your voice will be heard through congressional 
lobbying and grassroots action on the environmental issues that matter to
you most.

CURRENT ISSUES

White Pine County
Wilderness Legislation

On December 20, 2006, legislation establishing 558,000 acres of new
wilderness in White Pine County, Nevada, was signed into law by President
Bush after passage by the House and Senate. New wilderness areas
include 70,000 acres at Mt. Grafton, 69,000 acres at Highland Ridge, and
121,000 acres in the High Schells.

In early 2000, only 840,000 acres of wilderness had been established
in the silver state, but with subsequent legislation including this most
recent bill, the total number of wilderness acres in Nevada is now 3.37
million acres. Approximately three-fourths of this wilderness is managed
by the Bureau of Land Management. Wilderness activists in Nevada are
working with their Congressional delegation for a possible additional
wilderness designation in this session of Congress.

Sunrise Powerlink
Threatens State
Wilderness

In an atmosphere reminiscent of the Desert Protection Act campaign,
400 concerned citizens converged on the February 8 California State Parks
Commission meeting in Borrego Springs to oppose SDG&E/Sempra
Energy’s Sunrise Powerlink. This massive power line would run from the
Imperial Valley, and across Anza-Borrego Desert State Park to San Diego.
Despite SDG&E’s greenwashing of the line as a conveyor of (as yet 
nonexistent) solar energy, environmental groups such as the Sierra Club,
the Center for Biological Diversity and the Desert Protective Council believe
it is really just one link in the company’s plan to connect its fossil fuel
power plants in Mexicali with the huge market in Los Angeles.

At stake is the sanctity of Anza-Borrego’s state-designated wilderness,
73 acres of which would be “dedesignated,” setting a dangerous 
precedent for wilderness everywhere. Even with alternative routes that
avoid Anza-Borrego, large swaths of desert in Imperial County, and much
of San Diego’s scenic backcountry, would be impacted by the line.

The next steps are an EIR/EIS review, scheduled (very optimistically) to
be completed by the end of this year. Should the California Public Utilities
Commission choose SDG&E’s preferred route, the Parks Commission
would then vote on the dedesignation of wilderness. Meanwhile, Parks
Commission Chairman Bobby Shriver recommends that we contact our
state elected representatives to voice our concerns. To find out more, go
to http://sandiego.sierraclub.org/northcounty/Sunrise.asp.

Mercury Pollution From
Nevada Mining

During the past nine months there has been progress in the effort to
curb the vast mercury emissions from Nevada’s gold and silver mines.
(See Desert Report, Summer, 2006) A bill is being introduced in the Nevada
Legislature to cap mercury emissions, increase monitoring and reporting
of mercury emissions in and around mines, as well as measure mercury
in mine workers’ bodies. The bill, sponsored by Assemblywoman Sheila
Leslie, will be an important step to determining the full scope of the problem.

A report on mercury levels in the air around mines, information on the
underreporting of mercury emissions by mines, and on the need for full
study of mercury in fish in northeastern Nevada, as well as ways to assist
this effort, can all be found at www.getthemercuryout.org

The Desert Is Not 
A Dump

An open-air Sludge composting facility planned near Barstow,
California, is still moving forward against strong local opposition. (See
Desert Report, Dec. 15, 2006.) The San Bernardino County Planning
Commission voted 4-0 to approve the facility late last year. The Center for
Biological Diversity; Desert Communities against Pollution; Center for
Race, Poverty and the Environment; and HelpHinkley.org have joined
together to appeal the decision to the San Bernardino Board of
Supervisors. The five Supervisors will hold the fate of this project in their
hands when they vote at a public hearing on February 27th. Local 
residents have started a “1000 letters to the Supervisors” campaign and
plan to travel to the hearing in buses paid for by Erin Brockovich. Waste
disposal will become increasingly difficult as our population grows, but
transporting toxic material 100’s of miles to the desert and dumping it on
the ground without safeguards to air and water is not a solution.

Beatty Area Land Release
Put On Hold 

Until recently, the Tonopah Office of the Nevada BLM was pushing 
forward with a plan to release for auction over 5,400 acres of public land
near Beatty, Nevada. The area included the riparian strip known as oasis
valley north of Beatty, the headwaters for the Amargosa River, and critical
habitat for the threatened Amargosa Toad, Bufo nelsoni. The potential 
disposal of this public land, which was called for in the 1997 Tonopah
Resource Management Plan (RMP), was of great concern to some local 
citizens, the conservation community, and several state and federal 
agencies charged with safeguarding the toad and its habitat. Had the 
proposed land release, scheduled for 2008, gone forward, it would have
rendered the conservation agreement and plan meaningless.

Recently, the BLM acknowledged that the 1997 RMP was out of date
and that a revision would be done. This revision will require a full environ-
mental review, and so will allow opportunities for public comments. It will
be important that the conservation community in both California and
Nevada follow the progress carefully and be active in the process.
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ater is finally back
into 62 miles of the
Lower Owens River
after more than 90

years! Three and half years behind sched-
ule, Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa and Inyo County
Supervisor Susan Cash together flipped the switch that opened a
gate allowing water to flow from the Los Angeles Aqueduct into
the thirsty river bed. More than 200 people attending the event
at the Intake near Aberdeen listened to words of thanks and
encouragement for the future from local conservation leaders
and officials from Inyo County and Los Angeles.

Everyone anticipates, with excitement, the return of a rich
riparian habitat of willow and cottonwood with its associated
wildlife populations. Riparian habitat is the richest habitat on
land. Sacaton bunchgrass and salt grass alkaline meadows will
become ground cover, wild roses and wild grapes will make up
the under-story. Desert olive and reeds will form a mid-story and
willow and cottonwood will create the upper canopy of the 
riparian community. Each layer of habitat supports its own
wildlife. Neo-tropical songbirds (blue grosbeaks, orioles, 
warblers), game birds (dove and quail), elk, bobcat and swallow-
tail butterflies will benefit from such a large addition of habitat to
the Owens Valley. Species that disappeared in the Owens Valley
will have the opportunity to return. Visitors eager to fish look
forward to bass, catfish, bluegill, bullfrogs and crawdads.
Stretches of water will allow canoeing, however expect a slow
glide due to the valley’s gentle gradient. A California heritage will
reappear in the Owens Valley landscape.

New fencing is being constructed to protect the emerging
riparian plant community along the banks of the river. Young 
willow and cottonwood need a helping hand to protect them-
selves from hungry cows that look at them as “ice cream”. Once
the habitat is far enough along limited grazing (which prescribes
season of use, duration of use and number of animals) can take
place that will not damage under story plants and soils and thus
meet the wildlife goals of the Lower Owens River Project.

A mimicked snowmelt runoff (habitat flow), five times larger
than the regular base flow of the river, will take place in late May
or early June and will be timed with the fuzzy seed production of

willow and cottonwood. These seeds are
viable only for a few days and must fly or float
to a muddy surface for germination. This
snowmelt habitat flow will also raise flows
into side channels and benches and spread

nutrients that will help widen the riparian habitat band. The wider
the habitat the more diversity of species can be possible.

Permanent photo points for recording the changes in the river
over time are in place. Three years of bird data along permanent
transects have been collected and will continue. Vegetation and
channel structure have been mapped. Local Owens Valley school
science classes have been collecting data of all kinds along the
river and will continue to do so. Nature herself will be the prime
architect along the river. When necessary, a human handprint
will appear and help out if a goal for the project is not being met.
All of us can start to visit and watch the river and its life return to
the valley. It is easily accessed on foot or horse, and numerous
dirt tracks allow vehicle touring, although be careful of road 
conditions (sand, mud, high centers) when driving. Pack your
picnic, grab your camera and binoculars and get out there. 

Mike Prather has been an activist in the Lower Owens Valley for many
years. He is a member of the Owens Valley Committee, the Eastern
Sierra Audubon, and the Sierra Club.

W

Top: Mike Prather and LA Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa as gates
are opened to rewater the Lower Owens River. Above: A visit
to the revived Owens River.
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A River Does Run Through It

SUCCESS AFTER YEARS OF EFFORT
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www.sierraclub.org/membership

WHEN YOU JOIN the Sierra Club you will have the satisfaction of knowing
that you are helping to preserve irreplaceable wildlands, save endangered
and threatened wildlife, and protect this fragile environment we call home.
You can be sure that your voice will be heard through congressional 
lobbying and grassroots action on the environmental issues that matter to
you most.

CURRENT ISSUES

White Pine County
Wilderness Legislation

On December 20, 2006, legislation establishing 558,000 acres of new
wilderness in White Pine County, Nevada, was signed into law by President
Bush after passage by the House and Senate. New wilderness areas
include 70,000 acres at Mt. Grafton, 69,000 acres at Highland Ridge, and
121,000 acres in the High Schells.

In early 2000, only 840,000 acres of wilderness had been established
in the silver state, but with subsequent legislation including this most
recent bill, the total number of wilderness acres in Nevada is now 3.37
million acres. Approximately three-fourths of this wilderness is managed
by the Bureau of Land Management. Wilderness activists in Nevada are
working with their Congressional delegation for a possible additional
wilderness designation in this session of Congress.

Sunrise Powerlink
Threatens State
Wilderness

In an atmosphere reminiscent of the Desert Protection Act campaign,
400 concerned citizens converged on the February 8 California State Parks
Commission meeting in Borrego Springs to oppose SDG&E/Sempra
Energy’s Sunrise Powerlink. This massive power line would run from the
Imperial Valley, and across Anza-Borrego Desert State Park to San Diego.
Despite SDG&E’s greenwashing of the line as a conveyor of (as yet 
nonexistent) solar energy, environmental groups such as the Sierra Club,
the Center for Biological Diversity and the Desert Protective Council believe
it is really just one link in the company’s plan to connect its fossil fuel
power plants in Mexicali with the huge market in Los Angeles.

At stake is the sanctity of Anza-Borrego’s state-designated wilderness,
73 acres of which would be “dedesignated,” setting a dangerous 
precedent for wilderness everywhere. Even with alternative routes that
avoid Anza-Borrego, large swaths of desert in Imperial County, and much
of San Diego’s scenic backcountry, would be impacted by the line.

The next steps are an EIR/EIS review, scheduled (very optimistically) to
be completed by the end of this year. Should the California Public Utilities
Commission choose SDG&E’s preferred route, the Parks Commission
would then vote on the dedesignation of wilderness. Meanwhile, Parks
Commission Chairman Bobby Shriver recommends that we contact our
state elected representatives to voice our concerns. To find out more, go
to http://sandiego.sierraclub.org/northcounty/Sunrise.asp.

Mercury Pollution From
Nevada Mining

During the past nine months there has been progress in the effort to
curb the vast mercury emissions from Nevada’s gold and silver mines.
(See Desert Report, Summer, 2006) A bill is being introduced in the Nevada
Legislature to cap mercury emissions, increase monitoring and reporting
of mercury emissions in and around mines, as well as measure mercury
in mine workers’ bodies. The bill, sponsored by Assemblywoman Sheila
Leslie, will be an important step to determining the full scope of the problem.

A report on mercury levels in the air around mines, information on the
underreporting of mercury emissions by mines, and on the need for full
study of mercury in fish in northeastern Nevada, as well as ways to assist
this effort, can all be found at www.getthemercuryout.org

The Desert Is Not 
A Dump

An open-air Sludge composting facility planned near Barstow,
California, is still moving forward against strong local opposition. (See
Desert Report, Dec. 15, 2006.) The San Bernardino County Planning
Commission voted 4-0 to approve the facility late last year. The Center for
Biological Diversity; Desert Communities against Pollution; Center for
Race, Poverty and the Environment; and HelpHinkley.org have joined
together to appeal the decision to the San Bernardino Board of
Supervisors. The five Supervisors will hold the fate of this project in their
hands when they vote at a public hearing on February 27th. Local 
residents have started a “1000 letters to the Supervisors” campaign and
plan to travel to the hearing in buses paid for by Erin Brockovich. Waste
disposal will become increasingly difficult as our population grows, but
transporting toxic material 100’s of miles to the desert and dumping it on
the ground without safeguards to air and water is not a solution.

Beatty Area Land Release
Put On Hold 

Until recently, the Tonopah Office of the Nevada BLM was pushing 
forward with a plan to release for auction over 5,400 acres of public land
near Beatty, Nevada. The area included the riparian strip known as oasis
valley north of Beatty, the headwaters for the Amargosa River, and critical
habitat for the threatened Amargosa Toad, Bufo nelsoni. The potential 
disposal of this public land, which was called for in the 1997 Tonopah
Resource Management Plan (RMP), was of great concern to some local 
citizens, the conservation community, and several state and federal 
agencies charged with safeguarding the toad and its habitat. Had the 
proposed land release, scheduled for 2008, gone forward, it would have
rendered the conservation agreement and plan meaningless.

Recently, the BLM acknowledged that the 1997 RMP was out of date
and that a revision would be done. This revision will require a full environ-
mental review, and so will allow opportunities for public comments. It will
be important that the conservation community in both California and
Nevada follow the progress carefully and be active in the process.
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ater is finally back
into 62 miles of the
Lower Owens River
after more than 90

years! Three and half years behind sched-
ule, Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa and Inyo County
Supervisor Susan Cash together flipped the switch that opened a
gate allowing water to flow from the Los Angeles Aqueduct into
the thirsty river bed. More than 200 people attending the event
at the Intake near Aberdeen listened to words of thanks and
encouragement for the future from local conservation leaders
and officials from Inyo County and Los Angeles.

Everyone anticipates, with excitement, the return of a rich
riparian habitat of willow and cottonwood with its associated
wildlife populations. Riparian habitat is the richest habitat on
land. Sacaton bunchgrass and salt grass alkaline meadows will
become ground cover, wild roses and wild grapes will make up
the under-story. Desert olive and reeds will form a mid-story and
willow and cottonwood will create the upper canopy of the 
riparian community. Each layer of habitat supports its own
wildlife. Neo-tropical songbirds (blue grosbeaks, orioles, 
warblers), game birds (dove and quail), elk, bobcat and swallow-
tail butterflies will benefit from such a large addition of habitat to
the Owens Valley. Species that disappeared in the Owens Valley
will have the opportunity to return. Visitors eager to fish look
forward to bass, catfish, bluegill, bullfrogs and crawdads.
Stretches of water will allow canoeing, however expect a slow
glide due to the valley’s gentle gradient. A California heritage will
reappear in the Owens Valley landscape.

New fencing is being constructed to protect the emerging
riparian plant community along the banks of the river. Young 
willow and cottonwood need a helping hand to protect them-
selves from hungry cows that look at them as “ice cream”. Once
the habitat is far enough along limited grazing (which prescribes
season of use, duration of use and number of animals) can take
place that will not damage under story plants and soils and thus
meet the wildlife goals of the Lower Owens River Project.

A mimicked snowmelt runoff (habitat flow), five times larger
than the regular base flow of the river, will take place in late May
or early June and will be timed with the fuzzy seed production of

willow and cottonwood. These seeds are
viable only for a few days and must fly or float
to a muddy surface for germination. This
snowmelt habitat flow will also raise flows
into side channels and benches and spread

nutrients that will help widen the riparian habitat band. The wider
the habitat the more diversity of species can be possible.

Permanent photo points for recording the changes in the river
over time are in place. Three years of bird data along permanent
transects have been collected and will continue. Vegetation and
channel structure have been mapped. Local Owens Valley school
science classes have been collecting data of all kinds along the
river and will continue to do so. Nature herself will be the prime
architect along the river. When necessary, a human handprint
will appear and help out if a goal for the project is not being met.
All of us can start to visit and watch the river and its life return to
the valley. It is easily accessed on foot or horse, and numerous
dirt tracks allow vehicle touring, although be careful of road 
conditions (sand, mud, high centers) when driving. Pack your
picnic, grab your camera and binoculars and get out there. 

Mike Prather has been an activist in the Lower Owens Valley for many
years. He is a member of the Owens Valley Committee, the Eastern
Sierra Audubon, and the Sierra Club.

W

Top: Mike Prather and LA Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa as gates
are opened to rewater the Lower Owens River. Above: A visit
to the revived Owens River.
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A River Does Run Through It

SUCCESS AFTER YEARS OF EFFORT
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Desert Fires: They Ain’t What They Used To Be

What can be done? The first step is education. After every
wildfire there is typically a round of finger pointing and rein-
forcement of misconceptions that focus primarily on wildland
vegetation. Native plant communities are easy targets because
they do not have strong economic interests protecting them. In
addition, placing the emphasis on native plants takes attention
away from community planning decisions that allow develop-
ment in high fire-risk areas. The best way to formulate creative
solutions that will help us reduce wildfire risks as well as protect
desert ecosystems is by making a sincere effort to understand the
environment in which we live, realizing wildfires are controlled
by many different variables, and accepting responsibility for
where and how we place our homes.

Every ecosystem has its own, unique fire regime. Many of
those regimes are changing in a way that threatens the wild
spaces we value. We need to correct widely held misconceptions
about wildfire by helping others understand that the threat to
most natural systems in southern California today is too much
fire rather than not enough, especially in desert and chaparral
plant communities (Keeley 2004). And we need to support
efforts to prevent further spread of alien weeds. Native systems
compromised by these rapidly spreading invaders are much more
flammable than those without. Both the Sawtooth fire near
Yucca Valley and the Esperanza fire in 2006 were heavily influ-
enced by the presence of alien grasses.

Once the public and government leaders understand that
wildfires are extremely complex events and that each native plant
community has its own specialized fire regime, demand will grow
for fire management plans specifically designed to protect scarce
natural resources. This will give fragile places like the desert a
better chance to continue enriching our lives and inspire a much
needed reconnection with the natural world. 
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Richard W. Halsey is the director of the California Chaparral Institute
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pathway for flames to rapidly cross the desert floor (Brooks and
Pyke 2001).

In the past, low elevation desert fires ignited by lightning were
typically small and self-contained due to the lack of fuel. Alien
weeds have changed all that. With low humidity and high winds,
wildfires can now consume tens of thousands of acres, 
potentially changing the desert landscape for generations to
come. Since these alien grasses are annuals, they can create
enough fuel for a fire to burn every year. As a result, it is quite
possible keystone species, such as the Joshua tree and Saguaro
cactus, will be eliminated in many of our favorite landscapes
within our lifetimes. Continued climatic change may accelerate
such fire-induced changes.

Could native desert shrubs and annuals create conditions in
which flames could cover large areas? After rare wet years,
natives may produce localized concentrations of fuel, but they
can not be blamed for the huge, frequent fires spawned by alien
grasses we are experiencing today. The poor or complete absence
of fire-related adaptations in most desert plant communities,
such as blackbrush and pinyon pine, tells us such frequent fires
are not a natural part of these systems.

continued from page 1

Pinyon pine near Pioneertown after the Sawtooth fire: As it
will not resprout, this lone soldier is lost.
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Nevada and California apply different rules to the use of water.
In Nevada, water use-except for domestic wells-is regulated by the
Nevada State Engineer. In California, a state agency, the State
Water Resources Control Board, has authority to regulate the use
of surface water-but not groundwater. No water right permit is
required in California in order to pump water from the ground. 

In Nevada, the basic water law of the West, the prior 
appropriation doctrine, governs the use of both surface and
groundwater. Under this doctrine, a person may use an allotted
amount of water, but the use of the water is subject to the rule of
“first in time, first in right.” Thus, during a water shortage, a 
person may find himself without any water because it is being
used by someone who established an earlier right. In California,
both the prior appropriation doctrine and the riparian right 
doctrine apply to water rights and water use. (A riparian right is
the right to use water from a natural watercourse on property
that abuts the watercourse). Unlike the harsh “first in time, first
in right rule,” riparian rights holders share the water that is 
available during times of shortage.

Nevada has established several important protections that per-
tain to groundwater and the resources dependent upon it. For
instance, before the State Engineer can grant a water right, he
must first find that there is sufficient unused water available for
the requested use and that the granting of the right would be in
the public interest. Further, if a right for an interbasin transfer of
groundwater is sought, the State Engineer must find that 
transfer is environmentally sound. These provisions have been
used by the State Engineer to deny permits to pump 
groundwater for irrigation from the already overdrafted ground-
water basin underlying the Amargosa Desert and to deny permits
to pump groundwater in order to protect Devil’s Hole-a section
of Death Valley National Park located in Nevada which has a
deep, water filled cavern and is home for an endangered pupfish. 

Cross border water issues will remain unaddressed without 
legislative action

While Nevada water law can be used to protect Nevada’s 
natural resources, it is uncertain to what extent, if at all, the State
Engineer will consider the cross-border impacts of groundwater
pumping. For instance, in a recent case based on an analysis of

groundwater use in Nevada, the State Engineer found that there
was sufficient unused water to enable him to grant rights to a
water company to export groundwater from the Nevada portion
of Sandy Valley-an area that straddles the state line to the west of
Las Vegas. In granting the water rights, the Engineer overlooked
the fact that the entire groundwater basin underlying Sandy
Valley is severely overdrafted as a result of groundwater pumping
on the California side to irrigate sod farms that ironically supply
grass for lawns in thirsty Las Vegas. 

In California there is little opportunity for any consideration
of the cross-border impacts of groundwater pumping. The
impacts of groundwater pumping in California on Nevada’s
resources are not assessed unless a project is governed by the
California Environmental Quality Act, or unless the groundwater
pumping is governed by a regulation enacted by a local govern-
mental entity. 

Consequently, in the Charleston View area of California the
existing owners of parcels comprising a portion of 17,000 acres of
privately-owned land could conceivably drill wells on their prop-
erties and begin pumping groundwater. This could occur despite
the fact that Charleston View shares an already overdrafted
groundwater basin with Pahrump, Nevada, and regardless of the
fact that pumping in Nevada has already caused large springs to
cease flowing and the ground surface to subside, leading to 
damage to roads, buildings, and other property.

One would think that if the two states don’t consider the
trans-border impacts, the federal government would be involved;
however, the federal government plays only a limited role. While
the federal government has both riparian and “reserved” water
rights in the desert area, federal policies and guidelines 
encourage federal agencies to look to state law to obtain and
quantify such water rights. Thus, unless there is state or
Congressional legislative action, the cross border water issues
will remain largely unaddressed.

A template for Congressional action may be offered by the
Lincoln County, Nevada, Conservation, Recreation, and
Development Act which became federal law in 2004. In response
to a plan by the Southern Nevada Water Authority to pump and
export groundwater from basins in eastern Nevada that could
affect the water resources of Utah, Congress required that prior
to the implementation of such a project in Nevada, the states of
Nevada and Utah are required to enter into an agreement 
concerning the allocation of the water resources. Using that 
template, draft legislation has been formulated in the hope of 
taking a first step toward addressing California/Nevada interstate
groundwater issues. Once all concerned have had an opportunity
to review the proposal and consensus can be reached, it is antici-
pated that a solution could be adopted by Congress. 

Greg James has lived in Bishop, California, since 1977. He has served
as legal counsel for the County of Inyo and as manager for the Inyo
County Water Department, which is charged with the environmentally
sound management of the water resources of Owens Valley. Since 
retiring from the Water Department at the end of 2004, he has worked
as a private attorney and has continued to represent the County and
others on water-related and environmental issues.
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Desert Fires: They Ain’t What They Used To Be

What can be done? The first step is education. After every
wildfire there is typically a round of finger pointing and rein-
forcement of misconceptions that focus primarily on wildland
vegetation. Native plant communities are easy targets because
they do not have strong economic interests protecting them. In
addition, placing the emphasis on native plants takes attention
away from community planning decisions that allow develop-
ment in high fire-risk areas. The best way to formulate creative
solutions that will help us reduce wildfire risks as well as protect
desert ecosystems is by making a sincere effort to understand the
environment in which we live, realizing wildfires are controlled
by many different variables, and accepting responsibility for
where and how we place our homes.

Every ecosystem has its own, unique fire regime. Many of
those regimes are changing in a way that threatens the wild
spaces we value. We need to correct widely held misconceptions
about wildfire by helping others understand that the threat to
most natural systems in southern California today is too much
fire rather than not enough, especially in desert and chaparral
plant communities (Keeley 2004). And we need to support
efforts to prevent further spread of alien weeds. Native systems
compromised by these rapidly spreading invaders are much more
flammable than those without. Both the Sawtooth fire near
Yucca Valley and the Esperanza fire in 2006 were heavily influ-
enced by the presence of alien grasses.

Once the public and government leaders understand that
wildfires are extremely complex events and that each native plant
community has its own specialized fire regime, demand will grow
for fire management plans specifically designed to protect scarce
natural resources. This will give fragile places like the desert a
better chance to continue enriching our lives and inspire a much
needed reconnection with the natural world. 

REFERENCES
Brooks, M.L., and D.A. Pyke. 2001. Invasive plants and fire in the deserts of
North America. Pages 1-14 in K.E.M. Galley and T.P. Wilson (eds.).
Proceedings of the Invasive Species Workshop: the Role of Fire in the
Control and Spread of Invasive Species. Fire Conference 2000: the First
National Congress on Fire Ecology, Prevention, and Management.
Miscellaneous Publication No. 11, Tall Timbers Research Station,
Tallahassee, FL.

Keeley, J.E. 2004. Invasive plants and fire management in California
Mediterranean-climate ecosystems. In M. Arianoutsou and Papanastasis
(eds.) 10th MEDECOS - International Conference on Ecology Proceedings,
Conservation and Management. Rhodes Island, Greece. Millpress,
Rotterdam.

Keeley, J.E., C.J. Fotheringham, M.Morais. 1999. Reexaming fire suppres-
sion impacts on brushland fire regimes. Science 284: 1829-1832.

Lovich, J. E., and D. Bainbridge. 1999. Anthropogenic degradation of the
southern California desert ecosystem and prospects for natural recovery and
restoration. Environmental Management. 24:309-326.

Mortiz, M.A., J.E. Keeley, E.A. Johnson, and A.A. Schaffner. 2004. Testing a
basic assumption of shrubland fire management: how important is fuel age?
Frontiers in Ecology and the Environment 2: 67-72.

Richard W. Halsey is the director of the California Chaparral Institute
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pathway for flames to rapidly cross the desert floor (Brooks and
Pyke 2001).

In the past, low elevation desert fires ignited by lightning were
typically small and self-contained due to the lack of fuel. Alien
weeds have changed all that. With low humidity and high winds,
wildfires can now consume tens of thousands of acres, 
potentially changing the desert landscape for generations to
come. Since these alien grasses are annuals, they can create
enough fuel for a fire to burn every year. As a result, it is quite
possible keystone species, such as the Joshua tree and Saguaro
cactus, will be eliminated in many of our favorite landscapes
within our lifetimes. Continued climatic change may accelerate
such fire-induced changes.

Could native desert shrubs and annuals create conditions in
which flames could cover large areas? After rare wet years,
natives may produce localized concentrations of fuel, but they
can not be blamed for the huge, frequent fires spawned by alien
grasses we are experiencing today. The poor or complete absence
of fire-related adaptations in most desert plant communities,
such as blackbrush and pinyon pine, tells us such frequent fires
are not a natural part of these systems.

continued from page 1

Pinyon pine near Pioneertown after the Sawtooth fire: As it
will not resprout, this lone soldier is lost.
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Nevada and California apply different rules to the use of water.
In Nevada, water use-except for domestic wells-is regulated by the
Nevada State Engineer. In California, a state agency, the State
Water Resources Control Board, has authority to regulate the use
of surface water-but not groundwater. No water right permit is
required in California in order to pump water from the ground. 

In Nevada, the basic water law of the West, the prior 
appropriation doctrine, governs the use of both surface and
groundwater. Under this doctrine, a person may use an allotted
amount of water, but the use of the water is subject to the rule of
“first in time, first in right.” Thus, during a water shortage, a 
person may find himself without any water because it is being
used by someone who established an earlier right. In California,
both the prior appropriation doctrine and the riparian right 
doctrine apply to water rights and water use. (A riparian right is
the right to use water from a natural watercourse on property
that abuts the watercourse). Unlike the harsh “first in time, first
in right rule,” riparian rights holders share the water that is 
available during times of shortage.

Nevada has established several important protections that per-
tain to groundwater and the resources dependent upon it. For
instance, before the State Engineer can grant a water right, he
must first find that there is sufficient unused water available for
the requested use and that the granting of the right would be in
the public interest. Further, if a right for an interbasin transfer of
groundwater is sought, the State Engineer must find that 
transfer is environmentally sound. These provisions have been
used by the State Engineer to deny permits to pump 
groundwater for irrigation from the already overdrafted ground-
water basin underlying the Amargosa Desert and to deny permits
to pump groundwater in order to protect Devil’s Hole-a section
of Death Valley National Park located in Nevada which has a
deep, water filled cavern and is home for an endangered pupfish. 

Cross border water issues will remain unaddressed without 
legislative action

While Nevada water law can be used to protect Nevada’s 
natural resources, it is uncertain to what extent, if at all, the State
Engineer will consider the cross-border impacts of groundwater
pumping. For instance, in a recent case based on an analysis of

groundwater use in Nevada, the State Engineer found that there
was sufficient unused water to enable him to grant rights to a
water company to export groundwater from the Nevada portion
of Sandy Valley-an area that straddles the state line to the west of
Las Vegas. In granting the water rights, the Engineer overlooked
the fact that the entire groundwater basin underlying Sandy
Valley is severely overdrafted as a result of groundwater pumping
on the California side to irrigate sod farms that ironically supply
grass for lawns in thirsty Las Vegas. 

In California there is little opportunity for any consideration
of the cross-border impacts of groundwater pumping. The
impacts of groundwater pumping in California on Nevada’s
resources are not assessed unless a project is governed by the
California Environmental Quality Act, or unless the groundwater
pumping is governed by a regulation enacted by a local govern-
mental entity. 

Consequently, in the Charleston View area of California the
existing owners of parcels comprising a portion of 17,000 acres of
privately-owned land could conceivably drill wells on their prop-
erties and begin pumping groundwater. This could occur despite
the fact that Charleston View shares an already overdrafted
groundwater basin with Pahrump, Nevada, and regardless of the
fact that pumping in Nevada has already caused large springs to
cease flowing and the ground surface to subside, leading to 
damage to roads, buildings, and other property.

One would think that if the two states don’t consider the
trans-border impacts, the federal government would be involved;
however, the federal government plays only a limited role. While
the federal government has both riparian and “reserved” water
rights in the desert area, federal policies and guidelines 
encourage federal agencies to look to state law to obtain and
quantify such water rights. Thus, unless there is state or
Congressional legislative action, the cross border water issues
will remain largely unaddressed.

A template for Congressional action may be offered by the
Lincoln County, Nevada, Conservation, Recreation, and
Development Act which became federal law in 2004. In response
to a plan by the Southern Nevada Water Authority to pump and
export groundwater from basins in eastern Nevada that could
affect the water resources of Utah, Congress required that prior
to the implementation of such a project in Nevada, the states of
Nevada and Utah are required to enter into an agreement 
concerning the allocation of the water resources. Using that 
template, draft legislation has been formulated in the hope of 
taking a first step toward addressing California/Nevada interstate
groundwater issues. Once all concerned have had an opportunity
to review the proposal and consensus can be reached, it is antici-
pated that a solution could be adopted by Congress. 

Greg James has lived in Bishop, California, since 1977. He has served
as legal counsel for the County of Inyo and as manager for the Inyo
County Water Department, which is charged with the environmentally
sound management of the water resources of Owens Valley. Since 
retiring from the Water Department at the end of 2004, he has worked
as a private attorney and has continued to represent the County and
others on water-related and environmental issues.
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wyhee County is located
south of the Snake River in
the southwest corner of
Idaho bordering Nevada

and Oregon. In land area it is the second
largest county in Idaho and is larger than
several eastern states. The county received
its name for a small group of Hawaiian 
trappers and explorers who disappeared in
the early 1800s never to be seen again. The
county is a high sage-steppe cold desert with some areas of west-
ern juniper forest with precipitation limited to between 3 and 15
inches per year on elevations ranging from 2,200 to 10,000 feet
above sea level.

Home to about 11,000 residents who are concentrated in the
small towns of Marsing and Homedale along the Snake River, the
county has about 1.5 residents per square mile of area, one of the
least densely populated areas in the western United States. The
county seat, Murphy, has a permanent population of about 30
people. The county has several ghost towns from its mining hey-
day in the 1860s including Silver City known as the Queen of
Idaho’s Ghosts: (http://ednapurviance.org/silvercity/images/sil-
vercityold.jpg ) ! While mining was historically important in the
county, there are no active major mining operations there today.

Even by Idaho standards Owyhee County is poor with per
capita annual income of $20,000, only 70% of the Idaho state
average and 56% of the national average. One fifth of all the
housing in the county is mobile homes, and the Owyhee County
hamlet of Grandview, has the highest per capita levels of various
cancers in the state perhaps due to constant aerial spraying of
local farm fields in the summers. More than half of county 
workers are employed in adjacent Idaho counties especially Ada
and Canyon Counties where Boise, Nampa and Caldwell, Idaho’s
fast-growing cities, are located. Recent growth in population in
Owyhee County has come primarily from legal and illegal 
immigrant workers from Mexico seeking low-cost housing.

76% of the county land area, or more than 3.7 million acres,
is public land administered by the Bureau of Land Management
(BLM). Almost all of that area is leased to fewer than 100 
ranchers for livestock grazing. Only 390 farmers and ranchers in
the county have farming and/or ranching as their primary source
of income, and they own over 800,000 acres of private land 
making them among the wealthy few in the county.

Owyhee County has many spectacular
public landscapes including the second
largest rhyolite canyon complex in the
world (the largest is in Mozambique) in
which several of the most remote and 
beautiful desert wilderness rivers in the
lower 48 are found. Those rivers include the
Bruneau and its West Fork; the Jarbidge; the
South and East Forks of the Owyhee River
and, after their confluence, the Owyhee

River mainstem as well as Big and Little Jacks Creeks.
The BLM lands in Owyhee County include over 750,000

acres of Wilderness Study Areas (WSA’s) and two major conflicts
over use of the public lands: livestock grazing and all-terrain
vehicles. At this time there is no gas or oil exploratory leasing in
the County.

The most recent effort at resolving those conflicts was 
proposed in the summer of 2006 in legislation entitled “The
Owyhee Initiative (OI)” by Idaho Senator Mike Crapo, a
Republican well known for his efforts to water down the
Endangered Species Act. The OI would have designated over
500,000 acres of wilderness, several hundred miles of wild and
scenic rivers, released 250,000 acres of WSA’s, established a fed-
erally funded high desert research program, statutorily created an
Owyhee County run oversight board for BLM management as
well as a science review panel to review all BLM decisions

{

O

concerning livestock grazing. The OI also proposed the sale or
exchange of up to 75,000 acres of public lands to ranchers in a
complex process that would have ranchers set the value of any
public land purchase or exchange without independent appraisal
of land values.

The OI was originally an idea proposed by property rights and
county control advocate attorney Fred Grant (http://www.stew-
ardsoftherange.org/favauthors/fav-authors-fkg.htm) who has
been active with Stewards of the Range, a group started by the
late infamous Nevada rancher Wayne Hage. That idea was to
trade designated wilderness for county control over BLM 
decisions affecting Owyhee County ranchers who use public
lands. It is similar in concept to other recent wilderness designa-
tion efforts at Steens Mountain in eastern Oregon and the
Lincoln and White Pine County Wilderness Bills in Nevada. 

The catalyst for the OI effort was a series of legal victories in
federal court won by Western Watersheds Project that restricted
and placed much greater scrutiny on public lands ranching across
the BLM managed landscape in Owyhee County where 
traditionally the 80 ranchers who use public lands have not been
subject to much BLM oversight.

Three conservation groups, The Wilderness Society, the
Idaho Conservation League, and the Nature Conservancy chose
to immediately accept offers from the Owyhee County
Commissioners to participate in the OI process. Later the local
Sierra Club group also joined the process. The OI specifically
denied participation to the three groups most active in 
influencing the management of Owyhee County public lands:
Western Watersheds Project, the Idaho Wildlife Federation, and
the Committee For The High Desert. The process of reaching
an agreement on legislation took over five years, and the 
now-failed result would have created some remarkable changes in
many aspects of wilderness and wild and scenic river 
management. (Please see sidebar). 

In the course of the whole OI process, conservation groups
were divided on the merits of the final document. Some claimed
that growing ATV use was the single most destructive impact on
public lands in Owyhee County although livestock grazing 
negatively impacts far more land area in the county. (See photos
of livestock impacts).

With the failure of the OI legislation to be passed in the
December 2006 lame-duck Congress, the outcome of the
November 2006 election, and the defeat of former House
Resource Committee Chair Richard Pombo (R-CA-11) the OI is
significantly delayed as Idaho representatives sort out their 
problems with the provisions.  Meanwhile, its legacy is a lot of
bruised relationships among Idaho conservation groups which
may take years to heal. 

Jon Marvel, a 38 year resident of Idaho and a licensed architect, is the
executive director of Western Watersheds Project. He lives in Hailey,
Idaho.
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County Rights And 
Designated Wilderness

OWYHEE COUNTY IDAHO

1. Because of its exclusionary nature, the process by which The
Owyhee Initiative Bill developed was flawed from the beginning. The

Idaho Wildlife Federation, Western Watersheds Project, and The Committee

For Idaho’s High Desert, although they had a long and well documented

history of on-the-ground involvement with the Owyhee Canyon lands,

were openly excluded from the so-called collaborative process.

2. A handful of ranchers in Owyhee County, Idaho, receive the 
benefit of federally legislated protection of their occupation. One of

the stated purposes of the bill is to “provide for economic stability by 

preserving livestock grazing as an economically viable use”; (Sec.2

Findings; Purpose, page 4, lines 1 & 2)

3. Although this bill designates 517,000 acres of wilderness, it con-
tains numerous exceptions to the Wilderness act in section 203,
undermining the very wilderness it designates. Although proponents of

this bill point to the designation of 55,000 of these acres becoming 

livestock free, this involves at least four separate areas and would require

fencing to keep out the livestock. Many of the allotments in these areas

are on marginally grazable land. This legislation would compensate the

ranchers for retiring their permits.

4. This bill establishes 384 miles of Wild & Scenic rivers but 
the boundary extends only to the high water mark essentially 
establishing a wild and scenic riverbed.

5. The Owyhee Initiative (OI) Agreement for which this bill provides
implementation, (Findings, Purpose, page 3, lines 18-20) creates
unprecedented layers of oversight of federal land by a handful of
selected local interests.

6. To gain conservation and other easements and/or to acquire 
scattered private lands totaling 2600 acres, up to 75,000 acres of
public land could be sacrificed to ranchers. No independent appraisals

are required and ranchers have specified grossly inflated values of their

land that would be acquired with federal funds.

7. Proponents of this legislation cite the motorized travel plan it
would implement, but travel plans for the region are either already
completed or being completed by the BLM. The legislation does not

consider the motorized vehicle damage caused by ranching activity but

rather allows for the possibility of its continuance.

Prepared with assistance from Mike McCurry

SOME TRUTHS ABOUT THE OWYHEE 
INITIATIVE BILL
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wyhee County is located
south of the Snake River in
the southwest corner of
Idaho bordering Nevada

and Oregon. In land area it is the second
largest county in Idaho and is larger than
several eastern states. The county received
its name for a small group of Hawaiian 
trappers and explorers who disappeared in
the early 1800s never to be seen again. The
county is a high sage-steppe cold desert with some areas of west-
ern juniper forest with precipitation limited to between 3 and 15
inches per year on elevations ranging from 2,200 to 10,000 feet
above sea level.

Home to about 11,000 residents who are concentrated in the
small towns of Marsing and Homedale along the Snake River, the
county has about 1.5 residents per square mile of area, one of the
least densely populated areas in the western United States. The
county seat, Murphy, has a permanent population of about 30
people. The county has several ghost towns from its mining hey-
day in the 1860s including Silver City known as the Queen of
Idaho’s Ghosts: (http://ednapurviance.org/silvercity/images/sil-
vercityold.jpg ) ! While mining was historically important in the
county, there are no active major mining operations there today.

Even by Idaho standards Owyhee County is poor with per
capita annual income of $20,000, only 70% of the Idaho state
average and 56% of the national average. One fifth of all the
housing in the county is mobile homes, and the Owyhee County
hamlet of Grandview, has the highest per capita levels of various
cancers in the state perhaps due to constant aerial spraying of
local farm fields in the summers. More than half of county 
workers are employed in adjacent Idaho counties especially Ada
and Canyon Counties where Boise, Nampa and Caldwell, Idaho’s
fast-growing cities, are located. Recent growth in population in
Owyhee County has come primarily from legal and illegal 
immigrant workers from Mexico seeking low-cost housing.

76% of the county land area, or more than 3.7 million acres,
is public land administered by the Bureau of Land Management
(BLM). Almost all of that area is leased to fewer than 100 
ranchers for livestock grazing. Only 390 farmers and ranchers in
the county have farming and/or ranching as their primary source
of income, and they own over 800,000 acres of private land 
making them among the wealthy few in the county.

Owyhee County has many spectacular
public landscapes including the second
largest rhyolite canyon complex in the
world (the largest is in Mozambique) in
which several of the most remote and 
beautiful desert wilderness rivers in the
lower 48 are found. Those rivers include the
Bruneau and its West Fork; the Jarbidge; the
South and East Forks of the Owyhee River
and, after their confluence, the Owyhee

River mainstem as well as Big and Little Jacks Creeks.
The BLM lands in Owyhee County include over 750,000

acres of Wilderness Study Areas (WSA’s) and two major conflicts
over use of the public lands: livestock grazing and all-terrain
vehicles. At this time there is no gas or oil exploratory leasing in
the County.

The most recent effort at resolving those conflicts was 
proposed in the summer of 2006 in legislation entitled “The
Owyhee Initiative (OI)” by Idaho Senator Mike Crapo, a
Republican well known for his efforts to water down the
Endangered Species Act. The OI would have designated over
500,000 acres of wilderness, several hundred miles of wild and
scenic rivers, released 250,000 acres of WSA’s, established a fed-
erally funded high desert research program, statutorily created an
Owyhee County run oversight board for BLM management as
well as a science review panel to review all BLM decisions
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concerning livestock grazing. The OI also proposed the sale or
exchange of up to 75,000 acres of public lands to ranchers in a
complex process that would have ranchers set the value of any
public land purchase or exchange without independent appraisal
of land values.

The OI was originally an idea proposed by property rights and
county control advocate attorney Fred Grant (http://www.stew-
ardsoftherange.org/favauthors/fav-authors-fkg.htm) who has
been active with Stewards of the Range, a group started by the
late infamous Nevada rancher Wayne Hage. That idea was to
trade designated wilderness for county control over BLM 
decisions affecting Owyhee County ranchers who use public
lands. It is similar in concept to other recent wilderness designa-
tion efforts at Steens Mountain in eastern Oregon and the
Lincoln and White Pine County Wilderness Bills in Nevada. 

The catalyst for the OI effort was a series of legal victories in
federal court won by Western Watersheds Project that restricted
and placed much greater scrutiny on public lands ranching across
the BLM managed landscape in Owyhee County where 
traditionally the 80 ranchers who use public lands have not been
subject to much BLM oversight.

Three conservation groups, The Wilderness Society, the
Idaho Conservation League, and the Nature Conservancy chose
to immediately accept offers from the Owyhee County
Commissioners to participate in the OI process. Later the local
Sierra Club group also joined the process. The OI specifically
denied participation to the three groups most active in 
influencing the management of Owyhee County public lands:
Western Watersheds Project, the Idaho Wildlife Federation, and
the Committee For The High Desert. The process of reaching
an agreement on legislation took over five years, and the 
now-failed result would have created some remarkable changes in
many aspects of wilderness and wild and scenic river 
management. (Please see sidebar). 

In the course of the whole OI process, conservation groups
were divided on the merits of the final document. Some claimed
that growing ATV use was the single most destructive impact on
public lands in Owyhee County although livestock grazing 
negatively impacts far more land area in the county. (See photos
of livestock impacts).

With the failure of the OI legislation to be passed in the
December 2006 lame-duck Congress, the outcome of the
November 2006 election, and the defeat of former House
Resource Committee Chair Richard Pombo (R-CA-11) the OI is
significantly delayed as Idaho representatives sort out their 
problems with the provisions.  Meanwhile, its legacy is a lot of
bruised relationships among Idaho conservation groups which
may take years to heal. 

Jon Marvel, a 38 year resident of Idaho and a licensed architect, is the
executive director of Western Watersheds Project. He lives in Hailey,
Idaho.
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County Rights And 
Designated Wilderness

OWYHEE COUNTY IDAHO

1. Because of its exclusionary nature, the process by which The
Owyhee Initiative Bill developed was flawed from the beginning. The

Idaho Wildlife Federation, Western Watersheds Project, and The Committee

For Idaho’s High Desert, although they had a long and well documented

history of on-the-ground involvement with the Owyhee Canyon lands,

were openly excluded from the so-called collaborative process.

2. A handful of ranchers in Owyhee County, Idaho, receive the 
benefit of federally legislated protection of their occupation. One of

the stated purposes of the bill is to “provide for economic stability by 

preserving livestock grazing as an economically viable use”; (Sec.2

Findings; Purpose, page 4, lines 1 & 2)

3. Although this bill designates 517,000 acres of wilderness, it con-
tains numerous exceptions to the Wilderness act in section 203,
undermining the very wilderness it designates. Although proponents of

this bill point to the designation of 55,000 of these acres becoming 

livestock free, this involves at least four separate areas and would require

fencing to keep out the livestock. Many of the allotments in these areas

are on marginally grazable land. This legislation would compensate the

ranchers for retiring their permits.

4. This bill establishes 384 miles of Wild & Scenic rivers but 
the boundary extends only to the high water mark essentially 
establishing a wild and scenic riverbed.

5. The Owyhee Initiative (OI) Agreement for which this bill provides
implementation, (Findings, Purpose, page 3, lines 18-20) creates
unprecedented layers of oversight of federal land by a handful of
selected local interests.

6. To gain conservation and other easements and/or to acquire 
scattered private lands totaling 2600 acres, up to 75,000 acres of
public land could be sacrificed to ranchers. No independent appraisals

are required and ranchers have specified grossly inflated values of their

land that would be acquired with federal funds.

7. Proponents of this legislation cite the motorized travel plan it
would implement, but travel plans for the region are either already
completed or being completed by the BLM. The legislation does not

consider the motorized vehicle damage caused by ranching activity but

rather allows for the possibility of its continuance.

Prepared with assistance from Mike McCurry

SOME TRUTHS ABOUT THE OWYHEE 
INITIATIVE BILL
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hether or not the
recent drought has
broken in the
Colorado River basin,

we are assured of dry times ahead.
Systemwide, water in storage hovers around
57%, meaning there is a 25 million acre-
foot bucket to fill before Hoover Dam spills
again. Under today’s legal framework, Lake
Mead behind Hoover dam will drop by 13
feet a year if inflows from Lake Powell
upstream remain at the minimum required
8.23 million acre-feet per year. 

In the future, water demands are expected to exceed supply
with mounting frequency. The promise of increased water use in
the Upper Colorado Basin, where states currently consume less
than their allocated share, suggests that releases from Lake
Powell exceeding the minimum requirement will grow rarer.
Climate change will decrease winter snowpack and is projected to
decrease overall basin precipitation as well. Until water use is
adjusted to these new realities, drought won’t be just a matter 
of how one year’s precipitation varies from the long-term 
average, but rather a perpetual management challenge in the
over-allocated Colorado.

With the prospect of shortages looming on the horizon, the
federal government prompted the seven U.S. Colorado River
basin states (AZ, CA, CO, NM, NV, UT, and WY) to develop
new rules to manage the river in times of low reservoir storage,
or risk having officials at the Department of Interior set the rules
for them. The outcome will set a course through 2025 for water
use in the Southwest, as well as for the Colorado River itself. 

States’ response
Forced to the table for a difficult discussion, the states worked

through some large differences in perspective, and succeeded in
forging an agreement on how to share shortages. Their proposal
marks significant progress in Colorado River management,
including some measures that environmental interests have 
suggested for years. Chief among these are measures to 
accommodate growing urban water demands with new system

flexibility. The Basin states’ proposal was
submitted in February, 2006, and is being
evaluated in a Bureau of Reclamation
process to determine criteria for operations
of Lakes Powell and Mead under low reser-
voir conditions. The draft Environmental
Impact Statement was scheduled for release
at the end of February of 20071

The four major components of the states’
preliminary proposal include:
• New rules for reduced water deliveries as
water in storage at Lake Mead declines;
• new rules for balancing the contents of

Lakes Mead and Powell;
• an agreement to work together on augmenting water available
for use in the basin through a variety of mechanisms including
system efficiency, cloud seeding, imports, etc; 
• new flexibility for the Lower Basin states (AZ, CA, and NV) to
generate “Intentionally Created Surplus” water and store it in
Lake Mead for a number of years, opening the door to more 
creative ways to use water conserved through agricultural 
forbearance and infrastructure efficiency projects. 

Yet some aspects of the states’ proposal are troubling. First,
there is an assumption that Mexico will assume a significant share
- 17% - of any shortages. At present the US and Mexico do not
have an agreement regarding shortages, other than general 
language in a special treaty. If Mexico does not agree to take on
17% of any shortage, the agreement may fail. Mexico already is
disputing the lining of the All American Canal in Imperial
County, where the unlined canal leaks water into Mexico’s agri-
cultural/industrial area along the border. U.S. water agencies are
trying to stop the leak and conserve the water for their own use.

A second major cause for concern is the push for new infra-
structure projects to increase the efficiency of system operations
and yield water savings. This projected “saved” water presently
sustains critical environmental resources, notably wetlands along
the river. Specifically, the states’ agreement includes a proposal to
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build the “Drop 2 storage reservoir” which would capture flows
that today are inadvertently delivered to Mexico in excess of their
treaty allocation. A fair portion of this flow ends up in the
Colorado River delta. These inadvertent flows have accounted
for nearly all surface water that reaches the delta in years when
the Colorado isn’t flooding, and their loss will devastate the delta.
Until new rules are developed to allow water to be dedicated to
environmental resources, the system efficiency projects will save
water at the expense of wetlands and riparian habitats that
depend on the “slop” in the system.

Conservation before shortage
In an effort to assure both the needs of water users and an 

adequate water supply for the Colorado’s natural habitats,
Environmental Defense joined with several other groups to 
propose a shortage strategy that preserves the best elements of
the states’ proposal, and adds mechanisms to safeguard natural
resources. The federal government will analyze their proposal,
known as “Conservation Before Shortage,” alongside the states’
proposal.2

Three primary differences between Conservation Before
Shortage and the states’ proposal would address concerns about
Mexico’s shortages and preservation of environmental flows.
First, the right to purchase water and bank it in Lake Mead
would not be limited to existing contractors, but would also be
available to Mexico, including its federal agencies and water
users; to Federal and state agencies in the United States; and to
third parties. This would allow non-governmental groups 
to purchase water for the environment, and would allow Mexico
to buffer the impacts of any shortages imposed. It would create
opportunities for water users in the United States and Mexico to
work cooperatively on improving Colorado River water 
management, opening the door to solutions not possible in the
past. There could be opportunities for US water users to invest
in some of the least costly water con-
servation projects in the Lower Basin,
as well as opportunities for Mexicali
and Tijuana to use banking in Mead to
protect themselves against the 
uncertainties of shortages. Mexico
would have the ability to bank water
for deliveries to the environment in
the Colorado River delta, something it
is not able to do at this time.

The second major difference
between Conservation Before
Shortage and the states’ proposal is
that voluntary and compensated water
forbearance would replace involuntary
and uncompensated shortages in the
Basin states’ proposal. Instead of 
cutting deliveries to the “junior” users,
the cities in the Lower Basin least able
to accommodate water shortages, the
federal government would issue a
request for proposals and pay those
entitled to water not to use it. Federal
funding would be authorized under the
Colorado River Basin Salinity Control
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Intake towers of Hoover Dam: The water level of Lake Mead
is down 103 feet from the maximum reservoir height. 
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Act as bypass flow replacement. It would alleviate any federal
obligation to operate the Yuma Desalting Plant which is designed
to process the excessively salt laden water which emerges from
agricultural flows and dumped back into the already minerals
laden river. Water users most able to accommodate shortages
could voluntarily reduce water use, and would be compensated.
The cities that are least able to accommodate shortages would be
protected.

Finally, Conservation Before Shortage improves on the states’
proposal by allowing additional interstate transfers. These 
interstate agreements already exist. Nevada has deals with both
the Arizona water bank and the Metropolitan Water District of
Southern California. Giving Las Vegas a greater opportunity to
lease water from other states would significantly diminish the
city’s pressure to develop in-state supplies that will be both 
costly and environmentally damaging to the desert.

Conservation Before Shortage paves a way to move beyond
the era of water wars, with policy alternatives crafted to provide
real benefits to both water users and the environment. Water
purchased and dedicated to the environment could keep critical
ecosystems such as the Colorado River delta alive. Without a
legal way to provide water to the river’s natural areas, we are
doomed to continue to fight over every last drop. 

1 See “Preliminary Proposal from the Seven Basin States” available at http://
www.usbr.gov/lc/region/programs/strategies/documents.html

2 See “Conservation Before Shortage” available at http://www.usbr.gov/lc
/region/programs/strategies/documents.html

The author is a senior resource analyst at Environmental Defense in
Boulder, Colorado. This article is based on remarks presented at the
2006 meeting of the Colorado River Water Users Association.
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hether or not the
recent drought has
broken in the
Colorado River basin,

we are assured of dry times ahead.
Systemwide, water in storage hovers around
57%, meaning there is a 25 million acre-
foot bucket to fill before Hoover Dam spills
again. Under today’s legal framework, Lake
Mead behind Hoover dam will drop by 13
feet a year if inflows from Lake Powell
upstream remain at the minimum required
8.23 million acre-feet per year. 

In the future, water demands are expected to exceed supply
with mounting frequency. The promise of increased water use in
the Upper Colorado Basin, where states currently consume less
than their allocated share, suggests that releases from Lake
Powell exceeding the minimum requirement will grow rarer.
Climate change will decrease winter snowpack and is projected to
decrease overall basin precipitation as well. Until water use is
adjusted to these new realities, drought won’t be just a matter 
of how one year’s precipitation varies from the long-term 
average, but rather a perpetual management challenge in the
over-allocated Colorado.

With the prospect of shortages looming on the horizon, the
federal government prompted the seven U.S. Colorado River
basin states (AZ, CA, CO, NM, NV, UT, and WY) to develop
new rules to manage the river in times of low reservoir storage,
or risk having officials at the Department of Interior set the rules
for them. The outcome will set a course through 2025 for water
use in the Southwest, as well as for the Colorado River itself. 

States’ response
Forced to the table for a difficult discussion, the states worked

through some large differences in perspective, and succeeded in
forging an agreement on how to share shortages. Their proposal
marks significant progress in Colorado River management,
including some measures that environmental interests have 
suggested for years. Chief among these are measures to 
accommodate growing urban water demands with new system

flexibility. The Basin states’ proposal was
submitted in February, 2006, and is being
evaluated in a Bureau of Reclamation
process to determine criteria for operations
of Lakes Powell and Mead under low reser-
voir conditions. The draft Environmental
Impact Statement was scheduled for release
at the end of February of 20071

The four major components of the states’
preliminary proposal include:
• New rules for reduced water deliveries as
water in storage at Lake Mead declines;
• new rules for balancing the contents of

Lakes Mead and Powell;
• an agreement to work together on augmenting water available
for use in the basin through a variety of mechanisms including
system efficiency, cloud seeding, imports, etc; 
• new flexibility for the Lower Basin states (AZ, CA, and NV) to
generate “Intentionally Created Surplus” water and store it in
Lake Mead for a number of years, opening the door to more 
creative ways to use water conserved through agricultural 
forbearance and infrastructure efficiency projects. 

Yet some aspects of the states’ proposal are troubling. First,
there is an assumption that Mexico will assume a significant share
- 17% - of any shortages. At present the US and Mexico do not
have an agreement regarding shortages, other than general 
language in a special treaty. If Mexico does not agree to take on
17% of any shortage, the agreement may fail. Mexico already is
disputing the lining of the All American Canal in Imperial
County, where the unlined canal leaks water into Mexico’s agri-
cultural/industrial area along the border. U.S. water agencies are
trying to stop the leak and conserve the water for their own use.

A second major cause for concern is the push for new infra-
structure projects to increase the efficiency of system operations
and yield water savings. This projected “saved” water presently
sustains critical environmental resources, notably wetlands along
the river. Specifically, the states’ agreement includes a proposal to
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build the “Drop 2 storage reservoir” which would capture flows
that today are inadvertently delivered to Mexico in excess of their
treaty allocation. A fair portion of this flow ends up in the
Colorado River delta. These inadvertent flows have accounted
for nearly all surface water that reaches the delta in years when
the Colorado isn’t flooding, and their loss will devastate the delta.
Until new rules are developed to allow water to be dedicated to
environmental resources, the system efficiency projects will save
water at the expense of wetlands and riparian habitats that
depend on the “slop” in the system.

Conservation before shortage
In an effort to assure both the needs of water users and an 

adequate water supply for the Colorado’s natural habitats,
Environmental Defense joined with several other groups to 
propose a shortage strategy that preserves the best elements of
the states’ proposal, and adds mechanisms to safeguard natural
resources. The federal government will analyze their proposal,
known as “Conservation Before Shortage,” alongside the states’
proposal.2

Three primary differences between Conservation Before
Shortage and the states’ proposal would address concerns about
Mexico’s shortages and preservation of environmental flows.
First, the right to purchase water and bank it in Lake Mead
would not be limited to existing contractors, but would also be
available to Mexico, including its federal agencies and water
users; to Federal and state agencies in the United States; and to
third parties. This would allow non-governmental groups 
to purchase water for the environment, and would allow Mexico
to buffer the impacts of any shortages imposed. It would create
opportunities for water users in the United States and Mexico to
work cooperatively on improving Colorado River water 
management, opening the door to solutions not possible in the
past. There could be opportunities for US water users to invest
in some of the least costly water con-
servation projects in the Lower Basin,
as well as opportunities for Mexicali
and Tijuana to use banking in Mead to
protect themselves against the 
uncertainties of shortages. Mexico
would have the ability to bank water
for deliveries to the environment in
the Colorado River delta, something it
is not able to do at this time.

The second major difference
between Conservation Before
Shortage and the states’ proposal is
that voluntary and compensated water
forbearance would replace involuntary
and uncompensated shortages in the
Basin states’ proposal. Instead of 
cutting deliveries to the “junior” users,
the cities in the Lower Basin least able
to accommodate water shortages, the
federal government would issue a
request for proposals and pay those
entitled to water not to use it. Federal
funding would be authorized under the
Colorado River Basin Salinity Control
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Intake towers of Hoover Dam: The water level of Lake Mead
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Act as bypass flow replacement. It would alleviate any federal
obligation to operate the Yuma Desalting Plant which is designed
to process the excessively salt laden water which emerges from
agricultural flows and dumped back into the already minerals
laden river. Water users most able to accommodate shortages
could voluntarily reduce water use, and would be compensated.
The cities that are least able to accommodate shortages would be
protected.

Finally, Conservation Before Shortage improves on the states’
proposal by allowing additional interstate transfers. These 
interstate agreements already exist. Nevada has deals with both
the Arizona water bank and the Metropolitan Water District of
Southern California. Giving Las Vegas a greater opportunity to
lease water from other states would significantly diminish the
city’s pressure to develop in-state supplies that will be both 
costly and environmentally damaging to the desert.

Conservation Before Shortage paves a way to move beyond
the era of water wars, with policy alternatives crafted to provide
real benefits to both water users and the environment. Water
purchased and dedicated to the environment could keep critical
ecosystems such as the Colorado River delta alive. Without a
legal way to provide water to the river’s natural areas, we are
doomed to continue to fight over every last drop. 

1 See “Preliminary Proposal from the Seven Basin States” available at http://
www.usbr.gov/lc/region/programs/strategies/documents.html

2 See “Conservation Before Shortage” available at http://www.usbr.gov/lc
/region/programs/strategies/documents.html

The author is a senior resource analyst at Environmental Defense in
Boulder, Colorado. This article is based on remarks presented at the
2006 meeting of the Colorado River Water Users Association.
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California/Nevada Regional Conservation Committee
Desert Committee

Outings

Following is a listing of Desert Committee Outings. There are 
carcamps, tours, day hikes, backpacks and service trips; as well as
ones that combine two or more or those activities. Outings are not
rated, distance and elevation gain can give you an indication of the
suitability of a trip, but the condition of the trail, or lack of a trail can
change the degree of difficulty. An eight mile, 900’ elevation gain
hike on a good trail would be easy to moderate, the same hike cross-
country could be strenuous. Please call the leader and ask about the
suitability of the outing given your conditioning, particularly if it is
your first time on that type of trip.

If you have not participated in a service trip, give it some thought.
They certainly involve work, but they are also a lot of fun. You have
an opportunity to not only help the environment, but to meet new
people and to work with staff who are knowledgeable about the
area. Trips frequently include a hike the next day that may explore a
little known or seldom visited area, or even perhaps one that is 
generally off limits to the public.

For questions about a particular outing or to sign up, please 
contact the leader listed in the write-up. For questions about Desert
Committee Outings in general, or to receive the outings list by e-mail,
please contact Kate Allen at kjallen@qnet.com or 661-944-4056.

Like nearly all organizations that sponsor outdoor travel, the
Sierra Club is now obliged to require participants to sign a standard
liability waiver at the beginning of each trip. If you would like to read
the Liability Waiver before you choose to participate on an outing,
please go to: http://www.sierraclub.org/outings /chapter/forms/ 
or contact the Outings Department at (415) 977-5528 for a printed
version.

Leaders Wanted! Would you like to lead trips for the Desert Committee?
We are looking for certified Sierra Club leaders to conduct service trips
with the BLM and National Park Service. There are more opportunities for
service trips than our current leaders are able to sponsor. Service trips can
be one day, a weekend or several days. Much of the planning will be done
by the entity for which the work is being done.

Trips Wanted! To all Sierra Club Leaders: do you have a trip planned that
you might like to see in the Desert Report? Desert Committee outings are
sent to every chapter newsletter in California and Nevada. Listing with the
Committee can increase participation - and gives you chance to meet
people from outside your local group. Please contact Kate Allen at
kjallen@qnet.com or 661-944-4056 for further information.

Other Sources of Desert Trips There are other organizations that spon-
sor desert trips. Among these are the Desert Survivors and Friends of the
Nevada Wilderness. These are not Sierra Club trips, but are listed because
they may be of interest to readers.
Friends of the Nevada Wilderness: http://www.nevadawilderness.org
conducts restoration projects in Nevada Wilderness areas. Go to the
“Keeping it Wild” blog and scroll down to the January 25 “Volunteer
Opportunities” posting. Keep scrolling down to the November 20 posting
to read about some of their previous restoration projects.
Desert Survivors: http://www.desert-survivors.org/ Must be a member to
participate. Name implies rugged, strenuous trips, and some of them are,
but there are also some more moderate trips. Check ‘em out.

Ghost Town Extravaganza 
March 17-18, Saturday-Sunday
Explore California’s colorful past in the spectacular desert land-
scape near Death Valley. Visit three historic ghost towns:
Ballarat, Lookout City and Riley. Camp Friday night at Ballarat.
Saturday, challenging hike to Lookout City with Hal Fowler,
who will regale us with tales of this wild west town. Saturday
night Happy Hour, special St. Patty’s Day potluck and campfire.
Sunday, a quick visit to the infamous Riley town site. Group size
strictly limited. Send $8 per person (Sierra Club), 2 sase, H&W
phones, email, rideshare info to Ldr: Lygeia Gerard, P.O. Box
294726, Phelan, CA 92329, (310) 594-6789. Co-Ldr: Don
Peterson (760) 375-8599.  CNRCC/Owens Peak Group

Carrizo Plain Pronghorn Antelope Protection
Carcamp & Work Party
March 24-25, Saturday-Sunday
Cattle ranching in the Carrizo Plain left a legacy of endless
fences, which are deadly to the beautiful and endangered prong-
horn. Join us for a weekend in this remote area removing fencing
for their benefit. Work hard on Saturday; enjoy the monument
on Sunday. Camp at Selby Campground (dry), bring water, other
things for the weekend, and heavy leather work gloves. Potluck
Saturday night. Rain postpones. Resource specialist: Alice Koch.
For more information, contact Leaders: Cal and Letty French,
14140 Chimney Rock Road, Paso Robles, CA 93446, (805-239-
7338). Prefer e-mail: ccfrench@tcsn.net CNRCC Desert
Committee/Santa Lucia Chapter

Bighorn Wilderness Cleanup and Carcamp
March 24-25, Saturday-Sunday
Help the SCA (Student Conservation Association) Wilderness
Restoration Crew to cleanup an illegal dumpsite _ mile inside the
Bighorn Wilderness Area in Yucca Valley. Meet at 7:00 am in
Landers near Dixie Mine Road (contact for exact location), and
carpool to the wilderness boundary. Lunch provided by the SCA.
Camp out and potluck dinner Saturday night.  Sunday we will
complete the cleanup, if necessary, or enjoy a hike in this beauti-
ful wilderness. Event held rain or shine. Would like RSVP by
March 10. For more information, contact Carol Wiley, earth-
lingwiley@webtv.net, (760) 245-8734 or SCA at (760) 365-2223.
Desert Committee/Mojave Group of the Sierra Club

Southern Nevada-Mormon Mts. Service Trip
March 30-April 1, Friday-Sunday
A chance to enjoy the scenic wild lands of southeast Nevada while
helping BLM protect wilderness boundaries and otherwise keep
the wilderness in good shape. We will work for the third year in
a row with Ely BLM’s Steve Leslie. Steve has a good work proj-
ect for us in the southern Mormon Mts. Wilderness to eradicate
and restore several old (ugly) motorcycle hill climbs.

Approximately two mile hike from our car camp at the edge of
wilderness to the work site. Sign up for optional central commis-
sary ($12) with Vicky Hoover (415)977-5527, or vicky.hoover
@sierraclub.org.

Service and Hiking in the Algodones Dunes 
March 31-April 1, Saturday-Sunday
We will have two outstanding projects in this Imperial County
wilderness area. On Saturday, we will assist Erin Dreyfuss, natu-
ral resources specialist in the El Centro BLM office, in the sandy
areas of the Algodones Dunes sifting seeds of native plants for
future restoration efforts. Sunday will be a longer hike to find and
inventory five small game guzzlers for the BLM office. Saturday
evening will be a pot-luck, a campfire, and stories about our
desert. Contact leader: Craig Deutsche, deutsche@earthlink.net,
(310-477-6670) for details. CNRCC Desert Com

Turtle Mountains Service Trip
April 6-8, Friday-Easter Sunday
Join leader Vicky Hoover at the south end of the Turtle
Mountains Wilderness, south of Needles, for wilderness bound-
ary monitoring and to inventory for possible potential wilderness
additions. Central commissary. Vicky Hoover (415)977-5527, or
vicky.hoover@sierraclub.org.

Birds and Beat the Tamarisk -Service and Carcamp
April 14-15, Saturday - Sunday
Help remove invasive salt cedar from the shore of Owens Lake.
We will work both days, but there will be time to enjoy the area.
Attractions include bird watching at Diaz Lake and Owens Lake,
the new Lone Pine Film History Museum and Manzanar N.M.
Camp at Diaz Lake or stay in a nearby motel. Bring work clothes
and gloves. Resource specialist: Mike Prather. For more infor-
mation or to sign up, contact leaders: Cal and Letty French,
14140 Chimney Rock Road, Paso Robles, CA 93446. (805-239-
7338). Prefer e-mail ccfrench@tcsn.net . CNRCC Desert
Committee/Santa Lucia Chapter 

Rand Mountain Service Trip
April 21, Saturday 
Join the Student Conservation Association’s (SCA) Ridgecrest
Desert Restoration crew in restoring landscape in the Rand
Mountain Management Area. This limited-use area contains
critical habitat for the desert tortoise. Meet at 8 am at the Texaco
parking lot in Johannesburg, off Highway 395. Or arrive later at
the work site (call for directions). SCA crew will furnish lunch.
Potluck dinner Saturday night. Camping Friday and Saturday
encouraged. Event held rain or shine. RSVP by April 11. For
more information, contact Ldr, Dennis Burge, at den-
nis93555@yahoo.com or 760-375-7967, or the SCA at bhugh-
es@thesca.org or 760-780-8042.  Owens Peak Group of the
Sierra Club/CNRCC Desert Committee

Places We’ve Saved Navigation Noodle in the 
Mojave National Preserve
April 28-29, Saturday-Sunday
Join us for our third annual journey through this jewel of the
Mojave now preserved under the California Desert Protection
Act, because of the efforts of Sierra Club activists and others. An
intermediate cross-country navigation day-hike workshop will be
conducted out of a car camp in the pinyon and juniper forests of
the Mid Hills. Potluck and social on Saturday, and also for those
arriving early on Friday. Send sase or email to ldr: Virgil Shields.
Asst: Harry Freimanis LTC, WTC, DPS, Desert Committee

Birds, Flowers, and Fences in the Carrizo
April 28-30, Saturday-Monday
This is an opportunity to both visit and serve an outstanding and
relatively unknown national monument. On Saturday, we will
assist monument staff in the removal of fence wires to allow
pronghorn antelope freer access to the range. Sunday is reserved
for sightseeing. The views from the Caliente Mountains are spec-
tacular; spring flowers may still be blooming; and the monument
is known for the number and variety of raptors present. Those
who can stay through Monday will continue fence work with the
monument staff. Contact leader Craig Deutsche, 310-477-6670,
or deutsche@earthlink.net. CNRCC/Desert Committee

El Paso Wilderness Service Trip and Carcamp
April 28-29, Saturday-Sunday
We will work with Marty Dickes, Ridgecrest BLM Wilderness
Coordinator, on a yet to be determined service project in this
wilderness area near Red Rock Canyon (CA) State Park. Work
on Saturday. Camp out and potluck dinner Saturday night.
Sunday we will climb Black Mountain, the highest point in the
wilderness area. Contact Ldr for meeting time and directions.
Ldr: Kate Allen, kjallen@qnet.com, 661-944-4056. Desert
Committee/Antelope Valley SC

Lone Pine Lake, Alabama Hill & Manzanar 
May 19-20, Saturday-Sunday 
Stay at a beautiful creek side campground in the high desert near
Lone Pine. Saturday, hike a moderate 6 mi rt, 1600’ gain from
Whitney Portal to Lone Pine Lake. Saturday night Happy Hour,
potluck feast and campfire. Sunday, drive through the pictur-
esque Alabama Hills and on to the WWII Japanese internment
camp at Manzanar with its moving tribute to the internees held
there during the war. Group size strictly limited. Send $8 per
person (Sierra Club), 2 SASE, H&W phones, email, rideshare
info to Ldr: Lygeia Gerard, P.O. Box 294726, Phelan, CA 92329,
(310) 594-6789. Co_Ldr: Jean Noud; (714) 841-8798. Desert
Committee/Sierra Singles

Bird Spring Pass - Service and Hike 
May 26-28, Saturday-Monday 
Meet at 6:00 PM Saturday east of Ridgecrest and south of Lake
Isabella (to avoid Friday’s Memorial Weekend traffic). We car-
camp Saturday evening, and on Sunday we will repair vehicle
damage to the Kiavah Wilderness at Bird Spring Pass. Monday is
reserved for recreation, either a hike along the PCT or else an
excursion along the cool and shaded Kelso Creek to the Burning
Moscow Mine in the Bright Star Wilderness. For details contact
leader Craig Deutsche, deutsche@earthlink.net, (310-477-6670).
CNRCC Desert Committee
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Co-sponsor your desert trips with the CNRCC Desert
Committee. Contact: Kate Allen at kjallen@qnet.com
(661-944-4056)
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California/Nevada Regional Conservation Committee
Desert Committee

Outings

Following is a listing of Desert Committee Outings. There are 
carcamps, tours, day hikes, backpacks and service trips; as well as
ones that combine two or more or those activities. Outings are not
rated, distance and elevation gain can give you an indication of the
suitability of a trip, but the condition of the trail, or lack of a trail can
change the degree of difficulty. An eight mile, 900’ elevation gain
hike on a good trail would be easy to moderate, the same hike cross-
country could be strenuous. Please call the leader and ask about the
suitability of the outing given your conditioning, particularly if it is
your first time on that type of trip.

If you have not participated in a service trip, give it some thought.
They certainly involve work, but they are also a lot of fun. You have
an opportunity to not only help the environment, but to meet new
people and to work with staff who are knowledgeable about the
area. Trips frequently include a hike the next day that may explore a
little known or seldom visited area, or even perhaps one that is 
generally off limits to the public.

For questions about a particular outing or to sign up, please 
contact the leader listed in the write-up. For questions about Desert
Committee Outings in general, or to receive the outings list by e-mail,
please contact Kate Allen at kjallen@qnet.com or 661-944-4056.

Like nearly all organizations that sponsor outdoor travel, the
Sierra Club is now obliged to require participants to sign a standard
liability waiver at the beginning of each trip. If you would like to read
the Liability Waiver before you choose to participate on an outing,
please go to: http://www.sierraclub.org/outings /chapter/forms/ 
or contact the Outings Department at (415) 977-5528 for a printed
version.

Leaders Wanted! Would you like to lead trips for the Desert Committee?
We are looking for certified Sierra Club leaders to conduct service trips
with the BLM and National Park Service. There are more opportunities for
service trips than our current leaders are able to sponsor. Service trips can
be one day, a weekend or several days. Much of the planning will be done
by the entity for which the work is being done.

Trips Wanted! To all Sierra Club Leaders: do you have a trip planned that
you might like to see in the Desert Report? Desert Committee outings are
sent to every chapter newsletter in California and Nevada. Listing with the
Committee can increase participation - and gives you chance to meet
people from outside your local group. Please contact Kate Allen at
kjallen@qnet.com or 661-944-4056 for further information.

Other Sources of Desert Trips There are other organizations that spon-
sor desert trips. Among these are the Desert Survivors and Friends of the
Nevada Wilderness. These are not Sierra Club trips, but are listed because
they may be of interest to readers.
Friends of the Nevada Wilderness: http://www.nevadawilderness.org
conducts restoration projects in Nevada Wilderness areas. Go to the
“Keeping it Wild” blog and scroll down to the January 25 “Volunteer
Opportunities” posting. Keep scrolling down to the November 20 posting
to read about some of their previous restoration projects.
Desert Survivors: http://www.desert-survivors.org/ Must be a member to
participate. Name implies rugged, strenuous trips, and some of them are,
but there are also some more moderate trips. Check ‘em out.

Ghost Town Extravaganza 
March 17-18, Saturday-Sunday
Explore California’s colorful past in the spectacular desert land-
scape near Death Valley. Visit three historic ghost towns:
Ballarat, Lookout City and Riley. Camp Friday night at Ballarat.
Saturday, challenging hike to Lookout City with Hal Fowler,
who will regale us with tales of this wild west town. Saturday
night Happy Hour, special St. Patty’s Day potluck and campfire.
Sunday, a quick visit to the infamous Riley town site. Group size
strictly limited. Send $8 per person (Sierra Club), 2 sase, H&W
phones, email, rideshare info to Ldr: Lygeia Gerard, P.O. Box
294726, Phelan, CA 92329, (310) 594-6789. Co-Ldr: Don
Peterson (760) 375-8599.  CNRCC/Owens Peak Group

Carrizo Plain Pronghorn Antelope Protection
Carcamp & Work Party
March 24-25, Saturday-Sunday
Cattle ranching in the Carrizo Plain left a legacy of endless
fences, which are deadly to the beautiful and endangered prong-
horn. Join us for a weekend in this remote area removing fencing
for their benefit. Work hard on Saturday; enjoy the monument
on Sunday. Camp at Selby Campground (dry), bring water, other
things for the weekend, and heavy leather work gloves. Potluck
Saturday night. Rain postpones. Resource specialist: Alice Koch.
For more information, contact Leaders: Cal and Letty French,
14140 Chimney Rock Road, Paso Robles, CA 93446, (805-239-
7338). Prefer e-mail: ccfrench@tcsn.net CNRCC Desert
Committee/Santa Lucia Chapter

Bighorn Wilderness Cleanup and Carcamp
March 24-25, Saturday-Sunday
Help the SCA (Student Conservation Association) Wilderness
Restoration Crew to cleanup an illegal dumpsite _ mile inside the
Bighorn Wilderness Area in Yucca Valley. Meet at 7:00 am in
Landers near Dixie Mine Road (contact for exact location), and
carpool to the wilderness boundary. Lunch provided by the SCA.
Camp out and potluck dinner Saturday night.  Sunday we will
complete the cleanup, if necessary, or enjoy a hike in this beauti-
ful wilderness. Event held rain or shine. Would like RSVP by
March 10. For more information, contact Carol Wiley, earth-
lingwiley@webtv.net, (760) 245-8734 or SCA at (760) 365-2223.
Desert Committee/Mojave Group of the Sierra Club

Southern Nevada-Mormon Mts. Service Trip
March 30-April 1, Friday-Sunday
A chance to enjoy the scenic wild lands of southeast Nevada while
helping BLM protect wilderness boundaries and otherwise keep
the wilderness in good shape. We will work for the third year in
a row with Ely BLM’s Steve Leslie. Steve has a good work proj-
ect for us in the southern Mormon Mts. Wilderness to eradicate
and restore several old (ugly) motorcycle hill climbs.

Approximately two mile hike from our car camp at the edge of
wilderness to the work site. Sign up for optional central commis-
sary ($12) with Vicky Hoover (415)977-5527, or vicky.hoover
@sierraclub.org.

Service and Hiking in the Algodones Dunes 
March 31-April 1, Saturday-Sunday
We will have two outstanding projects in this Imperial County
wilderness area. On Saturday, we will assist Erin Dreyfuss, natu-
ral resources specialist in the El Centro BLM office, in the sandy
areas of the Algodones Dunes sifting seeds of native plants for
future restoration efforts. Sunday will be a longer hike to find and
inventory five small game guzzlers for the BLM office. Saturday
evening will be a pot-luck, a campfire, and stories about our
desert. Contact leader: Craig Deutsche, deutsche@earthlink.net,
(310-477-6670) for details. CNRCC Desert Com

Turtle Mountains Service Trip
April 6-8, Friday-Easter Sunday
Join leader Vicky Hoover at the south end of the Turtle
Mountains Wilderness, south of Needles, for wilderness bound-
ary monitoring and to inventory for possible potential wilderness
additions. Central commissary. Vicky Hoover (415)977-5527, or
vicky.hoover@sierraclub.org.

Birds and Beat the Tamarisk -Service and Carcamp
April 14-15, Saturday - Sunday
Help remove invasive salt cedar from the shore of Owens Lake.
We will work both days, but there will be time to enjoy the area.
Attractions include bird watching at Diaz Lake and Owens Lake,
the new Lone Pine Film History Museum and Manzanar N.M.
Camp at Diaz Lake or stay in a nearby motel. Bring work clothes
and gloves. Resource specialist: Mike Prather. For more infor-
mation or to sign up, contact leaders: Cal and Letty French,
14140 Chimney Rock Road, Paso Robles, CA 93446. (805-239-
7338). Prefer e-mail ccfrench@tcsn.net . CNRCC Desert
Committee/Santa Lucia Chapter 

Rand Mountain Service Trip
April 21, Saturday 
Join the Student Conservation Association’s (SCA) Ridgecrest
Desert Restoration crew in restoring landscape in the Rand
Mountain Management Area. This limited-use area contains
critical habitat for the desert tortoise. Meet at 8 am at the Texaco
parking lot in Johannesburg, off Highway 395. Or arrive later at
the work site (call for directions). SCA crew will furnish lunch.
Potluck dinner Saturday night. Camping Friday and Saturday
encouraged. Event held rain or shine. RSVP by April 11. For
more information, contact Ldr, Dennis Burge, at den-
nis93555@yahoo.com or 760-375-7967, or the SCA at bhugh-
es@thesca.org or 760-780-8042.  Owens Peak Group of the
Sierra Club/CNRCC Desert Committee

Places We’ve Saved Navigation Noodle in the 
Mojave National Preserve
April 28-29, Saturday-Sunday
Join us for our third annual journey through this jewel of the
Mojave now preserved under the California Desert Protection
Act, because of the efforts of Sierra Club activists and others. An
intermediate cross-country navigation day-hike workshop will be
conducted out of a car camp in the pinyon and juniper forests of
the Mid Hills. Potluck and social on Saturday, and also for those
arriving early on Friday. Send sase or email to ldr: Virgil Shields.
Asst: Harry Freimanis LTC, WTC, DPS, Desert Committee

Birds, Flowers, and Fences in the Carrizo
April 28-30, Saturday-Monday
This is an opportunity to both visit and serve an outstanding and
relatively unknown national monument. On Saturday, we will
assist monument staff in the removal of fence wires to allow
pronghorn antelope freer access to the range. Sunday is reserved
for sightseeing. The views from the Caliente Mountains are spec-
tacular; spring flowers may still be blooming; and the monument
is known for the number and variety of raptors present. Those
who can stay through Monday will continue fence work with the
monument staff. Contact leader Craig Deutsche, 310-477-6670,
or deutsche@earthlink.net. CNRCC/Desert Committee

El Paso Wilderness Service Trip and Carcamp
April 28-29, Saturday-Sunday
We will work with Marty Dickes, Ridgecrest BLM Wilderness
Coordinator, on a yet to be determined service project in this
wilderness area near Red Rock Canyon (CA) State Park. Work
on Saturday. Camp out and potluck dinner Saturday night.
Sunday we will climb Black Mountain, the highest point in the
wilderness area. Contact Ldr for meeting time and directions.
Ldr: Kate Allen, kjallen@qnet.com, 661-944-4056. Desert
Committee/Antelope Valley SC

Lone Pine Lake, Alabama Hill & Manzanar 
May 19-20, Saturday-Sunday 
Stay at a beautiful creek side campground in the high desert near
Lone Pine. Saturday, hike a moderate 6 mi rt, 1600’ gain from
Whitney Portal to Lone Pine Lake. Saturday night Happy Hour,
potluck feast and campfire. Sunday, drive through the pictur-
esque Alabama Hills and on to the WWII Japanese internment
camp at Manzanar with its moving tribute to the internees held
there during the war. Group size strictly limited. Send $8 per
person (Sierra Club), 2 SASE, H&W phones, email, rideshare
info to Ldr: Lygeia Gerard, P.O. Box 294726, Phelan, CA 92329,
(310) 594-6789. Co_Ldr: Jean Noud; (714) 841-8798. Desert
Committee/Sierra Singles

Bird Spring Pass - Service and Hike 
May 26-28, Saturday-Monday 
Meet at 6:00 PM Saturday east of Ridgecrest and south of Lake
Isabella (to avoid Friday’s Memorial Weekend traffic). We car-
camp Saturday evening, and on Sunday we will repair vehicle
damage to the Kiavah Wilderness at Bird Spring Pass. Monday is
reserved for recreation, either a hike along the PCT or else an
excursion along the cool and shaded Kelso Creek to the Burning
Moscow Mine in the Bright Star Wilderness. For details contact
leader Craig Deutsche, deutsche@earthlink.net, (310-477-6670).
CNRCC Desert Committee
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Co-sponsor your desert trips with the CNRCC Desert
Committee. Contact: Kate Allen at kjallen@qnet.com
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Sign up for CNRCC’s 
Desert Forum

If you find Desert Report (DR) interesting, sign up for the
CNRCC Desert Committee’s e-mail listserv, Desert Forum.
Here you’ll find open discussions of items interesting to
desert lovers. Many articles in this issue of DR were devel-
oped through Forum discussions. Electronic subscribers will
continue to receive current news on these issues—plus the
opportunity to join in the discussions and contribute their own
insights. Desert Forum runs on a Sierra Club listserv system.
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To sign up, just send this e-mail:
To: Listserv@lists.sierraclub.org
From: Your real e-mail address [very important!]
Subject: [this line is ignored and may be left blank]
Message: SUBSCRIBE CONS-CNRCC-DESERT-FORUM 
YOURFIRSTNAME YOURLASTNAME [this must fit on one line.]

By return e-mail, you will get a welcome message and some
tips on using the system. Please join us! 
Questions? Contact Jim Dodson:
jim.dodson@sierraclub.org (661) 942-3662

Lava Beds (Nevada) Backpack
May 27-28, Saturday-Sunday
Located in Pershing County, Nevada, east of the Black Rock
Desert, the Lava Beds are really a jumble of contorted granite
formations. We will do an easy overnight backpack that will allow
plenty of time to explore the formations. There is water available
on the route, and the total distance is about 14 miles, with 2000
feet of elevation gain on the first day and 1000 on the second.
This area is a strong candidate for eventual Wilderness designa-
tion. Limit 12. To sign up, contact John Wilkinson, (408) 947-
0858 or email johnfw1@mac.com. Loma Prieta Chapter/
Wilderness Committee/Desert Committee

8th Annual Ruby Rendezvous, Car-camp
June 22-25 (dates may change), Friday-Monday 
Join us for one of the most memorable car camp/day hiking trips
of the year. Visit snow laden cirques and alpine lakes in the heart
of the Ruby Mtns Wilderness Area in Northern Nevada. Four
days car-camping with day hikes up various canyons. Evening
entertainment by acclaimed Cowgirl Poet, Merilee Wright and
friends. Twelve course Basque feast in nearby Elko. Group share
of expenses. For more information on past trips, visit
www.climber.org. For signups contact leader: Allen Tatomer,
allentatomer@hotmail.com, (925-439-0434). SF Bay Chap/
Desert Committee

Grand Staircase National Monument Escalante - Coyote
Gulch Backpack
June 29 - July 4, Friday-Wednesday 
Backpack in the Escalante Grand Staircase NM, Coyote Gulch to
Escalante River. Enjoy waterfalls and swimming at this time of
year. Hot season but pleasant along tree-lined creek in deep
canyon of brilliant red rock and sheer walls. Shady areas frequent.
Lots of wading. See lots of bright lights flashing after dark. About
28 miles round trip with pack, additional miles of day hiking. To
reserve, send $20 made to ‘Sierra Club’ (refundable deposit) to
David Hardy, Box 99, Blue Diamond, NV 89004. 702 875-4549.
E-mail (preferred) hardyhikers@juno.com.

Bristlecone Pines and Open House at Barcroft Lab 
August 4-5, Saturday-Sunday
Come with us to the beautiful White Mtns to hike the Ancient
Bristlecone Pine Forest on Saturday, followed by happy hour, a
potluck feast and campfire. On Sunday, the only day of the year
it is open to the public, we’ll tour the University of California’s
Barcroft Lab at 12,500’, followed by an easy hike to Mt. Barcroft
(13,040’). Group size strictly limited. Send $8 per person (Sierra
Club), 2 sase, H&W phones, email, rideshare info to Reserv/Ldr:
Lygeia Gerard, P.O. Box 294726, Phelan, CA 92329, (760) 868-
0979. Co-ldr: Don Peterson, (760) 375-8599. CNRCC/Owens
Peak Group

Outings

continued from page 17 continued from page 7
some of them played very important roles in the first cremation
ceremony in the Hokan creation story. Most of them pulled off
their tails in grief so I felt that every creature in the valley was
important and if they are destroyed without reason or killed for
fun or greed, this is wrong.

When I went out into the desert with archaeologists and saw
the sites where my ancestors lived, I knew that these were the
people I was looking for through the trees of mesquite. When
Takai sang the words in his song, “He is coming and he is going,”
or “Do you know the land has been given to you?” I knew that
this was only a part of a story, and now I can sing the whole story,
which is the Kamya Pipa Song. I also sing the Quechan Lightning
Song, which has a direct bearing on some parts of Imperial Valley.
The Kamya are ancestors of the Quechan People and my grand-
mother’s family was the last to move to the Colorado River where
the Quechan Reservation is. Today I speak the Quechan and the
ancient Kamya dialects. When I was around the elders, I heard
them say pipa ahlai, which meant “ruined people.” They are here
and they will not stop until they “ruin” everything. I did not
understand then, but I do now. People refuse to understand 
the wrong that they do when they destroy what is out there in 
the desert. 

Sierra Club Activists became acquainted with Preston Arrow-weed in
the ultimately successful battle to stop the proposed Glamis mine from
desecrating the Indian Pass sacred area of the Quechan. From there we
have worked together on protecting archaeological sites, sacred sites and
wilderness. Preston Arrow-weed is a singer, elder, and spiritual leader in
his Native American Kanya and Quechan peoples.

Takai: Healer, orator, tribal singer, and Preston’s teacher
when he was a boy
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Sign up for CNRCC’s 
Desert Forum

If you find Desert Report (DR) interesting, sign up for the
CNRCC Desert Committee’s e-mail listserv, Desert Forum.
Here you’ll find open discussions of items interesting to
desert lovers. Many articles in this issue of DR were devel-
oped through Forum discussions. Electronic subscribers will
continue to receive current news on these issues—plus the
opportunity to join in the discussions and contribute their own
insights. Desert Forum runs on a Sierra Club listserv system.
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To sign up, just send this e-mail:
To: Listserv@lists.sierraclub.org
From: Your real e-mail address [very important!]
Subject: [this line is ignored and may be left blank]
Message: SUBSCRIBE CONS-CNRCC-DESERT-FORUM 
YOURFIRSTNAME YOURLASTNAME [this must fit on one line.]

By return e-mail, you will get a welcome message and some
tips on using the system. Please join us! 
Questions? Contact Jim Dodson:
jim.dodson@sierraclub.org (661) 942-3662

Lava Beds (Nevada) Backpack
May 27-28, Saturday-Sunday
Located in Pershing County, Nevada, east of the Black Rock
Desert, the Lava Beds are really a jumble of contorted granite
formations. We will do an easy overnight backpack that will allow
plenty of time to explore the formations. There is water available
on the route, and the total distance is about 14 miles, with 2000
feet of elevation gain on the first day and 1000 on the second.
This area is a strong candidate for eventual Wilderness designa-
tion. Limit 12. To sign up, contact John Wilkinson, (408) 947-
0858 or email johnfw1@mac.com. Loma Prieta Chapter/
Wilderness Committee/Desert Committee

8th Annual Ruby Rendezvous, Car-camp
June 22-25 (dates may change), Friday-Monday 
Join us for one of the most memorable car camp/day hiking trips
of the year. Visit snow laden cirques and alpine lakes in the heart
of the Ruby Mtns Wilderness Area in Northern Nevada. Four
days car-camping with day hikes up various canyons. Evening
entertainment by acclaimed Cowgirl Poet, Merilee Wright and
friends. Twelve course Basque feast in nearby Elko. Group share
of expenses. For more information on past trips, visit
www.climber.org. For signups contact leader: Allen Tatomer,
allentatomer@hotmail.com, (925-439-0434). SF Bay Chap/
Desert Committee

Grand Staircase National Monument Escalante - Coyote
Gulch Backpack
June 29 - July 4, Friday-Wednesday 
Backpack in the Escalante Grand Staircase NM, Coyote Gulch to
Escalante River. Enjoy waterfalls and swimming at this time of
year. Hot season but pleasant along tree-lined creek in deep
canyon of brilliant red rock and sheer walls. Shady areas frequent.
Lots of wading. See lots of bright lights flashing after dark. About
28 miles round trip with pack, additional miles of day hiking. To
reserve, send $20 made to ‘Sierra Club’ (refundable deposit) to
David Hardy, Box 99, Blue Diamond, NV 89004. 702 875-4549.
E-mail (preferred) hardyhikers@juno.com.

Bristlecone Pines and Open House at Barcroft Lab 
August 4-5, Saturday-Sunday
Come with us to the beautiful White Mtns to hike the Ancient
Bristlecone Pine Forest on Saturday, followed by happy hour, a
potluck feast and campfire. On Sunday, the only day of the year
it is open to the public, we’ll tour the University of California’s
Barcroft Lab at 12,500’, followed by an easy hike to Mt. Barcroft
(13,040’). Group size strictly limited. Send $8 per person (Sierra
Club), 2 sase, H&W phones, email, rideshare info to Reserv/Ldr:
Lygeia Gerard, P.O. Box 294726, Phelan, CA 92329, (760) 868-
0979. Co-ldr: Don Peterson, (760) 375-8599. CNRCC/Owens
Peak Group

Outings

continued from page 17 continued from page 7
some of them played very important roles in the first cremation
ceremony in the Hokan creation story. Most of them pulled off
their tails in grief so I felt that every creature in the valley was
important and if they are destroyed without reason or killed for
fun or greed, this is wrong.

When I went out into the desert with archaeologists and saw
the sites where my ancestors lived, I knew that these were the
people I was looking for through the trees of mesquite. When
Takai sang the words in his song, “He is coming and he is going,”
or “Do you know the land has been given to you?” I knew that
this was only a part of a story, and now I can sing the whole story,
which is the Kamya Pipa Song. I also sing the Quechan Lightning
Song, which has a direct bearing on some parts of Imperial Valley.
The Kamya are ancestors of the Quechan People and my grand-
mother’s family was the last to move to the Colorado River where
the Quechan Reservation is. Today I speak the Quechan and the
ancient Kamya dialects. When I was around the elders, I heard
them say pipa ahlai, which meant “ruined people.” They are here
and they will not stop until they “ruin” everything. I did not
understand then, but I do now. People refuse to understand 
the wrong that they do when they destroy what is out there in 
the desert. 

Sierra Club Activists became acquainted with Preston Arrow-weed in
the ultimately successful battle to stop the proposed Glamis mine from
desecrating the Indian Pass sacred area of the Quechan. From there we
have worked together on protecting archaeological sites, sacred sites and
wilderness. Preston Arrow-weed is a singer, elder, and spiritual leader in
his Native American Kanya and Quechan peoples.

Takai: Healer, orator, tribal singer, and Preston’s teacher
when he was a boy
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